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Briefing
The best, the new, and 
world wide delivery
July brought us the best race in the European Rallycross 
Championship – we do not expect anyone to suddenly step up 
and challenge Finnskoga MK’s supremacy at this stage – and 
also the welcome return to Finland for a European event.

In this issue we take a look at the double header and whether 
the new boy on the scene was fighting an uphill battle by 
following the established masters. Being back in Finland was 
good, but like all the teams in the ERC we were glad of the 
chance to take a breather after what had been a hectic few 
weeks chasing across the breadth of Europe for the first six 
events of the year.

Rallycross almost got to America at the end of July, ESPN’s 
rebranded version of your favourite sport appearing as part of 
X Games 16 and serving as a part of the build up to the first 
real Rallycross event that comes at the end of this month in 
New Jersey.

World wide print service
It’s a year since we reformatted Rallycross World so that we 
could offer you the chance to order printed copies of the 
magazine via MagCloud. Until now the service has only been 
available in the US, UK and Canada but recent changes mean 
that you can now order a printed copy of Rallycross World 
to be delivered by post anywhere in the world. Just follow the 
links from page two, or the back cover to get you copy.

Late…
This issue is a few days later than we had planned, taking that 
summer breather threw us right off schedule. We’ll be back 
to normal next month when, hard as it seems to believe, we’ll 
looking at the last two rounds of the European championship, 
as well as the long awaited first ever Rallycross event in 
America.

How to get Rallycross World
Rallycross World is produced monthly and distributed as a pdf document
You can subscribe directly or receive it as a subscription benefit at ERC24.com
We also now offer a method for you to buy a printed copy via MagCloud

Subscribe
A direct subscription to 
Rallycross World cost €50 per 
year (12 issues).
Visit www.RallycrossWorld.
com and click the subscription 
link to subscribe online.

RallycrossWorld.com

Free at ERC24
It costs just €25 per year to 
join ERC24.com, and you can 
get Rallycross World for free!
Go to ERC24.com and follow 
the directions to complete 
your registration.

ERC24.com

Printed magazine
MagCloud is a print on 
demand service that means 
you can order a printed copy 
of the magazine that will be 
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Sverre Isachsen’s first experience as a Subaru driver may not 
have been as successful as he had hoped, but that will not stop 
the current European Rallycross Champion from considering 
using a Subaru in Rallycross events in Europe.

Ahead of his trip to America for the X Games at the end 
of July, Isachsen was already eager to try the third generation 
Subaru Impreza built by Vermont Sports Car that operates as 
Subaru Rally Team USA and had been impressed by the team’s 
approach. “I think this is going to be a very interesting car and 
I like the way the team works,” said Isachsen, “I’ve spoken to a 
lot of people about the Subaru and lots of them tell me that it 
is not powerful enough because of the material the engine is 
made from. That’s a not a problem with the Americans; they 
just say that if it’s not the right stuff, they’ll make a new one 
using the right stuff. I like that way of thinking and working,” 
said Isachsen.

The Norwegian went out of the X Games event with 
technical problems in the first round but is scheduled to return 
to America and race the car again in the second and third of 
the ‘Rallycross America’ events at New Jersey Motorsports 
Park in October and November. Despite having only ever 
driven Fords in the ERC, Isachsen is open about the possibility 
of changing marque.

“Why not? If the car is good then I will definitely think 
about using a Subaru in Europe. I have no connection with any 
manufacturer so I can change car if I want and of course I will 
think about any car that might be better,” he said.

Per Eklund remains the only driver ever to win ERC events 
for Subaru, the veteran Swede winning in Germany in 1993 
with his Legacy and at Melk in 1996 with the Impreza that 
superseded it. Belgian Patrick Van Mechelen is the most 
successful current Subaru pilot.
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Isachsen to Subaru?
European champion refuses to rule out car change

The Estering is the latest Rallycross track toi 
add a Joker Lap section.

Top story

La
rs

 G
an

ge

http://www.demon-tweeks.co.uk/Motorsport
http://www.demon-tweeks.co.uk/editor/519
http://publications.2evolv.co.uk/?userpath=00000082/00012581/00048044/


Rallycross World #80 – AUGUST 2010 | 76 | Rallycross World #80 – AUGUST 2010

Diary gallery
The son also shines
A gap of 18 years sits between Pat Doran’s only visit 
to the top step of the ERC podium and the first 
appearance of his son Liam as an ERC winner. Doran 
Jnr. became one of few British winners when he 
snatched glory in Finland in July.

 » p24
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Diary gallery
Sam Little’s big day
You won’t usually find pics of broken or dirty cars here, 
but Samuel Peu’s remarkable run at Höljes, his first 
event outside France, needs a mention. In the course 
of his journey from D to B final and 10th place, his 207 
was used hard and got a bit knocked around, but his 
progress was mesmerising.
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Diary gallery
Dreams not powerful enough
Even when they are in a poor car, there is something 
about a truly great driver that shines out. Multiple 
champion Matti Alamäki gave his all in this Honda 
Civic in Finland in July, but the fundamenatal basics are 
that the car is not nearly as good as its driver and after 
two car failures, he threw in the towel.
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Diary
June 30
Ford announces a three-car line up to defend its X Games 
gold medal. Swede Kenny Bräck will return to try and repeat 
his 2009 success in the event and will be joined by Tanner 
Foust who placed third in 2009 and Ken Block who drove with 
Subaru in last year’s event prior to his switch to Ford at the 
start of 2010. All three will drive OMSE-built and run Ford 
Fiesta VIIs in the event that takes place in Los Angeles at the 
end of July. Having said that he would not drive again after last 
year’s event, Bräck explained his return this year by saying: “It 
seems like The Eagles and Hotel California: You can check out 
but you can never leave!” 

July 4
Despite suffering from pneumonia throughout the weekend of 
the fifth round in the 2010 European Rallycross Championship, 
current title holder Sverre Isachsen take his third win of the 
year. Dominating the Swedish round of the championship at 
Höljes, Isachsen was fastest in the first two heats and led the 
A final from start to finish, shaking off an early challenge from 
Kenneth Hansen to take a comfortable victory and further 
extend his lead in the title battle. Hansen takes second place 

with Tanner Foust third to the finish line, but then relegated to 
sixth place for pushing team boss Andréas Eriksson in the last 
corner. As the incident had dropped Eriksson down the order, 
the beneficiary of this was Frode Holte who took a podium 
finish on the debut of his new Volvo C30 in which he had won 
the B final.
For the second year running Timur Timerzyanov wins the 
A final for Division One-A at Höljes, this time heading an 
exclusively Russian podium on which Ildar Rakhmatullin and 
Eduard Leganov finish second and third. In Division Two, 
Lars Øivind Enerberg takes his second straight win of the year, 
leading home Ole Håbjørg who is again right on the pace on 
his seasonal debut with the BMW 120. Round three winner 
Derek Tohill places third and is the only non-Norwegian in the 
A final.

The event matches Finnskoga MK’s usual exemplary 
organisational standard and attracts a new record crowd of 
26,850 to the tiny village venue.

» Driving what he describes as a “Rallycross car for tarmac”, 
Jonny Milner sets the second fastest time on the hillclimb 
course at the Goodwood Festival of Speed. The former 
Rallycross and rally champion’s Toyota Celica GT4 is the car 
he uses in the Toyota Sprint Series where he is the current 
champion. At Goodwood he ran the car on Michelin’s new 
radial Rallycross tyre.

July 10
Norway takes a step closer to returning the European 
Rallycross Championship when FIA Off-Road Commission 
President Andy Lasure confirms that, pending a successful 
circuit inspection and correctly filed application, a Norwegian 
event will be considered for inclusion in the 2011 series. The 
latest move remains based on plans to run the event at Lånke 
near Trondheim which had been slated as the venue for a 2010 
event before the failure to complete work at the track led to 
its removal from the candidate list. Division Two champion 
Knut Ove Børseth, who is based near Trondheim, has become 
involved with the renewed bid and is leading contact with the 
FIA. The plan is now for all work at the venue to completed 
by August 10 after which it will be inspected in time for the 
September meeting of the ORC.

July 11
Finland’s return to the European Rallycross Championship 
produces a thrilling event on a challenging new circuit at 
Kouvola. In an event that offers plenty of excitement and 
interest – including a spectacular exit in a multiple roll by 
Andréas Eriksson – Liam Doran clinches his first ERC victory 
after passing Sverre Isachsen in the last corner of the race. 
Doran had hunted Isachsen and closed on the champion 
throughout the A final and pounced when the leading Focus 
faltered in the last turn. Isachsen briefly celebrated second 

http://www.racetuners.com/


place before being informed that he had been excluded from 
the A final for an incident with Kenneth Hansen who had led 
at the start of the final. Isachsen was classified fifth as Michael 
Jernberg had been ejected from the A final after triggering 
the second jump start. Isachsen’s loss was Ludvig Hunsbedt’s 
gain, the former champ in the hunt throughout the weekend in 
Finland and going home with second place and his best finish 
of the year while Stig-Olov Walfridson gathered third and 

Hansen was fourth with mixed emotions at the end of an event 
in which he felt his team could have scored a one-two finish.
The Russian Clio twins were at the front of Division One-A 
again, but this time it was Ildar Rakhmatullin who won and led 
home compatriot Timur Timerzyanov to take his first victory. 
In his second appearance in Division One-A, Jussi Pinomäki 
drove the second of the Set Promotion Clios to third place and 
did a good job in reminding everyone just what a class act he 
is.
Division two had a messy end to what was otherwise a good 
final when Knut Ove Børseth’s last lap move on race leader 
Derek Tohill resulted in both Fiestas going off and Ole Kristian 
Nøttveit emerging in the lead to take his first victory.

» The British rallycross Championship makes its first ever 
appearance in Belgium with round four of the 2010 series 
running alongside a Belgian championship counter at 
Maasmechelen. The event provides David Binks with his first 
BRC victory and the British championship with its fourth 
different event winner in as many rounds. Andy Grant places 
second and retains the championship lead while Mike Howlin 
comes all the way through the event to bag a great third place 
finish in his Fiesta Millington. Julian Godfrey had earlier won 
the SuperModified A final while Dave Bellerby and Leo Forster 
topped the Suzuki Swift and RX150 order respectively.

» In the Belgian championship event also run at 
Maasmechelen, victory is taken by Jos Kuypers who leads 
home title holder Jochen Coox. Peter Vingerhoets collects 
Division one-A honours in his Peugeot 206 and Jos Sterkens 
leads home Ko Kasse and the new BMW 120 of Chris 
Moelands in Division Two. Luc Maris continued his winning 
ways in Division Three, winning the class in his Volvo S40 and 
leading home the 240 of son Steven.

» Former European champion Ron Snoeck debuts his new Seat 
Leon Division One car in the Belgian championship counter 
at Maasmechelen. Snoeck has built the car along with his own 
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team to replace the VW Golf he has raced since moving up 
from Division One-A. 

» Peter Ramler wins the fifth round of the Austrian Rallycross 
Championship at Greinbach where he notches up a clear 
victory in his Seat Leon and leads home Jurgen Weiß (Focus) 
and Alois Höller (Focus). Christian Petrakovits takes a similarly 
clear win in Division One-A while Roman Castoral (missing 
from the Scandinavian ERC events) shows up here with his old 
Group N Opel Astra and bags another Division Four victory.

July 12
Set Promotion stays on at Kouvola to run a test session with 
potential 2011 drivers. Norwegian Division One-A racer 
Andreas Bakkerud drove one of the team’s Renault Clios and 
set lap times comparable to those of championship leader 
Timur Timerzyanov. Bakkerud has not yet decided whether 
to continue running his own car in 2011 or to move to a 
commercial team. The identity of the second driver to drive in 
the test was not revealed.

July 16
Unable to earn enough points in the remaining races of 
the year to win the Division One-A Championship, Eduard 
Leganov withdraws from the 2010 European championship 
saying that chasing the title takes too much time and money 
and that he is not interested in finishing second again.

July 17
Toomas Heikkinen continued his winning ways in Finland 
by taking his fourth straight victory of the year in round 
four of the Finnish championship at Kauhajoki. First to the 
chequer was Sami Pakkala, but as the Honda driver had not 
used the Joker Lap section he was reclassified in sixth place 
and the win handed to Heikkinen. Juha-Pakke Mattila won 
the ‘Supernational’ class in his BMW 120 and Jukka Lassila 
collected Autocross honours in his Toyota MR2.

July 18
The sixth round of the French Rallycross Championship is 
won by Jerome Grosset-Janin who leads home Fabien Pailler 
and points leader Davy Jeanney. While the Division One title 
battle becomes increasingly competitive, Steven Bossard 
continues his domination of Division One-A by taking his 
sixth consecutive win of the year, this time leading home Eric 
Guillemette and David Olivier. Marc Morize takes the Division 
Three win while the Division Four victory is collected by 
Rudolf Schafer’s Citroën VTS. Maximilien Eveno is the winner 
of the Logan Trophy.

» The second round of the NEZ series takes place at Vilkyciai 
in Lithuania where Camilla Antonsen who topped a poorly 
contested Division One category. The Supernational class 
win also goes to Norway with Ola Frøshaug victorious ahead 
of Jokke Kallio who drives a Toyota MR2. The 2000cc class is 
taken by Roman Castoral who adds this NEZ appearance to 

http://www.muc-offmotorsport.co.uk
http://www.aaoil.co.uk/
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The Art of High Precision Grinding

Camshaft choice has never been
so difficult with so many so called
cam specialists out there!

We at Kent Cams can help make
that choice no more difficult than it
should be, with a specialised
knowledge of cam lobe grinding
our technical department can help
with all aspects of cam design and
production. We concentrate on
manufacturing the most advanced
cam profies currently available
outside of an F1 engine. Whether
you require one cam follower or a
full camshaft and valve train setup
you will receive the same exacting
precision that we apply to all our
projects. Put simply we intergrate
traditional craftsmanship with the
most accurate CNC grinding centre
in the world! 
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the programme of ERC and CEZ outings. The 1600cc win goes 
to Vainius Zulys with a VW Polo who leads home Sten Oja’s 
Lada Samara.

» The fourth round of the Dutch championship takes place at 
the Eurocircuit at Valkenswaard where Patrick Van Mechelen 
in the only Division One driver present and thus collects an 
unchallenged win. Peter Vingerhoets takes Division One-A 
honours while Steve Maris takes the Division Three win ahead 
of his father Luc. The event is notable as it is also attended by 
FIA observers who assess this ‘candidate’ race for inclusion in 
the 2011 European championship.

July 22
The August 1 round of the Rallycross Open Championship is 
cancelled. A notice on the website of host circuit Knockhill 
states that the event had attracted only 19 entries.

July 25
The NEZ series moves to Riga in Latvia where Camilla 
Antonsen wins her second event in a week, this time against 
a larger field in which Aldis Zebergs finishes second in his 
Toyota Corolla.  Ola Frøshaug takes his second ‘Supernational’ 
win, this time Witold Starobrat placing second in his BMW 
E36. The 1600 order is reversed from the Lithuanian race, Oja 
taking the win ahead of Zulys. The 2000 win is taken by Janis 

Berkis in a rear-drive Ford Fiesta.

July 31
Tanner Foust lands OMSE’s second straight win in the X 
Games as he pilots his Ford Fiesta VII to victory in the 
Los Angeles Coliseum. Foust beats Brian Deegan’s similar 
Fiesta in an all-Ford final and then goes on to win the new 
SuperRally section of the event. Rallycross by another name, 
the SuperRally event features four cars racing against each 
other. Foust takes the win, Deegan again second with Samuel 
Hübinette third in a Mitsubishi Lancer and Stephan Verdier 
fourth in a Subaru Impreza.

» The fourth event in the CEZ takes place at Sedlcany with 
Austrian Alois Holler the winner in his Ford Focus ahead 
of Marek Zeman’s Fiesta and the Seat Leon of Peter Ramler. 
Czech Jan Skala tops the Division One-A order in his Peugeot 
207, leading home Petr Bilek and Jaroslav Kalny while Roman 
Castoral bags yet another Division Four win.

 Obituary

We are sad to record the death on July 2 of Lynne Welch, wife 
of former British champion John.

It’s finally here. Rallycross will finally arrive in America later 
this month when the first of three events scheduled to take 
place at New Jersey Motorsports Park takes place over the 
weekend of August 27-29. While European fans will cast their 
eyes across the Atlantic, those in America who have already 
discovered Rallycross will finally get the chance to see the thing 
in the flesh.

The decision by ESPN to adopt Rallycross by another name 
and add it to the X Games in the new ‘Super Rally’ segment of 
the event, was an enormous bonus for everyone and will afford 
the RallyCar organisation [the newly rebranded Rally America 
company] a priceless publicity boost just a few weeks ahead 
of the first of its events. As well as gaining profile from this, 
the Rallycross events have been the subject of a detailed build 
up by ESPN, which will cover them, and which has produced 
a ‘Rallycross 101’ programme fronted by Tanner Foust to give 
American race fans the inside line on the cars and events.

Despite this relatively high profile build up, the first event 
is likely to be a relatively low-key affair, with three weeks to 
go the entry list contains just 18 cars, but is sure to develop 
further and the two later events are likely to be much more 
popular as they fall outside of other competition calendars.

RallyCar boss JB Niday has said that he would be happy for 
the events to build gradually: “I thought we’d be able to run the 
first three events quietly and fly under the radar for a year or 
so before anyone noticed what we were doing, but the interest 
in the events means that we have had to step things up a bit. 
I’d be very happy to see European drivers and/or cars but if we 
don’t get any it won’t worry me, the last thing I want to happen 
is that our guys get such a beating that they go away and never 
come back, we need them to get into Rallycross.”

Rallycross America
August 27-29, October 1-3, November 5-7

Over there!
First US Rallycross event this month

Rallycross America

Subaru is to join the Rallycross America events 
with Travis Pastrana (inset), Dave Mirra and 
Sverre Isachsen (main pic).
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Mini adventure in the low lands

Minicross boys and girls got a double dose of action in the 
low lands in July when they raced on consecutive weekends 
at the joint Belgian/British Rallycross Championship event 
at Maasmechelen ansd the Dutch championship round at 
Valkenswaard.

Neither event counted for Minicross championship points 
and the victor in Belgium was Kris Hudson who led home 
Minicross veteran Richard Wakeling in the A final.

A week later in Holland Wakeling again placed second, this 
time beaten to the chequer by John Tahcker while Hudson 
finished third.
Photos: Johan Dingenen, Jeremy Halse, Henk de Winter

Minis in the mix
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Finland’s scenic new ERC venue at Kouvola 
offered ERC competitors a challenging mix of 
fast and slow, in its undulating lap.

Shadowlands

New race versus best race

July brought the best race in the ERC calendar and the new 
kid on the block as the Swedish and Finnish events took place 
on consecutive weekends. On the face of it, reconstituting 
the old Sweden-Finland double header makes a lot of sense, 
those who have travelled east to Sweden can continue their 
journey to Finland rather than cover the same ground again 
for a separate trip. But on the other hand perhaps the Finns 
could have sought out another race to partner, or have been 
better advised to try and enter the calendar a week ahead of 
the Swedish race.

Perhaps the biggest problem with doing things they were 

done this year is that any shortcomings that there were in 
Finland, appear to be magnified because the event had been 
preceded by yet another text book example of just how best to 
do things courtesy of Finnskoga MK.

Let’s get this straight from the off, Finland was not at all a 
bad event and, had it followed one of those events that will be 
fighting for survival in the lower half of this year’s rankings, 
the likelihood is that Aviator and the AKK would have 
been roundly congratulated on a magnificent first attempt. 
Standing, as the event did, in Sweden’s shadow meant that, 
well, Finland is very much in the shadow.
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The most important ting to consider in these matters is 
the racetrack itself and the Tykkimäen Mottoriratta is a good 
addition to the championship. Its serpentine 1050 metres coil 
up and down a hillside and are scaled with turns of every kind 
on asphalt and gravel, banked and off camber, blind and open... 
The cars are in the air three or four times a lap, the kerbs 
charming, but will strike those who handle without care. First 
impressions of the track were not universally favourable, but 
as they settled into driving the track that lays on the outskirts 
of Kouvola, drivers came to appreciate its challenge and to 
recognise that it rewarded those who were prepared to work 
for a lap time. After 2008’s failed candidate event, a huge effort 
was put into rebuilding the track, and it shows. 

It’s perhaps too much to expect that a new organiser can 
enter the series with top notch paddock facilities as well as 
a good track. Unless the two separate areas are opened out 
into one, the disjointed nature of the paddock at Kouvola is 
always going to make things difficult, but with more planning 
and organisation the available space could have been utilised 
better,  the teams parked more tidily and a better job done 
of the paddock for this event. Likewise the venue is short on 
permanent facilities and there was a hint of flying by the seat of 
the pants about the whole thing.

It’s easy to be negative, but there are huge positives in the 
achievement of all involved in securing the event for Finland. 
In the decade that has elapsed since the ERC last appeared in 
Finland the old hands at Helsingin UA have moved on and the 
current organiser has started from ground zero. Those actually 
running the event on the day need to get out of Finland and see 
how the ERC runs at other places [preferably the good ones] 
and take some ideas and lessons home. The new boys did a 
good job and deserve to remain as part of the championship 
and build on what are solid foundations. They may even 
emerge from that shadow.

When FIA Off-Road Commission president Andy Lasure 
accused Finnskoga MK’s Clerk of the Course Morgan Ostlund 
of ‘being like a German’, it was meant as a compliment because 
Ostlund runs the Höljes event with teutonic efficiency, hitting 
every deadline in the timetable.

Höljes is a great event, but it didn’t get to be like this 
overnight. As we pointed out last year (RW68) the event’s 
current success is the result of more than a decade of 
consistent and steady progress, refinement and improvement, 
lesson learning and team building that has created the biggest 

and best event in the ERC. In Rallycross, only Lohéac’s FRC 
round can pull a bigger crowd; but it has a larger pool in which 
to trawl for spectators and is, like Höljes, also the product of 
long and consistent development.

It’s difficult to fault Höljes without sounding churlish and it’s 
equally difficult to add further praise to this sanctified event. 
Perhaps the greatest credit you can pay is to point out that the 
event runs so smoothly that it appears easy; there never seems 
to be any stress or trouble among the organisers and officicials, 
everyone seems clear about what their job is, and happy to 
get on and do it. It’s a grand place to be and atmosphere in 

the camping and partying areas around the track is genuinely 
unmatched anywhere in Rallycross. There are very many things 
that happen at Höljes that could not happen at every event, but 
there are so many exemplary ideas, systems and procedures 
that every organiser should visit, cherry pick what they can 
and implement what has to be regarded as ‘best practice’.

Inconceivable as it sounds, Norway is likely to be the new 
boy in the ERC gang next year and while it appears that NAF 
Trønderlag has reinforced its team with additional expertise, 
it may care to take notice of Finland’s experience and chart a 
course that steers clear of Sweden’s long shadow...

Finland (top left) offered close racing and a good view 
of it for the fans. However good the new race was, its 
place in the calendar after Sweden (main and below) 
left it in the shadow of the best race.



Britain’s other champion
The Divisional question arises again with Hutton, a driver who, 
in different circumstances could perhaps have become Britian’s 
most successful driver. 

Just 24 when he won the championship in 1994, Hutton 
had arrived in Rallycross via schoolboy speedway and then 
Minicross, posting some ‘youngest-ever’ record book entries 
on his way – including an event win at 19 in a Metro 6R4.

By the time he stepped into the Group N Escort Cosworth in 
1993 – he won an event at Lydden on New Year’s Day to give 
the Escort Cosworth it’s first ever victory – Hutton was already 
a fully rounded competitor but lost out on the 1993 European 
title to Ludvig Hunsbedt, the more experienced Norwegian 
having the edge on his young British rival. 

The following year, however, Hutton delivered the goods 
and claimed the title. There followed a brief period with a less 
than fully competitive ‘Supercar’ before Hutton retired from 
competition, six wins and the ’94 title on his slate.

Divided success
Including the likes of Reeves and Hutton who won their 
events in one of the ‘Divisions’ means that the win list must 
also feature Nick Jones who won the Group N category in 
the British round of the 1994 championship with a Sierra 
Cosworth ‘Saphire’.

The picture then becoming further complicated by the non-
championship 1400 Cup class that accompanied the ERC from 
1993 to 2000 and then became Division Two-A for a further 
two years. It was an ERA Cup class only in the years that 
interest us, father and son double act Cecil and John Haffey 
using the same Suzuki Swift to win the Irish and British events 
respectively in 1994. 

And while we are on this confusing journey, a footnote on 
Kevin Sherry who won the 1400 Cup class at Mondello Park 
in 1993. Living in Northern Ireland, Sherry probably qualified 
to be classed as British somewhere down the line, but having 
been born in Canada and being a Canadian passport holder 
he was proud of his nationality and entered the records as the 
first, and so far, only Canadian winner.
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When Liam Doran flashed past the chequer to win the Finnish 
round of the European Rallycross Championship one of the 
first questions posed was: When was the last time an event was 
won by a British driver?

The simple answer, and the one that has the best headline 
and perfect symmetry is that Liam’s father Pat won the French 
round of the championship all the way back in 1992. That also 
relies on the fact that we consider the ‘winner’ to be the winner 
of the main class, back then it was still known as Division Two, 
now Division One. But if you look at all the classes involved, 
then the last British win was provided by Richard Hutton at 
the end of the 1994 season when he also claimed the Division 
Two (then for four-wheel drive Group N cars) championship in 
his Escort Cosworth.

Perhaps more surprisingly, Doran became only the ninth 
British driver ever to win an ERC event – but on our original 
pretext he’s actually only the sixth, or should that be the 11th?

Going back to the beginning of the ERC, John Taylor won 
five events and, in 1973, became the sport’s first European 
champion. Taylor’s great nemesis in those early days was Rod 

Chapman, the two Brits just half-a-point apart at the end of the 
year. But Chapman’s success in Europe was less than Taylor’s 
and he has only a single event win to his credit.

Rarely, if ever, seen outside of the UK, Mini maestro Tom 
Airey twice beat the Europeans at Lydden and has a brace of 
ERC victories inscribed against his name in the record book.

The argument as to whether Divisional victories count, 
comes into play when we reach Trevor Reeves’ first victory. 
The Londoner featured strongly in the old two-wheel drive 
Group A-based Division One, notching up seven event wins in 
Escort RS Turbo and Sierra Cosworth.

Next on the role of honour is Will Gollop who, with seven 
ERC event victories, the 1992 title and a glistening National 
record remains Britain’s most successful Rallycross driver . 

And then there is the last one, or not, depending on your 
point of view. As Chapman had run Taylor close in 1973, so in 
1992 it was Pat Doran who emerged to hound Gollop in what 
would ultimately become his title winning year in Europe. And 
Doran’s big day came in France where he landed what would be 
his only (so far) ERC event win in his RS200.

Doran joins Europe’s Brit elite

Britain’s new star
British winners in the ERC
driver event wins champion notes
John Taylor  five 1973
Rod Chapman  one
Tom Airey  two
Trevor Reeves  seven 
Will Gollop  seven 1992
Pat Doran  one  07.06.92
Richard Hutton  six 1994 Last win on 02.10.94
Nick Jones  one  
Cecil Haffey  one  ERA 1400 Cup
John Haffey  one  ERA 1400 Cup
Liam Doran  one

Laim Doran joined the small group of British 
drivers who have won in Europe. Right top to 
bottom: Will Gollop remaisn the most successful 
Brit. Richard Hutton won in germany in 1994 at 
the end of his title year. John Taylor (right) led 
Britain into Europe.
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Despite spending most of my time at university working 
towards Rallycross in some form, mainly the Clio towards the 
end, I did actually somehow manage to get a decent degree, 
surprising as that may sound. So now theoretically, being a 
professional journalist and photographer, this leads to work. 

Although, having said that, work is more like play when you 
get asked to travel to Sweden to write about the European 
Rallycross Championship. The team at ERC24.com knew I 
wasn’t to race in Sweden, so I was asked along to assist with 
writing for the website. I have done this previously on a 
number of occasions over the last couple of years, but having 
now competed in an ERC round it gives you an altogether 

different insight. It was the little things like interviewing Jussi 
Pinomaki at the same time as mentally gathering information 
about the Set Promotion Clio in the awning. Normally, it is 
significantly more difficult to get up close to the top cars in the 
ERC, but when you’re there as a journo, the situation is slightly 
different. Not to abuse the privilege at all, but it certainly helps. 

It was all the small details of the event I seemed to notice 
more too, that could have an effect on the way I race. I spent 
almost the entire weekend bobbing between the forming up 
area and the start line when the Division One-As were out. 
Having watched many starts, you start to get an idea which 
drivers do certain things, warming tyres or not, how they 

Shoestring stories

The Ridge Clio is almost ready for 
its second event. A new clutch cover 
and modified throttle bodies (top 
right) and new CV joints (below) are 
among the parts changed since the 
debiut. Far right, Ridge did dutry for 
the ERC24.com team while he was 
out of the saddle.

Write to race
position their cars in their grid slots and so on.

And for exactly the same reason as Sweden, I won’t be racing 
in Belgium. Work for ERC24.com calls again. As I write this 
the car is now almost sorted for Germany. We eventually 
managed to source a new clutch cover that should be up to the 
job of race starts. After the problems at Lydden Hill with the 
throttle sticking open, we sent the throttle bodies to Jenvey to 
be adapted and I must say their service was fantastic. We had 
an oil leak issue at Lydden, so the engine has been removed, 
seals changed and put back in, which also gave me a good 
opportunity to check everything over. The aluminium radiator 
has been adapted and totally re-cored, so not only should it not 
leak, but it should be more efficient and give us more room at 
the front of the engine bay. As with any racing car, there are 
niggly things we are changing all the time, how the window net 
clips in for instance, but these are all incremental details.

The last remaining problem we need to sort on the car 
before Germany is to resolve the problem that caused the car 
to lose a wheel at Lydden. The car uses Peugeot 205 GTi rear 
hubs, which are mounted via a standard stub axle into custom 
made trailing arms. Have stripped the arms down, we have 
discovered that the stub axle was not only too short, but it did 
not sit properly in the steel carrier on the arm. The stub axle 

is 25mm in diameter, and having now checked, we know that 
the bore of the arm is one inch. Anyone with a ruler can work 
out that the tolerance is far too great here, and would have 
given good reason for the stub axle to become loose and thus 
break. So, longer stub axles were needed. A fortune new from 
Peugeot, I eventually got hold of a Peugeot 306 HDi Estate 
rear axle from which to pilfer the stub axles, and through 
the fantastic engineering ability of Mick and Frankie at MB 
Motorsport, to who I am forever in debt, the arms are being 
drilled and sleeved to ensure that the unit is as strong as it 
should be.

That then just leaves the problem of replacing the weak rose 
joints before Germany, and with finances being the issue as 
ever I am currently in discussions with the lovely people at 
McGill Motorsport to see if we can sort some kind of deal out.

Hopefully we will be more prepared for racing in Germany 
than we were for our first event, for instance we now have 
more spare driveshafts, and hopefully more of the things 
we will need it the van. Racing in Buxterhude will be a great 
experience, my first ERC event outside the UK will feel like my 
first proper ERC round, away from the familiar environment 
of Lydden Hill – the dream continues, but I must keep 
remembering it is just another elaborate test session.

He’s a qualified journalist, but racing is still the dream for Hal Ridge



If you can’t shop here…

shop here: ERC24shop.com

Want Rallycross World as 
a printed magazine?

Click here to order your 
copy

http://www.erc24shop.com/
http://www.magcloud.com/browse/Issue/104696

