
Rallycrossworld • monde • welt • värld

#46 – October 2007

CUP TO 

REPLACE 

Grp N IN 

2009 D2

NEW 

STOCK 

HATCH 

FOR 2008

IRC 

TAKES 

WINTER 

DATES

ERC 2007 – HOW LARS 
LARSSON WON THE 
MOST CLOSELY FOUGHT 
CHAMPIONSHIP IN YEARS

ph
ot

o:
 E

RC
24

.c
om

/Ja
n 

Kå
re

 R
af

os
s

www.myriorama.com
www.erc24.com
www.ERC24.com


Click it!
Advertisements in Rallycross 
World are interactive – click on 
them to jump straight to the 
advertiser’s website.

And make sure you check 
the whole advert as some 
have multiple links – and 
you wouldn’t want to miss 
anything, would you.

There are also links from 
some editorial items and we 
will always try to offer a live 
link wherever we quote a 
website address in editorial 
content.

Rallycross World is also 
featured at the recently 
launched website  
www.myriorama.com

Copyright
Rallycross World is a Myriorama 
production published by Tim 
Whittington.

This publication may not 
be redistributed, copied or 
reproduced in whole or in 
part in any form without 
the written consent of the 
copyright holder. Unless 
otherwise stated, all text and 
photographs are © copyright 
Tim Whittington 2007.

Contributors: Eddi Laumanns,  
Jacques Privat, Jan Kåre Rafoss, 
Henk de Winter.
This issue published Oct 8
Next issue published Nov 8
rallycrossworld@myriorama.com
www.myriorama.com

Parting words
After his crushing win in the Polish round of 
the ERC moved him closer to retaining the 
European title, Lars Larsson was quizzed as to 
whether he was really going to quit.

After all, at the same point in the 2006 season 
the Swede had also been set on retirement, 
only to change his mind having won the 
championship.

“Where will you be next year, I mean, will 
you build a new car and race again?” asked one 
journalist.

“I’ll come to some races, but I will be in the 
grandstand!” said Larsson in reply.

The Swede notched up another event in the 
Czech Republic the following week to complete 
his successful defence of the title. Quite clearly 
still at the top of his game, Larsson has become 
fed up with the travelling and sheer time and 
effort necessary to contest a full ERC season.

As the debate over the length of the 
championship rumbles on – drivers and teams 
arguing for a maximum of ten rounds, FIA 
officials floating ideas of 14 events – all should 
take on board the reasons behind Larsson’s 
decision.

         rallycrossworld@myriorama.com
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Briefing
Cup class makes good 
sense for Rallycross
The FIA’s decision to endorse the Rallycross Cup class as 
the replacement for Division Two from 2009 is a massive 
vote of confidence in the fledgling category. More than that, 
the decision means that, as long last, the ERC will have a full 
compliment of proper Rallycross classes.

There has a been a lot of misunderstanding about the rules 
of the class this year, largely due to the fact that car builders in 
Scandinavia had been led to believe that you could not use a 
live axle in Cup cars. Now that everyone has seen Jos Sterkens’ 
car (which has an axle) and how the Belgian has engineered his 
solution, there seems to be a warmer feeling towards the class. 
Equally important is the decision of Guino Kenis and Michael De 
Keersmaecker to build their new BMW using the one-series’ 
original independent rear-end.

During the Polish ERC round national ‘Class Six’ competitors 
were allowed to take part in the Rallycross Cup section of the 
event even though their cars did not comply with the rules. 
Class Six is based on the Cup regs, but allows cars with lapsed 
homologation to compete. This meant that various BMW three-
series (of E30 and E36 vintage), as well as a Toyota Corolla 
were admitted to the event. Homologation details meant the 
E36s did not quite measure up, and then it was discovered that 
Andrzej Grigorjew’s Seat which had been built for the class, did 
not meet the regs because of problems with its engine position.

This didn’t matter much: Sterkens was champion and the 
addition of extra drivers in a non-championship category didn’t 
was of little consequence. It did, however, encourage those 
Polish driver to feel that they had the ability to run at ERC pace. 
Now they know that they just need to update their cars…

The Class Six idea has drawbacks, but also has merits which 
other national series may do well to consider. There are 
thousands of used E30 and E36 BMWs out there and they 
are very cheap cars. As a stepping stone between entry point 
classes and fully-fledged ERC-type competition, a relaxed 
version of the Rallycross Cup could be a good way forward. It 
also offers all the fun of racing a rear-drive car.
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The FIA Off Roads Commission agreed at its September meeting 
that 2008 would be the last season for the current Group N-
based Division Two.

The two-litre, front wheel drive, Group N cars have been 
prescribed for Division Two since 1999 when they replaced the 
previous four-wheel drive Group N category. 

From the start of the 2009 season Division Two will be for 
the rear-wheel drive cars currently competing as the ‘Rallycross 
Cup’. The introduction of the cars as the third category in the 
ERC completes a gradual shift to a greatly simplified set of 
technical regulations. Once the Cup car have been introduced to 
Division Two, all three divisions will share a single set of chassis 
construction regulations: in essence the ERC will have just one 
set of rules, the difference between Divisions One, One-A and 
Two marked out by various restrictions concerning engines, 
transmission, aerodynamic aids, etc.

Although up take of the Rallycross Cup has been slow during 
2007, it is believed that more cars are being built for the class, 
and also that the early announcement that the rear-drive cars 

will form Division Two from 2009, will give competitors the 
confidence to move to the class.

De Keersmaecker makes the move
New Division One-A European champion, Michael De 
Keersmaecker  is set to make the switch to the Rallycross Cup 
in 2008.

The Belgian is working together with the GA Engineering 
outfit run by his Belcar co-driver Guino Kenis on a BMW one-
series that should be complete and ready for testing by the end 
of this year.

Kenis already has experience of working with the small BMW 
and will offer complete cars for sale. “I think it will work,” he 
said. “We know the car quite well and there are also a lot of 
good parts available from BMW Motorsport. We need to build 
an engine that suits Rallycross and also to source a gearbox, I 
want to have one that will allow us to change ratios very easily,” 
said Kenis who hopes to have the first car complete and ready to 
test during December.

Time up for Group N
Rallycross Cup to become Division Two for 2009 season

Group N-based Division two will have its 
last season in 2008 before being replaced 
by the Rallycross Cup cars.



September 15
Weekend of the penultimate ERC round starts 
with news of a revised proposed calendar for 
the 2008 championship, as well as detail changes 
to the technical regs and a timetable for the 
mandatory use of the HANS device.

September 15
Belgian Jochen Coox is identified as the new 
owner of Larsson’s 2006 title winning ‘Helga I’. 
Coox has bought the car from Koen Pauwels 
who says he is talking to several parties regarding 
‘Helga II’.

September 16
Lars Larsson wins the Polish ERC round at the 
end of a weekend when, frankly, he had made 
the rest of the field look a little silly. Despite his 
win and complete mastery of the Tor Slomczyn, 
Larsson remains one point behind runner 
up Kenneth Hansen. The event ends amid 
controversy after the stewards credit Andreas 
Eriksson with third place in the A final, even 
though he did not take part in the restarted race.

September 17
George Tracey tests Olivier Anne’s Citroën C4 at 
Slomczyn and strikes a deal to buy the car from 
the Frenchman. He will race it for the first time at 
Mondello Park on October 14.

September 21
The organiser of the Gatebil Grand Prix at 
Drammen on October 6 announces that Martin 
Schanche will take part in the event driving a Ford 
Focus WRC with a claimed 800bhp.

September 22
Michael Jernberg’s bid for the ERC title grinds 
to a halt in the first day of the final round. After 
suffering two engine failures in Poland, the 
Swede is stopped in his tracks by further engine 
problems in the Czech Republic.

September 23
Larsson wins the ERC finale in the Czech 
Republic and, with it, secures his second straight 
ERC crown. Points leader Hansen has a miserable 
weekend which includes and engine failure and 
two crashes. For only the third time in 21 years, 
the Swede fails to qualify for the finals.

September 23
Irish rally driver Eddie Kinirons visits the Czech 
ERC round and strikes a deal to buy Pavel 
Koutny’s Ford Focus. 

September 23
Morten Jespersen completes his run of domestic 

Danish national events with another win and 
another track record. Jespersen is working 
towards a full ERC season with his Peugeot 206 
ERC in 2008.

September 23
David Meslier wins the penultimate round of the 
French championship and sets up a grandstand 
finish for the final round at Dreux.

Look out for… 

October 14
The final round of the FRC at the new Dreux 
track. David Meslier and Jean-Luc Pailler will go 
head-to-head for the title and Meslier is on home 
ground; Philippe Chanoine who owns the team 
he drives for is a co-founder of the track.

October 14 & 21
The last two rounds of the British Rallycross 
Championship. First up is the annual trip to 
Mondello Park where the BRC shares the bill 
with the Irish championship. The following 
weekend the whole show is moved to the fast, 
wide open spaces of Croft. Andrew Jordan leads 
the points, but factoring in dropped scores leaves 
him level with Ollie O’Donovan entering the final 
double header. Seven drivers remain in with a 
mathematical chance of winning the title…

Diary
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Stock Hatch extras  

for 2008 BRC 
There will be an additional Stock Hatch class in the 2008 Kumho 
Tyres MSA British Rallycross Championship. The new category, 
aimed at bridging the gap between the current Stock Hatch class 
and SuperModified, will allow 1600cc multi-valve cars. 

The new class will have no minimum age limit (the existing 
Stock Hatch requires cars to be at least three years old), but 
will have a maximum age limit of ten years. This rule has been 
introduced as a method of keeping the image of the class up to 
date at the same time as giving cars a decent competitive life. 
Engine restrictions in the revised version of the class will allow 
1600cc multi-valve cars without variable valve timing and 1400cc 
multi-valves with variable timing. Cars in the class will have to 
meet minimum weight limits which will be established for each 
individual model of car.

The current Stock Hatch class will continue unaltered by 
the introduction of the new cars. In accordance with details 
announced at the start of the 2007 season, all Stock Hatch cars 
will be required to use Kumho tyres in 2008.

“This change has been well considered following input from 
the current drivers and provides for new drivers and cars to 
come into Rallycross without sidelining existing drivers or 
devaluing their cars,” said Keith Scott, the BRDA’s Stock Hatch 
Driver Representative. 

The change has been made following the process of reviewing 
technical regulations announced by the BRDA in January.

No Scottish trip for 2008 BRC
The 2008 Kumho Tyres MSA British Rallycross Championship 
will, provisionally, be based on seven events. 

“We will not run a meeting at Knockhill in 2008. This is by 
mutual agreement with the circuit, but does not rule out a return 
to Scotland in future,” said BRDA chairman John Horton.

Full dates for the BRC remain to be confirmed, but the 
championship will start at Lydden on Easter Monday, March 24. 
Also confirmed at this stage is the August Bank Holiday Monday 
event at Lydden (August 26) and a two-day event at Pembrey on 
the Whitsun Bank Holiday of May 4-5. 

A second date at Pembrey, a final round at Croft and a round 
at Mondello Park are expected to be added to the final calendar.

New face of Stock Hatch? Citroën C2 VTS 
will be a favourite in the additional class

Knockhill is off the BRC schedule for 2008, 
but could return in future

www.kentcams.com
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Another Belgian event for Ridge
Stock Hatch racer Hal Ridge took part in the penultimate round 
of the Belgian Rallycross Championship on October 7.

Ridge, placed 15th in Division One-A despite his Stock 
Hatch Peugeot 205 GTi being at a considerable power and grip 
disadvantage compared to the opposition.

Ridge previously took part in the Belgian and Dutch 
championship events in July and is currently working on plans for 
the 2008 season that are likely to see him return to the Benelux 
series regularly.

The 20-year-old University of Sunderland student has also 
made his 205 available on a rental basis during the 2007 season.

New winter schedule 

for revised IRC 
The Motorsport Ireland Rallycross Championship will switch to 
a winter schedule and take place over six rounds, with all scores 
to count, between October and March.

The change has been made following much discussion during 
the summer and means that there will be two Irish Rallycross 
Championship running concurrently until the end of 2007. The 
2007 IRC has three rounds remaining to run. The events on 
October 14 and on November 4 and 25 form the final three 
rounds of the current championship, and the first half of the new 
2007-’08 IRC which continues on February 3, 17 and March 9.

All events will take place at Mondello Park, but championship 
official Graham Lenehan is hopeful that the 2008-’09 
championship include a round in Britain. “We’re waiting for the 
British championship calendar to be set, but the plan is that next 
year’s championship will start with an event in England or Wales 
early in the autumn It will add variety and help us to stretch the 
season a little,” he said.

The IRC has also introduced a Group N class using the current 
FIA Division Two rules.

“It may seem a bit odd as the Group N class is being finished 
in the ERC,” said Lenehan. “But it’s a good step up from Stock 
Hatch and a lot of drivers here want that. And, because the class 
is coming to an end in a lot other places, there are plenty of cars 
for sale at the moment.”

mailto:mattroachracing@hotmail.co.uk


Lars Larsson had little intention of continuing to drive in 
Rallycross past the end of the 2006 season, but the Swede, 
together with his backers at Toveks Racing, thought that it was 
poor form to win the title and then walk away. So, with the ERC 
crown in the bag, Larsson and his team decided to return for 
one more year. Armed with a brand new Skoda Fabia, Larsson 
pitched up for the first round of the 2007 season at Motalegre in 

Portugal quietly intent on mounting a robust defence of the title 
in what looked like being a very closely fought season.

Andreas Eriksson had given notice of his aim to join the top 
table during the 2006 season and opened the 2007 season by 
bagging pole for the A final in the Ford Team RS Sweden Fiesta.

It was, however, champion Larsson who took the win, 
climbing to the top of the podium ahead of Ludvig Hunsbedt 

and Kenneth Hansen. Hunsbedt’s form in his first event 
with Bergteamet’s new Volvo S40 exceeded everybody’s 
expectations, and was the beginning of a remarkable year for the 
returning former champion. Per Eklund won through from the 
B final and just missed the podium but was classified ahead of 
Eriksson who led but struck one of the track’s solid markers, and 
Sverre Isachsen.

Larsson logs off in style
Swede calls time on driving career with second ERC title
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Portugal:
Larsson won the opening round of the 
championship
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As has become usual, the championship moved from Portugal 
to France where the relatively fast Circuit des Ducs at Alençon-
Essay again hosted the event.

Michael Jernberg had endured a difficult weekend in Portugal 
with his new Focus ST and was ‘only’ seventh fastest in the 
opening heat in France where Hansen topped the order. 
Jernberg turned things around on Sunday, putting his name on 
pole with fastest and second fastest times in the remaining heats. 
From here the quiet Swede took up position at the head of the 
field and remained there until the finish, leading home Hansen 
and Olivier Anne who bustled his way past Eklund in the last lap 
to clamber on to the podium.

Eklund was a disgruntled fourth, the Saab driver ahead of 
Isachsen and Eriksson.

Out of the A final, Larsson ended the event parked up after a 
B final tussle with Hunsbedt, the pair classified ninth and tenth 
respectively.

Even Hunsbedt admitted that Larsson was the aggrieved party, 
but the demeanour of the two after the race could hardly have 
been more different: while Larsson stomped around claiming 
“Hunsbedt’s an idiot”, the Norwegian slipped into civies, found 
a quiet corner in which to sit and roll himself a cigarette while 
explaining things with a ‘so it goes’ shrug.

Hunsbedt had arrived on Larsson’s tail at the front of the B 
final after a spectacular charge to victory in the C final and a 
blistering drive through the B final field. It was the first of several 
such breathtaking performances from the Volvo driver during 
the year.

France:
Jernberg took the first of three wins on the 
Circuit des Ducs

www.76racing.co.uk
http://www.erc24.com
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Hungary joined the ERC in 2006 when the 
only complaint was the scorching July heat. A 
June date for 2007 eased the issue and paired 
the race with the Austrian round.

Larsson was at the centre of the drama in 
the first day when he suffered a big crash in the 
timed practice session. Remarkably the Toveks 
team patched up the car and Larsson hustled 
it to sixth place in the first heat. But later on 
Saturday evening he complained of a headache 
and was removed to hospital where he was 
detained overnight for observation. Allowed to 
return to the track the next day, Larsson’s event 
was over.

Buoyed by his French success and clearly at 
home on the intricate, but fast Nyirad track, 
Jernberg needed only two heats to claim pole 
for the A final from which he broke free of the 
pack to record another win.

Hansen was there again in second place while 
Isachsen made it to the podium for the first 
time in third. Eriksson, Pavel Koutny and Eklund 
complete the A finalists.

In tenth place, Finn Jani Paasonen scored his first 
points at the wheel of Koutny’s Skoda.  The WRC 
refugee first appeared in France where he was 
classified 21st, and would drive twice more as he 
explored professional possibilities in the ERC.

Hungary:
Jernberg was dominant on the sweeping 
Nyirad track in Hungary

www.racetuners.com


The compact PS Racing Center at Greinbach was in stark 
contrast to the French and Hungarian tracks. Isachsen came to 
the top after qualifying during which he set second fastest time 
in each of the three heats. Eriksson, Hunsbedt, Jernberg and 
Dutchman Jos Kuypers joined Isachsen in the main event.

Further down the order, Hansen started in the C final after a 
troubled run in the heats. Hansen won the C but his progress 
was stalled in the B final where, after a strong drive to second 
place, his progress came to a halt behind race leader Larsson.

The A final turned into one of the most bruising encounters of 
the year, the result only becoming final after the stewards had sat 

in judgement. Jernberg was first to retire, engine failure halting 
his Focus early in the race. Isachsen led before Eriksson worked 
his way to the front. Larsson then clashed with Isachsen who 
was eventually forced to stop after his Focus lost a rear wheel

Eriksson won the race on the track, but could not celebrate 
properly until he’d survived a protest from Isachsen who claimed 
he’d been pushed off the road as the Swede made his pass for 
the lead.

Kuypers had his best result of the year here with second place, 
the precision of the track suiting him well. Hunsbedt hustled the 
Volvo home in third place, ahead of Larsson.
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Austria:
Eriksson scored his first ERC event win after 
a close tussle with Isachsen



The extreme weather that blew across Europe during the 
summer struck the ERC at Höljes in Sweden at the start of 
July. The extraordinary storms that flooded the track during 
Saturday’s first heat caught many drivers on the wrong tyres but 
by the time it came to the finals, Larsson was there on pole after 
setting fastest times in the second and third heats.

Thomas Rådström once again demonstrated his immense pace 
in wet conditions by topping the first heat order. Isachsen shared 

the front of the grid with Larsson, Rådström the third qualifier 
and ahead of Morten Bermingrud and Hansen.

Hunsbedt went on another of his fantastic last chance 
missions, climbing up from the back of the B final grid to win a 
place in the A final in which he eventually finished fifth.

Up front Larsson led home Isachsen and Rådström, Hansen 
gaining one place for fourth as Bermingrud, in his only A final 
appearance of the year, slipped back to sixth.

And so Larsson ended the first half of the championship 
with another win but not as the points leader. Hansen, with 62 
points, led his compatriot by a single point at the half way stage, 
Jernberg in third place but also just one point off Hansen’s lead.

Just eight points split the top six drivers after five events, 
Eriksson holding down fourth place with 56 and better than 
Isachsen only by dint of the win in Austria. Hunsbedt was three 
points further down in sixth place.

Sweden:
Larsson survived everything the weather 
could throw at him to win at home
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The difference between the Swedish and 
Norwegian events is so great that several 
Norwegian drivers have been moved to say 
it would be better not to have an event in 
Norway until a better venue can be found. The 
Momarken Bilbane may not be ideal for an ERC 
round, but its compact nature at least offers 
good viewing for the spectators. Unfortunately 
another wet day acted to suppress the numbers 
present.

Eriksson qualified on pole, Rådström 
alongside after another great performance in his 
Hyundai. Larsson sharing row two with Tommy 
Rustad who marched into the ERC at his home 
event and used Bermingrud’s second Xsara to 
underline his right to be considered as one of 
the very best. 

Hansen was the last direct qualifier, joined at 
the back of the grid by B final winner Isachsen. 
Both the Division One-A and Division Two A 

finals had been won by cars using gravel tyres, 
but all six D1 starters came to the grid with wet 
racing tyres on their cars.

Rustad came through to lead the race but 
early contact from an unsighted Rådström had 
left the Citroën with a puncture. Eriksson had 
fought his way past Larsson and had his sights 
set on Rustad when the race took a dramatic 
turn as Hansen and Larsson disputed position.

The two touched at the jump and Hansen’s 
Citroën landed heavily on its nose before rolling 
several times. The race continued through 
another lap before being red flagged. Eriksson 
had passed Rustad but in the confusion it was 
the Norwegian who was initially credited with 
the win.

Once again Eriksson went to the stewards 
before being able to celebrate his win. And, for 
the second year running, Rustad had been foiled 
at the last when a home win looked certain.

Norway:
Eriksson had to visit the stewards again, but 
got his second win at Momarken

www.gprdirect.com


If Hansen had any good fortune in the biggest crash of his 
career – besides the fact that he was wearing a HANS device 
which almost certainly saved him from serious injury – it was 
that the crash fell immediately before the summer break. With 
five weeks between Norway and round six in Belgium, the KHM 
team at least had time to get its car back into shape.

The event belonged to Jernberg. The Scandinavian events 
had not been kind to Jernberg, but now the popular Swede was 
back in top form and appeared to have luck on his side. Fastest 
in the first and third heats, Jernberg took pole ahead of Larsson 

with Eriksson, who’d been fastest in the second heat, the third 
qualifier ahead of Isachsen and Hansen.

Larsson had his nose ahead in the run to the first corner, but 
Jernberg had the inside line and refused to yield. As the long 
corner tightened into the hairpin second bend there was contact 
between the two cars and while Jernberg brushed the incident 
aside and continued on his way to the third event of the year, 
Larsson’s race was over on the spot, broken steering leaving him 
with no option but to park the Skoda.

Isachsen came through to finish second, just ahead of Guttorm 

Lindefjell who won through from the B final and then produced 
a fine drive to make on to the podium.

After making his return to driving at Momarken with a 
performance that blew away the cobwebs and left his ex-
Kuypers Focus with some battle scars, Lindefjell knuckled 
down to business in Belgium and reminded everyone of his 
title winning ability, as well as his uncanny knack of becoming 
involved in bizarre and unusual situations…

Hansen was the last finisher after Eriksson was black flagged 
following a physical tussle with the Citroën driver.

Belgium:
Jernberg toughed it out with Larsson in the 
first corner duel and won again
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Mag 6 open face helmet, 
Snell SA2005 approved from
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Revolution, FIA 
approved from 

£305.25
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£79.95
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Speed

£26.50

OMP
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face helmet, BS6658-85 
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£165.00
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£65.00

Sparco
Sprint 6
2 Layer

£195.00

Alpinestars
GP Pro 
3 layer 

£510.60

OMP
Trend 2

£233.00

Alpinestars
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2 layer 
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£412.00

Sparco
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3 Layer

£435.00
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Tech 1-R High

£97.83
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This was not a classic Hansen season, but 
in the face of perhaps the greatest number of 
truly competitive rivals he had ever faced, “King 
Kenneth” was never more than a few points off 
the top of the points table.

His first, and only, win of the year came in 
Holland where he dominated the event in 
something like the fashion we have come to 
expect from the most successful Rallycross 
driver of all time. Fastest times in the first two 
heats preceded a clear run to victory in the 

final, an emotional win for KHM.
Isachsen qualified third but got the better of 

Jernberg in the final and finished second once 
again. Larsson completed the podium finishers, 
the Skoda driver moving through from fifth 
place on the grid to take another good points 
score.

Jernberg  and Hunsbedt, who again won his 
A final start after a strong drive to victory in the 
B final, were the next two home with Lindefjell 
placed sixth.

Holland:
Hansen had a tough year, but took a 
dominant win at Valkenswaard

http://www.demon-tweeks.co.uk/default.asp?cls=MSPORT
http://www.demon-tweeks.co.uk/products/ProductDetail.asp?cls=MSPORT&pcode=CAT07B-WEB


Larsson’s mastery of the Tor Slomczyn in Poland was 
complete. At no point in the weekend did any other winner look 
likely, and Larsson was so confident on the twisty, slippery track 
that he drove in the third heat even though he’d been fastest in 
heats one and two. The run was for ‘testing’, but that didn’t stop 
Larsson beating everybody by almost 2.5s and setting fastest 
time yet again.

The final became something of an academic issue. Larsson led 
the first start and then led again in the second which he won. 

Then the stewards became involved following a protest from 
Eriksson who’d been denied permission to take the restart after 
receiving a black flag in the first, which stopped when he and 
Eklund had crashed.

Eventually the stewards concurred with Eriksson, blaming 
Eklund for the crash and rescinding Eriksson’s black flag. That, 
however, left the stewards a problem as Eriksson now had to be 
accommodated in the results. Their solution was to call  a result 
based on positions immediately before the crash that halted 

the first start of the A final. This unusual decision confirmed 
Larsson as the winner with Hansen taking second place ahead 
of Eriksson. Eklund lost a podium position which had been hard 
earned in the race that did go the full distance and was classified 
fourth ahead of Hunsbedt – who drove sustained a broken wrist 
in the first start.

Sixth place went to Rolf Volland who appeared to be working 
hard early in the event, but who upped his game to run with the 
best and took a deserved A final placing.

Poland:
Larsson was easily the fastest driver in 
Poland, where the final was a non-event
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It would be churlish to say that Hansen lost the title in the 
series finale, but Larsson’s task in winning it on a track where 
the Citroën driver has usually been the faster of the two, was 
certainly made easier when Hansen suffered a terrible weekend.

The pair clashed in the first heat and neither finished, but 
while Larsson bounced back to record second fastest and then 
fastest times in the last two heats, Hansen’s event went from 
bad to worse. Hit by Isachsen at the start of the second heat, 

Hansen could do no more than drag his car round and ended 
the event classified 18th: only the third time in 21 seasons on the 
ERC trail that the Swede had failed to qualify for the finals.

Koutny, among the fastest drivers in the sport, but one who 
rarely has access to top class equipment, claimed pole for the 
A final with fastest times in the first and second heats but could 
offer no real resistance to Larsson in the final. So it was that 
Larsson ended the year with his fourth win.

Hunsbedt also ended his superb season as he’d begun it, the 
Norwegian chasing Larsson home in second place, and finished 
the year sixth in the championship. Eriksson collected third place 
and, behind Larsson and Hansen, made it an all Swedish top 
three in the championship.

Koutny ended the event in fourth place, ahead of Kuypers who 
made only his second A final appearance of the year and Eklund 
who enjoyed improved form in the last couple of events.

Czech Republic:
Flat to the finish, Larsson ended his career 
with a win and his second ERC title
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P Driver Nat Car Tot P F H A S 1-5 N B NL PL CZ 6-10

1 Lars Larsson S Skoda Fabia ERC 131 20 8 0 13 20 61 15 (12) 15 20 20 70

2 Kenneth Hansen S Citroën C4 ERC 124 15 17 17 (10) 13 62 12 13 20 17 0 62

3 Andreas Eriksson S Ford Fiesta ST ERC 117 12 11 13 20 (2) 56 20 11 (6) 15 15 61

4 Sverre Isachsen N Ford Focus ERC 111 (11) 12 15 12 17 56 13 17 17 8 0 55

5 Michael Jernberg S Ford Focus ST ERC 110 10 20 20 11 0 61 9 20 13 7 0 49

6 Ludvig Hunsbedt N Volvo S40 ERC 104 17 (7) 9 15 12 53 (10) 10 12 12 17 51

7 Jos Kuypers NL Ford Focus ST ERC 77 9 9 8 17 -- 43 -- 5 7 10 12 34

8 Per Eklund S Saab 9.3 Aero ERC 75 13 13 11 8 (6) 45 (3) 3 3 13 11 30

9 Morten Bermingrud N Citroën Xsara ERC 73 8 10 (6) 9 11 38 7 9 10 9 0 35

10 Olivier Anne F Citroën C4 ERC 47 0 15 5 7 0 27 -- 6 5 1 8 20

11 Pavel Koutny CZ Ford Focus ERC 47 -- 5 12 0 -- 17 -- 8 9 -- 13 30

12 Ole Kristian Nøttveit N Ford Focus ERC 37 6 4 1 0 9 20 8 2 0 0 7 17

13 Koen Pauwels B Ford Focus ST ERC 34 5 (3) 3 5 5 18 2 0 1 4 9 16

14 Guttorm Lindefjell N Ford Focus ERC 32 -- -- -- -- -- -- 0 15 11 6 E 32

15 Thomas Rådström S Hyundai Accent ERC 26 -- -- -- -- 15 15 11 -- -- -- -- 11

16 Harald Sachweh N Opel Astra G ERC 26 7 1 10 0 8 26 0 0 0 0 -- 0

17 Christopher Evans IRL Opel Astra G ERC 18 -- 0 -- -- -- -- -- 0 8 -- 10 18

18 Tommy Rustad N Citroën Xsara ERC 17 -- -- -- -- -- -- 17 -- -- -- -- 17

19 Zoltan Harsanyi H Mitsubishi Lancer Evo 16 -- -- 4 4 -- 8 -- -- -- 5 3 8

20 Frode Holte N Volvo S40 ERC 14 -- -- 0 3 10 13 1 0 0 0 0 1

FIA European Rallycross Championship 2007
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