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Briefing
The advantage 
of experience
We lead this month with Andreas Bakkerud’s move to Set 
Promotion. The Norwegian teenager always was a good 
prospect for success in Europe, but when he went to Set 
Promotion at the end of 2010 the advantage of having an 
experienced team boss overseeing his driving and providing 
advice and guidance was immediately obvious.

Bakkerud and those around him have been equally quick to 
recognise the advantages that going with an experienced and 
proven team can offer and have, bravely in many ways, decided 
to make the move away from running their own team and 
preparing their own car, to take that advantage.

We’ve long been of the opinion that commercial teams 
will play a key role in the future growth and development of 
Rallycross and while KHM and OMSE have and continue to 
forge that path in Supercar, Set Promotion has established 
itself as the standard setting outfit in the Super1600 field.

While others, notably Pauwels Motorsport and Stig-Olov 
Walfridson’s Helmia outfit, are chasing the team model and 
offering Supercar deals, there are not yet any other commercial 
opportunities in TouringCar or Super1600 – although Jaroslav 
Kalny continues to rent cars here and there in the latter class.

Bakkerud, like Timur Timerzyanov, Liam Doran and Tanner 
Foust, points the way forward in this market.

World wide print service and iPad magazine
The MagCloud print-on-demand service now delivers 
anywhere in the world. You can order a printed magazine to be 
delivered to your door simply by clicking the link on the left or 
from the back page. MagCloud also makes Rallycross World 
available for iPad. Just look for the free MagCloud app in the 
iPad App Store and then select Rallycross World from the 
MagCloud magazine store.
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Norwegian teenager Andreas Bakkerud has put himself in 
pole position for the Super1600 category of the 2011 European 
Rallycross Championship after signing up to race with title 
winning team Set Promotion.

Bakkerud drove in started the 2010 season with his own 
team and self-prepared Peugeot 206 but switched to one of Set 
Promotion’s Renault Clio IIs for the last two rounds, winning 
the series finale in the Czech Republic.

Working hard on his plans for the 2011 season, and winning 
the Norwegian ASN’s talent development programme and 
its attendant €40,000 prize, Bakkerud has now secured the 
prime drive for next year. “We’ve been working on a budget of 
almost NOK2 million [€240,000] and have put all the equity of 

our team into this deal which covers the ERC season as well a 
test in Holland before the championship and events at home 
in Bergen and at Lånke where the Norwegian ERC round will 
take place,” said Bakkerud.

Bakkerud Motorsport manager Raymond Handeland has 
brokered the deal, “I see it is an advantage to work with a 
foreign team; they have complete responsibility for the car and 
we will work hard with Andreas as a driver,” he said.

Bakkerud will finish his studies at Torsby’s technical school 
in Sweden and move home to Bergen where he will work full 
time on his motor sport career.

Set Promotion has won three ERC titles with team boss Jussi 
Pinomäki, and the 2010 D1-A crown with Timur Timerzyanov.
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Bakkerud Set for ’11
Norwegian is Super1600 title favourite

Bakkerud won the 2010 season finale and 
has the best car for 2011.

http://www.demon-tweeks.co.uk/Motorsport
https://www.demon-tweeks.co.uk/SignIn.do;jsessionid=7a914af8cea093ac33b1a5ccd680?method=view&t=r
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Diary gallery
Pastrana leaves
We’d just got used to the idea of Travis Pastrana being 
a Rallycross driver, when the American star packed his 
bags and headed off for NASCAR country. Pastrana’s 
absence leaves a gap next to Dave Mirra at Subaru USA, 
a seat tipped to be filled by Manxman Mark Higgins, 
and/or his younger brother David…
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Diary gallery
Stars of the new world
On the podium for the final round of the US Rallycross 
Championship round four winner Toomas Heikkinen is 
flanked  by the stars of the innaugural series; champion 
Tanner Foust and Englishman Liam Doran. The former 
enhanced his position as America’s star of the new 
sport while Doran won an army of new fans.
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Diary
November 1
Bergteamet is to build a Fiesta VII TouringCar that will 
be driven by Anton Marklund in the Swedish Rallycross 
Championship and, possibly, some ERC events in 2011. The car 
will use an IGM bodyshell similar to that in Derek Tohill’s 2010 
D2 title winning car. Marklund (18), is the son of Bergteamet 
boss Jan and is the first driver to commit to the TouringCar 
class that will be recognised within the Supernational class 
structure in  Sweden for the first time next year.

November 3
The FIAWorld Motor Sport Council approves the calendar 
for the 2011 European Rallycross Championship (RW #83) 
as well as rule changes in the series, most notably the change 
from numerical divisions to descriptive class names. The 
official announcement stating: “Division 1 will be known 
as ‘SuperCars’, Division 1A ‘Super1600’, and Division 2 
‘TouringCars’.”

» The MSA names former Junior Rallycross competitor 
Adam Gould as one of its two candidates for the FIA Institute 
Academy. The scheme allows every ASN to put forward two 
drivers from which the FIA will select 20 finalists to go forward 
to the selection event in Austria next February.

November 4
Ahead of the third and fourth rounds of the US Rallycross 
Championship, series promoter Rally Car announces that the 
first female competitors in its championship. Rally regulars 
Kristin Chute and Erika Detota are both set to start in the two-
wheel drive category at New Jersey Motorsports Park.

November 6
Sverre Isachsen wins the third round of the US Rallycross 
Championship. The European champion is fastest in the first 

and third heats before running away to take a clear A final 
win ahead of Toomas Heikkinen and Tanner Foust, the latter 
having been fastest in the second heat and adding to his tally 
in the championship. The two-wheel drive category gets its 
third different winner of the series, John Tancredi winning the 
event in his Mazda MX5 and leading home round two winner 
Matthew Johnson and round one victor Josh Wimpey.

November 7
Toomas Heikkinen wins the fourth and final round of the 
US Rallycross Championship. Helped a little by Eklund 
Motorsport’s careful reading of the regulations and its decision 
to run the Saab 93 on Ethanol, Heikkinen battles with pole 
starter Liam Doran (below) in the first few seconds of the A 

final, taking the lead in the first corner and then driving away 
for a clear victory. The first corner incident costs Doran several 
places, but he fights back to finish third, behind Tanner Foust 
who wins the championship in his Ford Fiesta VII. In his last 
drive for Subaru, Travis Pastrana gets to the A final via victory 
in the B and is joined on the back of the main event by Rhys 
Millen (below leading Mirra) who is parachuted into the A 

Te
rr

y 
H

al
l

Te
rr

y 
H

al
l

Te
rr

y 
H

al
l

http://www.racetuners.com/


final as ‘organiser’s option’. The pair move ahead of Dave Mirra 
and Jussi Pinomäki to place fourth and fifth. Matthew Johnson 
takes his second win of the series in the two-wheel drive 
group, but second-placed Josh Wimpey (above, with R3 winner 
Tancredi) completes his campaign in second place and as the 
class champion.

» George Tracey makes a victorious return to Rallycross 
when he wins the third round of the Motorsport Ireland 
championship at Mondello Park. Driving his Citroën Xsara 
ERC, Tracey leads home round two winner and defending 
champion Tommy Graham (Fiesta) and Subaru driver Michael 
Morris. The SuperModified class is won by Ian O’Connell 
while Gordon Lynch gains his first Stock Hatch win of the year. 

The Junior class is won by Joel Richardson in a Nissan Micra. 

November 11
Autosport Interntaional organisers announce that there will 
be Rallycross cars in the Fifth Gear Live Action Arena shows 
that take place during the four-day show at the UK’s NEC in 
Birmingham on January 13-16. The Live Action shows will 
be hosted by the TV show’s presenters Tiff Needell and Jason 
Plato. British Rallycross Championship promoter LHMC, 
which won the award for best stand at the 2010 Autosport 
International, is set to return to the show.

November 20
Andreas Bakkerud wins the €40,000 award in the Norwegian 
ASN’s ‘Bilsporttalentet’ scheme. The 19-year-old was chosen 
from the five drivers who underwent the final selection 
process in September. Bakkerud switched from his own team 
to Set Promotion for the last two rounds of the 2010 ERC 
season, winning his first event at series finale in the Czech 
Republic and finishing the year third in Division One-A. Fellow 
Rallycrossers Lars Øivind Enerberg and Daniel Holten also 
made it to the last five of the driver development scheme that 
was won in 2009 by Mats Lysen.

» Also a winner at the Norwegian ASN’s annual gala, Sverre 
Isachsen is given the NBF’s Diver of the Year award, becoming 
the seventh Rallycross driver to win the award in 23 years.

November 21
George Tracey (right) takes 
his second win of the 2010-
2011 Motorsport Ireland 
Rallycross Championship. 
BRC event winner Andy 
Scott worked Tracey hard, 
but lost his chance of victory 
with clutch problems 
in the Superfinal. Scott 
recovered to finish second 
in his Peugeot 306, ahead of 
Tommy Graham, Michael 
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Morris (Subaru) and David James (Mitsubishi Lancer) with 
SuperModified star Ian O’Connell making it through to sixth 
place in the Superfinal having earlier beaten Pearse Browne to 
the SuperModified A final win. Gordon Lynch took his second 
Stock Hatch win of the series and Joel Richardson again won 
the Junior class.

November 26
Andreas Bakkerud completes a deal to join SET Promotion for 
the 2011 European rallycross Championship. The Norwegian 
drove with the Finnish team in the last two rounds of the 2010 
series and will return to race one of the title winning squad’s 
Super1600 Renault Clio IIs in all ten rounds of the 2011 
championship.

November 28
At the end of a miserable and difficult year with his new Skoda 
Fabia II, Guttorm Lindefjell wins the Solberg Extreme Motor 
Show at Oslo’s Telenor Arena. The extrovert Norwegian beats 
European champion Sverre Isachsen in the final of the indoor 
event, the latter Helmia Motorsport’s Renault Clio III ERC 
in the event after damage sustained in the recent American 
events prevented him from driving his regular Ford Focus. The 
Supernational section of the event is won by Rune Engesvoll.

November 30
Following on from the successful tripartite event organised at 
Greinbach’s PS Racing Center in September, the RCC Süd and 
the Austrian ASN announce a three-year deal under which 
an Austrian event in the European Rallycross Championship 
will take place at the Styrian track. The move has been put 
together in agreement with organisers at Austria’s two other 
Rallycross tracks, Melk and Horn, who were also involved in 
the September event.
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RS Racing Center boss Erich Petrakovits and son 
Mario are already promoting next year’s ERC event.

http://www.muc-offmotorsport.co.uk
http://www.aaoil.co.uk/
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Kent Performance Cams Ltd.
Units 1-7 Military Road, Shorncliffe Industrial Estate, Folkestone, Kent CT20 3SP
Tel: 01303 248666   Fax: 01303 252508   Email: info@kentcams.com   www.kentcams.com

The Art of High Precision Grinding

Camshaft choice has never been
so difficult with so many so called
cam specialists out there!

We at Kent Cams can help make
that choice no more difficult than it
should be, with a specialised
knowledge of cam lobe grinding
our technical department can help
with all aspects of cam design and
production. We concentrate on
manufacturing the most advanced
cam profies currently available
outside of an F1 engine. Whether
you require one cam follower or a
full camshaft and valve train setup
you will receive the same exacting
precision that we apply to all our
projects. Put simply we intergrate
traditional craftsmanship with the
most accurate CNC grinding centre
in the world! 

Race Engineering Half  11/4/06  2:22 pm  Page 1
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Double top
First US series goes fourth

The inaugural US Rallycross Championship was concluded in 
November with a double header event that featured a handful of 
European drivers alongside a diverse field of home grown stars.

The expansion of the last of three weekends of Rallycross expanded 
the championship from its initial three rounds to four, and offered 
American victories to Sverre Isachsen and Toomas Heikkinen.

Tanner Foust put his name to the title in the series while the two-
wheel drive championship was won by Josh Wimpey, the VW Golf 
driver winning in round one and then featuring strongly in the 
following three events.

The RallyCar-promoted series had 35 cars in its final round and was 
successful in garnering high levels of media attention and a respectable 
live audience at New Jersey Motorsports Park. 

Plans are now being laid for a wider series of events to form the 2011 
championship which RallyCar will promote alongside its national and 
regional rally championships.

http://www.kentcams.com/
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The 2010 European Rallycross Championship brought Sverre 
Isachsen his second consecutive title. With five victories from 
the ten events, this was a demonstratively strong performance 
from the defending champion who put his name to the crown 
with a round in hand. 

Away from Division One, there were first time champions 
in both Divisions One-A and Two. In his second year with Set 
Promotion, Timur Timerzyanov was generally the class of the 
D1-A pack and, in the penultimate round, became the first 
Russian driver ever to win an ERC title. Ireland too gained 
its first European champion, Derek Tohill proving both the 
worth of meticulous planning and gritty determination to win 
through in a very competitive and hard fought battle to take 
the D2 title. In the first part of our championship review, this 
month we focus on Division One.

Overview
Even if there were fewer event winners than in some recent 
years, the class was competitive, although the effects of the 
prolonged global recession were evident in reduced entry 
levels at a number of events and a notable tailing off in the 
second half of the season. Over the ten events, 86 different 
drivers of 21 different nationalities took part in Division One, 
half of them (43) scoring points.

Isachsen’s relative dominance was assisted by the fact that 
no single rival was able to achieve a similar number of event 
victories; Michael Jernberg started the year with two wins, 
Liam Doran bagged two victories in a year during which he 
emerged not only as Britain’s new star, but as the man most 
likely to topple the champ. And there was a single victory for 
Belgian WRC star François Duval who sent Belgium fans home 
happy from Maasmechelen.

1st, Sverre Isachsen, =
The champion arrived for the first round of the championship 
with his Focus resplendent in the oddly attractive livery of new 
sponsor First Stop. The deal had all been a bit last minute and 
while the car looked good in new colours, its driver spent the 
first few weeks of the new season hiding the name of his old 
sponsor until a new racesuit arrived.

The first round, Portugal, was not all plain sailing for 
Isachsen, a second heat clash with Ludvig Hunsbedt leaving 
him with a non-finish and an absolute necessity to finish the 
third heat in order to score points. Isachsen had been second 
fastest in the first heat, and repeated that result in the third to 
book his place in the A final, where he again placed second.

Perhaps the most notable  aspect of the event, and of the 
following weekend’s French race, was that Isachsen, generally 
acknowledged as being the fastest starter in the game, was 
beaten from the grid.

France eventually brought Isachsen another second place, 
the champion having been in the mix throughout the heats, 
second, third and second, but again not looking as sharp as he 
had done in the 2009 season. Noting the start line problems, 
the team put things down to differential problems, but 
whatever the problems had been, by the third round at Lydden 

they were banished and Isachsen notched up his first win of 
the year having also been fastest in the first heat.

From Lydden, the championship moved to Hungary and, 
with his new racesuit now ready and confidence pumped up by 
the British win, Isachsen was utterly dominant; fastest times 
in the first and second heats and a clear win in the A final 
pushing the champion clear at the top of the points chart. The 
championship was still young, but suddenly Isachsen appeared 
have it grasped hold of it by the balls. Could anything stop the 
champion now?

In the days leading up to the Swedish round, and the half-
way point, it appeared that something might just stop him. the 
champion had flu and in the paddock at Höljes on Friday night 
he was not at all a well man. On Saturday morning the team 
had come up with a plan: its man would try the car in practice, 
just to see if he could drive, and then see how things went. If 
he wasn’t up to it, they’d pack up early and save the car for the 
following weekend’s Finnish race, the start of the second half. 
With two wins and two second places on the board, this was 
not as extreme a plan as it may appear; Isachsen would only 
add to his championship total for the first five rounds if he 
won in Sweden, even a second place would be worthless, so 
withdrawing if he was not on the pace, really would not have 
been so extreme. As it turned out, he did quite well. Having set 
fastest time in the first heat, Isachsen jibed at his rivals when 
quizzed about his form; ‘if the rest can’t beat me when I’m 50% 
fit they should not even try’ he coughed.

Sunday continued in much the same vein, and by some 
astonishing effort Isachsen added a third victory to his tally, 
locking down his total for the first five races at 77 points – of 
a possible 80 – and carrying an eight point championship lead 
into the second half of the year.

Much as the first half had a shaky start, so the second 
part of the year was wobbly. Still not 100% fit in Finland, 
and struggling as much as any in the scorching summer 
temperatures at Kouvola, Isachsen forced his way to the front 
of the A final. But his assault of Kenneth Hansen’s Citroën had 
been noted by officials...

Leading until the last corner, Isachsen was pursued 
throughout by Liam Doran who refused to believe he was 
beaten until the chequer fell. And when Isachsen landed his 
Focus heavily on the last corner jump and its engine died, 
he lost the victory to the other Citroën driver. The points 
leader celebrated second place – before officials informed him 
that he was excluded from the A final for the early contact. 
Usually that would have meant sixth place, but here it was 
fifth, Michael Jernberg earlier expelled for having triggered the 
second jump start.

The summer break fell between rounds six and seven, and 
when the circus reformed in Belgium, Isachsen worked hard, 
struggled to find good pace at Maasmechelen and went away 
with fifth place.

In Germany he was again on pole for the A final, but a rough 
and ragged first corner left his Focus against the fence. The 
race was restarted, with drivers given 20 minutes to effect 
repairs. This was Isachsen’s great ‘get out jail’ card, had the 

Review: ERC 2010

Isachsen’s repeat
Second title in competitive 2010 season
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race been re-run without that repair time, the champion would 
have been a non-starter. Whether this one incident changed 
the outcome of the championship or not could be debated 
forever, but when Isachsen subsequently won the restarted A 
final, it certainly turned the second part of the year his way.

And so to the last two rounds and the double header in 
Poland and the Czech Republic. The crown was up for grabs 
in Poland, but the decision depended as much upon what the 
key rivals did as how Isachsen performed. Pole fell easily to 
Isachsen in Poland, but at the start of the A final he lost out 
in the first corner tussle and spun off, parking neatly in the 
paddock return road before rejoining the race in last place. 
He eventually placed fifth after Andréas Eriksson retired, but 
was far from happy until it was pointed out, on his return to 
the paddock that, with Jernberg out of the top three, fifth was 
enough to seal the title for a second time.

The pressure was clearly off in the Czech Republic, and 
with nothing to lose Isachsen was able to drive freely. This 
was an impressive run, fastest times in the first and second 
heats preceded a clear victory, one that extended his winning 
margin in the championship and which sent the rest home for 
the winter to ponder what they must do to get ahead of the 
Norwegian.

2nd, Kenneth Hansen, +1
The most successful driver the sport has ever seen, Hansen 
is a man whose name is writ large across the record books 
with entries in almost every conceivable chapter. But here’s 
one he probably won’t care much for: the 2010 season was the 
first time since 1989 that that Hansen has completed an ERC 

campaign without a single event victory. His first two seasons, 
1987 and ’88 failed to yield a win, but since his first victory 
in 1989, he has never gone through a year without winning 
– until now.

Hansen being Hansen, he is also able to lay claim to two 
event victories in 2010. His long held ambition of turning his 
team into a machine that can guide others to victory as it has 
carried him so often to the top of the podium, took a big step 
towards becoming realised when Liam Doran drove a KHM 
Citroën C4 to victory in Finland and Poland. Hansen may 
not have won an event himself, but Doran’s two wins were 
savoured.

Eventually making his way to second place in the 
championship, Hansen pipped his team-mate to the place at 
the very last and it was clear that he had mixed emotions about 
doing so – but that’s racing, the rough with the smooth.

Hansen’s best results were a trio of second places achieved 
in Britain, Sweden and Germany. They sit beside third place 
finishes in Portugal, Hungary, Poland and the Czech Republic. 
It is perhaps more noteworthy that Hansen failed to make it 
to the A final in Belgium – the only time in the year that the 
master missed the main event. Without a win you could not 
possibly call this an exemplary Hansen season, and yet, in so 
many ways it was. This was often tough, uphill terrain for the 
King, but he was never beaten by it. By his own admission, 
unwilling now to push beyond the limits in search of those 
last fractions, Hansen can be fastest, but it does not happen 
often these days. Only Isachsen went to the A final ten times, 
Hansen was there in nine events and, ultimately, that is what 
carried him to second place.

Review: ERC 2010
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3rd, Liam Doran, +12
Here is the future.

The future is young. The future is big, and bold. The future is 
English.

Liam Doran gave ample warning of his innate ability to 
anyone who wanted to see it in a handful of impressive 2009 
outings. Bagging himself one of the best drives available for 
2010, Doran knew that he had a mountain to climb, but was 
determined to make the most of his opportunity. He went to 
most of the tracks blind and for all that he was a part of the 
most successful team in the championship’s history he was still 
the new kid on the block. An Englishman abroad.

There were times in the first half of the year when Doran’s 
raw pace was evident, but also when it was clear that the raw 
pace was not yet tempered by experience; Doran did not know 
how to drive slowly. But as the experience built so the ability 
to measure his performance developed. The calming influence 
is undoubtedly the hand of Hansen on his shoulder, but it did 
not prevent Doran from delivering killer speed when that was 
what was needed; his two event victories owe everything to his 
utter determination not to be beaten, and the ability to wring 
everything from his car. In both Finland and Poland he left 
his Citroën C4 wilted and steaming. Having followed him for 

a short while in that polish thrash, Hansen was shocked: “I’ve 
have not been behind Liam like that before and I don’t know 
how he goes so fast, I cannot go as quickly as him now,” he said.

So Doran won twice and is clearly the rising star of the 
series. What went wrong?

A spin while set for fastest time in the first heat in France 
probably cost Doran pole in round two. And with pole he 
could well have won that event. A big crash at Lydden – for 
which Ludvig Hunsbedt was penalised – left car and driver 
battered. Without it, a win at home was a distinct possibility, 
with it third place was a truly heroic effort. Engine problems 
ruined Hungary and the car was not with him in Sweden 
either. 

Second place in Belgium still rankles with Doran and the 
rain arrived to spoil his plans in Germany. Having never driven 
the C4 in the wet before he was on the back foot, and then got 
caught on a wide line and carried into the first corner barrier 
with Isachsen. The Czech Republic too offered the chance of 
a victory, but a driveline failure at the start consigned Doran 
to sixth place and allowed team boss Hansen to slip ahead for 
second in the series. Disappointed doesn’t come close to how 
Doran felt after that.

This, however, was an amazing season. Even allowing for 

the quality of the car and team around him, Doran’s first ERC 
season was great. The trick now will be to keep the momentum 
going...

4th, Michael Jernberg, –2
For a couple of weeks in May it looked as though this just 
might have been Michael Jernberg’s year. Back-to-back 
victories in Portugal and France set the Swede off on the best 
possible foot. But his attack crumbled in Britain where he 
lacked pace in the heats and failed to escape the B final. A few 
days later he fought back well and placed second in Hungary, 
but this was a track on which he has won in the past, and one 
to which the Skoda is ideally suited. Second was good, but 
ultimately not good enough – and neither was fifth place in 
Sweden. In reality the wheels had already come off Jernberg’s 
title challenge. On points he remained as the closest challenger 
to Isachsen until late in the year, but on the track he appeared 
to be out of steam. Third place in Belgium was his best finish 
from the second half of the season – getting nailed for the 
jump start in Finland the low point of the year, and perhaps 
ultimately the incident that really spelled the end of Jernberg’s 
title hopes.

5th, Stig-Olov Walfridson, +2
Sweden’s stealth bomber moved a couple of steps closer to the 
top of the ERC with his best season to date.

Gifted third place in Finland after Isachsen was penalised, 
Walfridson had his best result in the new event. Elsewhere 
he placed fourth in Hungary and repeated that position in 
Germany where he qualified well and again revelled in the wet 
conditions when the weather broke late in the day.

having won at Höljes in 2009, getting stuck in the B final 
this year was a massive blow, but not as bad as failing to score 
points in France where he never really hit his stride. Belgium 
too was disappointing and at the end of the year Walfridson, 
who harbours hopes of running a two-car team, turned his 
Clio over to Mats Lysen who put it into the A final at Sosnova.

Sixth to 10th,
Zero scores in Britain and Finland – where he had one of the 
biggest crashes of the year – a no-show in Belgium and B finals 
in Hungary and the Czech Republic, this was a messy sort of 
year for Andreas Eriksson. But for all that the Swede managed 
to haul his Fiesta up to sixth the year’s end, two places down on 
his 2009 placing, but not bad considering the difficult path his 
season followed.

Review: ERC 2010
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Sweden was the first event of the year for Frode Holte who 
gave his Volvo C30 a fine debut with third place. There were 
further visits to the podium with a brace of second places in 
Poland and the Czech Republic. It always was fairly clear that 
Holte’s ability was masked by the shortcomings of his car. Now 
equipped with good tackle, he’s set for more like this.

Right on it in Portugal, Ludvig Hunsbedt’s season never 
really recovered after he was penalised in the second heat of 
the opening event for the tussle with Isachsen. The A final was 
only reached twice, in Hungary and Finland, the latter resulting 
in second place. The fire is still there in Hunsbedt, but thus 
far the team has not provided him the tools necessary for a 
consistent challenge.

A lot was expected of Mats Lysen, perhaps too much. 
The D1-A title holder acquited himself well all year, never 
damaging the ex-Grönholm Fiesta and denied a points finish 
only by engine failure in Poland. At times he appeared lost, 
clearly overdriving the car in stark contrast to the silky smooth 
ease with which he’d won the ’09 title in his Renault. Germany, 
with overt backup from OMSE, was a high point in which he 
also drove beautifully for his first D1 podium. The year ended 
with a classy run to fifth in Walfridson’s Clio.

There were moments in the year during which Jos Kuypers 
reminded everyone of his considerable ability. But by his own 
admission, he’s ‘too old now to keep up the pace for long’. 
Again showing up only for the events that he enjoys, the 
Dutchman went to the A final in Hungary and Belgium and 
only just missed the cut in the series finale.

Others
Outside of the top ten in the championship there were notable 
performances from a number of drivers, perhaps none more 
so than Tanner Foust. If Doran’s first full season in the ERC 
was impressive the Foust’s year was absolutely amazing. Here’s 
a man, the first American ever to race in the ERC, who flew 
half way around the globe for each of his five ERC starts, who 
came to the series without any real knowledge of the tracks or 
the competition and who did not even fully understand how 
Rallycross worked until part way through his first event. And 
yet Foust qualified directly into the A final in only his second 
event and repeated the feat in his third outing – this blotted 
only a little by an impetuous last corner passing move on team 
boss Eriksson. Technical problems caused a non-score in 
Germany and the Czech Republic Foust ended his year as he’d 
begun it, in eighth place. On average his scoring rate is just a 
little better than Eriksson’s and with a full season planned for 
2011, Foust is going to be a man to watch.

Finishing the year in 12th place, the same as he had managed 
in 2009, Kevin Procter was bitterly disappointed with his own 
form by the end of the season. The British driver, however, 
might be considered to be the highest placed of the old school  
businessman-Rallycross driver; those who work hard and 
take the shortest possible trip away from their business at 
the weekend in order to chase the European championship. 
Kuypers, perhaps, falls into the same group – although he 
appears now to give the sport more of his time than Procter 
and his ilk can manage.
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The only event winner outside of the top ten is François 

Duval. Having made a solid debut in the 2009 Belgian round, 
Duval made two starts in 2010 with Pauwels Motorsport, 
winning the B final and going on to place fourth in Britain 
before returning for his home event. With Doran, Jernberg and 
Isachsen sharing the fastest times in the heats, a trio of second 
fastest runs put Duval on pole for the A final. There was a bit 
of controversy after the race, but no official action and Duval’s 
great start carried him to success and the first ERC victory by a 
Belgian driver in the championship’s history.

René Münnich is another in the old school mould. Six 
places higher in the 2010 season than in 2009 – during which 
the injury sustained in Austria put him out for several events 
– Münnich showed his true form late in the year when his new 
car was ready. Eighth place in Poland was a good start for the 
new car, but in the following week’s series finale engine failure 
put him out.

In 16th place on just three starts, Marc Laboulle continued 
his preparation for a full time move to the ERC by giving his 
new Citroën C4 a B final debut in France before venturing to 
Belgium and Holland in August, further B finals in each event. 
Laboulle is not just learning the tracks, but forging a technical 
path that will almost certainly force accepted knowledge and 
standard practice to be torn up. This is the technical future.

Finnish teenager Toomas Heikkinen made his ERC debut 
in Sweden and failed to score points. This was perhaps a little 
disappointing, but the event is also a tough one in which to 
begin. You should put Heikkinen’s performances in perspective 
by measuring them against those of Per Eklund, who had the 
same equipment, but several lifetime’s worth of experience 
more than  his young protege. Eklund managed just three 
poiunts in Sweden, so no disgrace for Heikkinen to miss out. 
In Finland, Heikkinen took four points, Eklund just two. And 
when the pair returned for the last two rounds of the year 
Heikkinen, by now the Finnish champion, took eight points 
to Eklund’s seven in Poland and then whipped the boss by 
making it to the B final and six points while the old man was at 
the tail end of the C final. This was an impressive campaign by 
Heikkinen, and one that promises much for the future.

Next month: Division One-A, Division Two and event analysis
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 P Driver Nat Car Tot P F GB H S 1-5 FIN B D PL CZ 6-10

 1 Sverre Isachsen N Ford Focus ST ERC 141 17 17 20 20 20 77 12 12 20 12 20 64

 2 Kenneth Hansen S Citroën C4 ERC 124 15 11 17 15 17 64 13 10 17 15 15 60

 3 Liam Doran GB Citroën C4 ERC 121 13 15 15 10 10 53 20 17 11 20 11 68

 4 Michael Jernberg S Skoda Fabia II ERC 121 20 20 8 17 12 69 11 15 6 13 13 52

 5 Stig-Olov Walfridsson S Renault Clio III ERC 91 12 0 12 13 8 45 15 8 13 10 - 46

 6 Andréas Eriksson S Ford Fiesta VII ERC 72 11 10 0 8 13 42 0 - 12 11 7 30

 7 Frode Holte N Volvo C30 ERC 69 - - - - 15 15 - 13 7 17 17 54

 8 Ludvig Hunsbedt  N Ford Focus ST ERC 64 7 5 1 11 5 28 17 1 5 6 8 36

 9 Mats Lysen N Fiesta ST/Clio III ERC 64 8 2 5 9 4 26 7 4 15 0 12 38

 10 Jos Kuypers NL Ford Focus ST ERC 59 - 8 9 12 - 29 - 11 9 - 10 30

 11 Tanner Foust USA Ford Fiesta VII ERC 40 9 - 11 - 11 31 - - 0 - 9 9

 12 Kevin Procter GB Ford Focus ST ERC 40 - 7 10 4 0 21 5 5 3 5 4 19

 13 Pavel Koutny CZ Ford Fiesta ST ERC 36 - 0 3 0 9 12 8 6 10 - 0 24

 14 François Duval B Ford Focus ST ERC 33 - - 13 - - 13 - 20 - - - 20

 15 René Münnich D Skoda Fabia ERC 30 6 1 0 7 0 14 3 0 4 9 0 16

 16 Marc Laboulle F Citroën C4 ERC 23 - 6 - - - 6 - 9 8 - - 17

 17 Michael De Keersmaecker B Ford Focus ST ERC 20 1 0 2 6 0 9 9 2 0 - E 11

 18 “Knapick” F Peugeot 207 ERC 19 5 0 4 - 0 9 10 - - - - 10

 19 Toomas Heikkinen FIN Saab 93 Aero ERC 18 - - - - 0 0 4 - - 8 6 18

 20 Morten Bermningrud N Citroën C4 ERC 18 4 0 - 2 6 12 0 3 0 0 3 6

 

FIA European Rallycross Championship 2010

P Montalegre 30.04-02.05.10
F  Kerlabo-Cohiniac 07-09.05.10
GB Lydden Hill 29-31.05.10
H Nyirad 04-06.06.10
S Höljes 02-04.07.10

FIN Kouvola 09-11.07.10
B Maasmechelen 06-08.08.10
D Buxtehude 13-15.08.10
PL Slomczyn 10-12.09.10
CZ Sosnova 117-19.09.10

Points scoring: 
20, 17, 15, 13, 12, 11, 10, 9, 8, 7, 6, 5, 4, 3, 2, 1 for first to 16th place
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145 Days. Sounds like a long time doesn’t it? This time last 
year, in the run towards the first round of the ERC, I thought 
that it was a long time. Hindsight is a wonderful thing, and as 
it turned out it wasn’t nearly enough time. This year we are in 
a much better position. For a start we don’t have half a car to 
build. Don’t get me wrong, there is a lot of work to do but it is 
directed in specific areas. I know we can still encounter a lot of 
problems, but hopefully we are doing things with enough time 
in hand to account for such issues.

Progress on the car is going quite well. I didn’t expect to 
have so many of the things that we want to improve on in place 
by this point. The new con-rods should be arriving any day 
now, so we have all the components for the engine. We have 
also got the parts required to make the new inlet manifold: a 
standard Renault inlet manifold which will be machined to be 
provide one flange (the cylinder head end), and a Ford Pinto 

DCOE manifold that will provide the flange for the throttle 
bodies. So it’s just a case of making the tubes to join up. I say 
‘just’ but this is one of the trickiest jobs on the car due to the 
angles involved, but it is one that I am sure the ever resourceful 
Michael and Frankie Boak combination will be able to achieve 
with apparent ease. I suppose it is the difference between being 
a professional and not, but they make the hardest of jobs look 
very easy!

The other main part we are waiting for is the gearbox. 
Gripper has stripped it and found a couple of minor problems 
so they are redesigning some of the parts. Once this is sorted, 
and they have changed the gear ratios with a new crown wheel 
and pinion we will have the gearbox back, just after Christmas 
I hope.

Once we have the engine and gearbox back in the car we will 
re-visit the rolling road, and hopefully come away with more 

Shoestring stories

Planning ahead
power. To aid this further we are going to take the spare wheel 
well out of the rear of the car as this will allow us to have the 
exhaust go straight through to the rear without any big bends. 
Hopefully the flow will be less effected, and give us a tiny bit 
more power (every one counts!).

The Super1600 2011 regulations have some brilliant news for 
me: the weight limit for the class has been raised from 950 to 
1000kgs for 2011. I can assure you we were the heaviest car in 
the class last season, so with the addition of the new glassfibre 
tailgate and passenger door that are being made for me by 
Magnum Motorsport, we should be right on the weight limit. 
With many other cars having to put weight on to meet this 
limit we will have gained on everyone in the class by virtue of 
the regulations, so that will give us a massive help going into 
2011 too!

As I write this I am in India, with a project based on a some 
English teaching and photography. Being here has made me 
realise how lucky we are in Europe to be as affluent as we 
are, and that we have the opportunities that we do, racing in 
Rallycross for instance. There are a few similarities between 
here and our sport though. The roads in India make even the 
roughest Rallycross track look like a billiard table. Coupled 
with that, there are next to no rules on the road. One driver 
said to me “We drive on the left hand side – some of the  time!”. 
On a road the size of a B road in the UK, I have seen two 
coaches side-by-side going in one direction, avoiding a truck, 

two motorbikes and an Auto-rickshaw going in the other 
direction. And it’s not just other road users you have to avoid. 
Cows, people and dogs also cause a hazard on the potholed 
roads. It’s like the chaos theory, somehow it just works. I think 
a lot of the drivers here would make great Rallycross drivers.

A quick mention for my two of my closest friends in 
Rallycross. My mechanic since I started Rallycross in 2005, 
Dave Tulett, made his own Rallycross debut at the Rallycross 
Superprix at the end of October. He borrowed a clubman 
modified Seat Ibiza, won his first heat race, and had a fantastic 
day. I told him before the event that once he had tried it that he 
would want more. I think he doubted me. 

It’s a funny thing motor sport, he is now selling his road 
car to fund buying the car. So when he isn’t at the ERC with 
me in 2011 he will be racing in the BTRDA SuperModified 
Championship. The other person who I wanted to mention is 
Michael Boak, who also made a debut at the Superprix. Still 
using his trusty Audi TT, but now with a TDI motor – the first 
of its kind in the sport. You will be able to read more about 
this car in the press in the coming months but I know it will be 
doing very well sooner rather than later. The thing has enough 
torque to tow the entire workshop to events I would think!

Things are coming together nicely for 2011, hopefully we will 
be at round one of the championship having completed some 
testing. Stranger things have happened, but then again, they 
probably haven’t.

He’s relaxed about the work he has to do, but not about Indian drivers. He’s Hal Ridge

Currently working in India (centre), 
Hal Ridge has been busy gathering 
parts to upgrade his Renault Clio for 
the 2011 ERC season.
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If you can’t shop here…

shop here: ERC24shop.com

Want Rallycross World as a 
printed magazine?

Click here or follow 
the links from 
RallycrossWorld.com

http://www.erc24shop.com/
http://www.magcloud.com/browse/Magazine/28165

