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Close finish
We’ve not done the maths in any kind of detail, 
but a quick glance at the points chart for the 
ERC appear to indicate that we are in for a 
grandstand finish in the Czech Republic.

There’s just a handful of points between the 
top few drivers, and when you start to factor 
in the drop scores it gets even closer. The 
measure of what makes one season better, or 
more competitive than another, is subjective; 
your measure of that could very easily be 
different from mine. However, this year has 
seen a remarkably closely fought ERC, we have 
already seen four event winners and there’s no 

reason to think that that number cannot grow 
in the last two events of the year.

Elsewhere there is also the prospect 
of close finishes in the French and British 
championships: the former with veteran 
campaigner Jean-Luc Pailler currently ahead, 
the latter with one of the sport’s new teenage 
stars, Andrew Jordan, leading the way.

Neither is home and dry just yet, and while 
the ERC will be over before September is out, 
both the French and British series run on into 
October. Catch them if you can.

         rallycrossworld@myriorama.com
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Briefing
The ORC’s dilemma over 
what’s best for the ERC
In this space last month we said that, if the FIA received 12 
applications from suitably qualified organisers and for events run 
on correctly licenced circuits, there would be little option other 
than for the Off Roads Commission to approve a 12-event 
European Rallycross Championship for 2008.

At that time the 12th race was expected to be in Finland. 
In July those behind plans to regain a race in Finland had 
approached FIA ORC president Andy Lasure with a view to 
staging a race in 2008. That plan has now changed and Finns 
will organise a candidate event in 2008 with a view joining the 
ERC in 2009. In Russia, the event in Tatarstan is progressing to a 
similar plan. If there is a 12th race in 2008, it will be in Britain. 

This, however, is not really a problem for the ORC: if Croft 
and the Darlington &DMC measure up, they will get a race. 
The difficulty the ORC faces is the likelihood that there will 14 
applications for the 2009 season. And this at a time when it is 
facing pressure from teams to reduce the championship to a 
maximum of ten events.

Lasure has, in what he admits is no more than ‘thinking 
aloud’, floated the idea that the championship could grow to 14 
events in 2009 and ’10, before being cut back to 12 or 10 races.

The issue is to be discussed when the ORC meets in 
November, but no-one should expect a speedy or easy solution 
to a problem that will test the ORC.

On the face of it, it is quite easy to suggest that the 
championship be capped at ten events, and that each year two 
events are dropped and two new ones brought in. This could 
simply be done on a rotational basis, or, perhaps better, with 
the addition of a system of quality control: each the year the 
best two eligible events outside the championship could replace 
the weakest two inside it.

While such a system would encourage competition between 
organisers, hopefully driving up the standard of events and 
venues, devising an equitable, open and accountable mechanism 
by which to operate such a system is a task few would relish. 
Again, the ORC’s problem is satisfying organisers and teams.
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After ten year’s without an ERC round, Great Britain stands 
on the verge of rejoining the European Rallycross Championship. 
November’s Rallycross Superprix at Croft will be observed by 
the FIA following an application by Darlington and District MC 
and PSM for a round of the 2008 championship.

The application for an event in Britain was made after the 
provisional calendar for the 2008 season was published in 
August. That calendar detailed 11 events, Germany rejoining the 
schedule and regaining its place as the final round after being left 
off the 2007 calendar. The expected application for an event in 
Finland was missing, but FIA Off Roads Commission president, 
Andy Lasure, said that there would be a candidate event in 
Finland next year.

“They [the Finns] have given details of a candidate event 
at Kouvola next year. There will also be a candidate event in 
Tatarstan next year,” said Lasure.

The final calendar for the 2008 ERC will now not be 
confirmed until after the ORC has met in November and it 
is understood that the application for a British event at Croft 

depends not only on favourable reports by the FIA observers, 
but also on agreement between the event promoters and circuit 
owners to fund and complete any work that may be required by 
those observers. The British application does not detail a specific 
date, but with the championship having settled into the pattern 
of ‘double headers’ with 
event paired on consecutive 
weekends, a slot next to the 
German event would not be a 
surprise.

Current FIA rules do not 
permit more than 12 events 
in the ERC, and with the 
likelihood of 14 applications 
for the 2009 championship, 
this is a matter now exercising 
both the ORC and teams in 
the series which would prefer 
a ten-race season.

ERC gets a dozen
Late British application pushes ERC to is maximum 

12 in 2008?
The ERC looks set to have a full house 
next year, and too many events in 2009

ERC 2008 PROVISIONAL
May 4 Portugal
May 11 France
June 1 Hungary
June 8 Austria
July 6 Sweden
July 13 Norway
August 10 Belgium
August 17 Holland
September 7 Poland
September 14 Czech Rep
October 5 Germany 
TBA Great Britain



August 11
Provisional dates for the 2008 ERC detail 11 
events; Germany returning to the championship.

August 12
Michael Jernberg cruises through the Belgian 
ERC round to score his third win of the year. 
Jernberg’s only real challenge came from Lars 
Larsson at the start of the A final, but when the 
Skoda driver was forced to stop with steering 
damage, Jernberg sailed away to the win ahead of 
Sverre Isachsen and Guttorm Lindefjell.

August 12
Jos Sterkens becomes the first champion of the 
ERC season and the inaugural winner of the 
Rallycross Cup.

August 17
Andreas Eriksson says that his Ford Fiesta ST is 
for sale and that his Ford Team RS Sweden will 
build a new car for the 2008 season.

August 18
BRC competitor Kevin Procter acquires the 
Citroën Xsara being driven by George Tracey 
in the ERC. Procter is looking into contest ERC 
events with the car in 2008.

August 18
FIA Off Roads Commission president Andy 
Lasure says he has received a letter of interest 
regarding a British event in the 2008 ERC.

August 19
Pauwels Motorsport surprises the ERC paddock 
by announcing that it has bought the entire 
Toveks Racing team. Toveks will withdraw at the 
year end when Lars Larsson retires.

August 19
Eight events into the ERC season, Kenneth 
Hansen takes his first win of the year in Holland. 
The Swede leads home Sverre Isachsen and Lars 
Larsson and goes four points clear at the top of 
the championship.

August 19
The see-saw battle at the top of the French 
championship tips a little in Jean-Luc Pailler’s 
favour after the Peugeot driver wins at Bergerac-
Faux. It’s his 91st FRC win.

August 26
Skoda driver Marek Zeman wins the CEZ event 
at Sedlcany in the Czech Republic. The event 
replaces the July round postponed by floods.

September 2
LABOULLE TAKES THE BIG ONE 
Mark Laboulle has played a starring role in 
this year’s French Rallycross Championship 
but has had an up and down year: his first 
event win was followed by a car-destroying 
crash. The Citroën Ouest Competition 
driver bounced back in the best possible 
style by winning at the FRC round at Lohéac 
– arguably the biggest and most prestigious 
Rallycross event anywhere. 
The official crowd figure for the event this 
year was 42,000 – more than double that 
attracted to Höljes, which remains the best 
attended ERC event of the year. Lohéac is 
in the FRC’s heartland and by producing 
consistently good events over a very long 
period of time, has earned the reputation of 
a ‘must do’ event. Those not committed to a 
full FRC season (Oliviver Anne, Alex Theiul, 
Olivier Bossard, etc.) show for Lohéac and 
this year even Kenneth Hansen made the trip 
for the big one.

Diary
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August 27
In the most closely fought BRC event of the year, 
Andrew Jordan passes Pat Doran to take his third 
Superfinal win of the year and extend his points 
lead over Ollie O’Donovan.

September 2
Rolf Volland wins the German championship event 
at the Estering. The event marks the final outing 
for Gerhard Völzer’s famous green Opel Kadett, 
the former champion plans a new rear-drive Astra 
GTC for 2008.

September 7
Junior Rallycross front runner George Tracey Jnr. 
is set to join his father on the ERC trail in 2008 
when he is expected to drive in Division One-A. 

September 8
Kenneth Hansen starts in the final round of the 
Swedish championship at his local Kinnekullering, 
and wins. Hansen leads the A final after a 
good start from row two, Michael Jernberg 
taking second after starting on the back of the 
grid. Third place in the event is sufficient for 
Lars Larsson to put his name to the Swedish 
championship in his final season.

Look out for… 

September 16 & 23
The final two ERC rounds. It’s close at the 
top of what looks like the most competitive 
championship in many years. The season-closing 
Polish and Czech events will be fun.

Hansen won in Holland, and at home. Out with the old. Völzer is building a new Astra.

www.kentcams.com


“After the race in Norway I sent the car to Groosman in Belgium 
and the day after it arrived I called him early in the morning and 
asked if they had finished, Dirk yelled at me ‘Are you completely 
mad?’. Then he told me that when the car arrived and he saw 
how much damage there was he went straight to the fridge and 
drank two beers!”

Guttorm Lindefjell was never likely to make a quiet return 

to the ERC, but even by his standards the Norwegian round at 
Momarken was pretty exciting. In the first qualifying heat he was 
caught up in an incident with Sverre Isachsen, Per Eklund and 
Thomas Rådström that resulted in him sliding across the infield 
and crashing into the Subaru Impreza WRC of newly crowned 
Norwegian Rally Champion Mads Østberg. Later in the event 
Lindefjell was again in the wars, this time losing the passenger’s 

door skin from his Focus as well as suffering rear suspension 
damage that resulted in the car crabbing through the last couple 
of laps with the right rear wheel jammed in its wheel arch.

“The organiser told me afterwards that they would have black 
flagged me but it was funny to watch so they let me continue,” 
said Lindfjell. “I told him it wouldn’t have mattered if he had 
given me the flag, I would not have stopped!”

Back with a bang
Guttorm Lindefjell’s ERC return
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Guttorm Lindefjell retunred to action 
in the Norwegian ERC round, where he 
knocked his ex-Kuypers Focus around.
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The Norwegian relays the little details in a matter of fact of 
way and is cheered to know that his collision with Østberg’s 
car has created some interest in the press room at Momarken. 
In seven rallies, Østberg had not only been unbeaten, but had 
also brought his car home undamaged. And then, while it was 
parked, seemingly out of harms way at a Rallycross event, along 
comes Lindefjell and crashes into it!

“Things like this can happen!” says Lindefjell who ran the ex-
Jos Kuypers Ford Focus himself in the Norwegian event before 
joining forces with Belgians Dirk and Patrick Groosman again for 
the remaining races of the 2007 season.

“They are really good people and I’m glad that they were 
happy to work with me again. I first met them when I had 
the Opel and they were really important when I won the 

championship in 2003,” said Lindefjell, before launching off 
into a series of stories that honestly make you wonder why the 
Groosman boys want to work with the Norwegian again.

“At Lyngås in the 2003 I crashed the car on the way to 
scrutineering and there was a lot of damage to the front. I 
borrowed a car and a trailer so that I could take the Opel to a 
repair shop but there was no space for Dirk and Patrick so I told 
them they had to sit in the race car. I gave them a beer each and 
then closed the trailer,” Lindefjell explains as if there was nothing 
unusual about it.

“It was about half-an-hour to the garage and when we got 
there they were really mad with me because I had told them it 
wasn’t far and also because of the smell in the trailer and there 
wasn’t much air…”

www.76racing.co.uk
http://www.erc24.com


Competition Cars, Engines & Transmissions

Vast Experience in
Ford RS200 – Cosworth YB – Metro 6R4 – Jaguar ‘E Type’

F1 Megatron – Subaru – Mitsubishi Engines
COSWORTH ENGINES

Built to all specifications from Road to Rallycross
producing up to 740bhp and 540lb/ft torque

We offer a Complete Service for Competition & Performance Cars
Transmission – Turbocharger Building & Modifications

Supply & Installation of Pectel & Gems Management Systems
RS200 & Ford  Motorsport Parts Supplied

Welding & Fabrication of Components & all Types of Tig Welding
Bodyshell & Car Preparations for all Types of Racing 

Full Machine Shop Facilities
Latest fully instrumented SuperFlow 902 Engine Dynamometer

Tel. 0044 1435 865999 • Fax 0044 1435 865947

www.racetuners.com • e-mail Frances@racetuners.com

Rallycross World #45 – SEPTEMBER 2007 | 8

Eventually, of course, it worked out for 
Lindefjell who won the Division Two (Group N) 
title with his Belgian-prepared Opel Astra OPC  
in 2003. The new champion then almost wiped 
out his whole team with a prank in the bus on 
the way home.

“Dirk was driving the bus and I went for a 
shower, then I put on a pink string and went to 
the front of the bus to see how he was. He was 
so scared that he almost drove the bus off the 
side of the road,” Lindefjell laughs.

A year out of action has done nothing 
to calm Lindefjell who wept with laughter 
as he recounted how a little indecision 
regarding when to make a fuel stop on route 

to Maasmechelen had created chaos in the 
Groosman convoy, the result of which had been 
the destruction of a new caravan, hit by a truck 
exiting the filling station.

Such things appear to be nothing out of the 
ordinary for Lindefjell, but then, if your party 
piece involves the destruction of an unloved 
racecar with dynamite, a truck driving through a 
caravan is probably pretty tame stuff.

For all the fun and games, Lindefjell is a 
serious competitor and one who is not afraid 
to lock horns with officials when necessary. 
In Belgium it was the Norwegian who led the 
Division One drivers to delay the first qualifying 
heat after the track was heavily watered .

Driving in the last half of the 2007 season 
has allowed Lindefjell to catch up with old 
friends and make new acquaintances.

www.racetuners.com


His own race was far enough away that the water may not 
have affected it, but Lindefjell was so annoyed the organiser’s 
actions that he encouraged those on the grid ready for the first 
race of the heat to get out of their cars and force a break during 
which the track could dry a little.

“We are not paying so much money for our cars and to come 
here for them [the organiser] to do such stupid things. We 
have to wait for the track to dry, they would have destroyed 

the whole event for these guys [those in the first race],” said 
Lindefjell who went on to finish a fine third in the A final.

“I wanted to be in the A final here, maybe it could have been 
better than third place, but I was lucky to start because we had 
a transmission problem. Pavel Koutny helped us to fix that and 
it was okay for the final,” said Lindefjell whose end of season 
outings are aimed at preparing himself and the Groosman-led 
team for a full 2008 campaign.

The experience of running the car through the handful of 
events that complete this year will be an invaluable help to all 
those involved in Lindefjell’s 2008 effort. The Norwegian has 
proven once already that he has what it takes to complete the 
job in the ERC and while another title in his first full season back 
in the saddle may be a big ask, you can expect Lindefjell to be a 
factor in next year’s championship. As well as the life and soul of 
the paddock.
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That incident in Norway. Lindefjell came off 
worst in some first lap jostling and crashed 
into a car on the infield.
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Belgian team Pauwels Motorsport has agreed 
terms to buy Toveks Racing, the Swedish team 
behind European champion Lars Larsson who 
will retire from driving at the end of the ERC 
season.

The pair of Toveks racing Skoda Fabias have 
been the hottest property in the paddock since 
Larsson confirmed that he would stop driving 
and that the team was for sale earlier this year. 
Pauwels was one of at least three parties who 
expressed an interest in buying the entire team 
and won the race to acquire the cars after 
finally concluding a deal with Larsson during the 
Dutch ERC round last month.

Pauwels Motorsport will take both cars, all 
the spare parts and the team’s truck at the end 
of the year. Initially team boss Koen Pauwels 
had planned to drive the older of the two 
Fabias in the final two ERC rounds in Poland 
and the Czech Republic, but he is now set to 
drive his Ford Focus ST in those events and try 
the Skoda at a later date.

The Skodas may change hands again, as there 
are no firm plans for Pauwels to use the cars 
himself.

“Our team is open to any suggestions from 
a driver or team that comes our way. I will 
drive next year in the European Rallycross 
Championship, but in which car I’m not sure,” 
said Pauwels who has placed his Jernberg-built 
Focus ST on the market, but has not ruled out 
driving a new Focus in 2008.

With interest in the ERC growing there is 
a real possibility that Pauwels Motorsport 
could strike a deal either to rent the cars out 
for the season, or to run them on behalf of 
paying drivers. The Belgian team has a deal 
to use Toveks Racing personnel for a few 
events, and that is almost certainly something 
could be extended if necessary, giving Pauwels 
Motorsport the possibility to offer a fully 
experienced team and some of the most 
successful cars in the paddock to prospective 
customers.

The Toveks Racing Skodas will pass to 
Pauwels Motorsport at the end of the ERC 
season.

SOLD

www.gprdirect.com


Mag 6 open face helmet, 
Snell SA2005 approved from

£199.00

Arai GP-5K full 
face helmet, Snell 
SA2005 approved 

from

£449.00

£406.50

Corbeau
Revolution, FIA 
approved from 

£305.25

£95.00

Sparco deep dish 
black suede or 
leather 350mm

£121.44
£127.88

AP Racing Brake 
Bias adguster 

lever type 

Sparco Top 3

£79.95

Sparco
Speed

£26.50

OMP
Wins Top glove

£61.29

Sparco Pro Jet open 
face helmet, BS6658-85 

approved from

£165.00

OMP Mugello

£65.00

Sparco
Sprint 6
2 Layer

£195.00

Alpinestars
GP Pro 
3 layer 

£510.60

OMP
Trend 2

£233.00

Alpinestars
GP 2

2 layer 

£331.87

OMP
Tecnica Plus

£412.00

Sparco
Sponsor 6
3 Layer

£435.00

Alpinestars
Tech 1-R High

£97.83
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Jos Sterkens became the first champion in the 
Rallycross Cup during the Belgian ERC round in 
August. Sterkens, the only driver top appear in 
the new category at every round of the ERC, 
put his name to the title after completing two 
qualifying heats in his home event, therefore 
being eligible for the A final and, as the only 
starter in the event, the 20 points for winning.

Sterkens is a staunch advocate of the new 
class and more pleased than anyone to see 
interest in it growing as the year progresses.

“I will go to the last two races in Poland and 
the Czech Republic because I want to show 
everyone that the Rallycross Cup is a good 
class. I’m looking forward to Poland specially as 
there should be more cars there than anywhere 
else,” said Sterkens.

The Polish championship has introduced a 
rear-wheel drive class based on the Rallycross 
Cup, but which also allows non-homologated 
cars to compete. It has produced a strong 
national class which includes several cars eligible 
for Cup events.

“The biggest problem has been that many 
drivers have not understood the rules for the 
Rallycross Cup,” Sterkens said. “Now the 
Scandinavian drivers have seen how you can 
build a car they are more interested.”

Rallycross Cup cars are now catered for 
within the Supernational category in Norway 
and more cars are expected to appear for the 
2008 season. The Rallycross Cup has been 
conceived as a replacement for Group N-based 
Division Two which will end after 2008.

Jos Sterkens has been “Billy No Mates” this 
year, but has done a good job of promoting 
the new Rallycross Cup category.

King Billy

http://www.demon-tweeks.co.uk/default.asp?cls=MSPORT
http://www.demon-tweeks.co.uk/products/ProductDetail.asp?cls=MSPORT&pcode=CAT07B-WEB
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Coox eyes a Fabia
Belgian driver Jochen Coox is laying plans to drive a Skoda Fabia 
in 2008. Coox sold his Division One VW Golf to German driver 
Frank Eichelberg during the Belgian ERC round and immediately 
opened talks with Swedish car builder Ingvar Gunnarsson.

Keen to stay with a car from the VAG family, in which he 
also has business interests, Coox was initially linked with the 
purchase of one of the Toveks Racing Fabias, but is now aiming 
to have new car built by Gunnarsson for 2008. If his plans to 
acquire a new car come to fruition, Coox is likely to contest 
more ERC events than in previous years, during which he has 
usually restricted his outings to the French and Benelux events.

Paries plans ERC tour in ’08
German racer Heiko Paries is planning to contest a full ERC 
season in 2008 with his Division Two MG ZR.

The Hamburg-based florist, and sometimes singer, has raced 
his MG in three ERC events this year and is pleased with the way 
the car has performed.

“The car is almost standard so I think it’s going quite well. We 
can make it faster for next year, but I also want to have a reliable 
car if I try to do all the races,” said Paries who drove the car in 
the Belgian ERC round with a picture of the British queen in its 
rear window. “I could not find and picture of Angela Merkel, so I 
thought the queen would be okay,” Paries explained.

Graham returns to Rallycross
Irish driver Tommy Graham has ended a short break from 
motorsport and chosen to return to Rallycross with a Ford 
Escort WRC.

Graham’s first event with the car will now be in the British and 
Irish championship round at Mondello Park in October. The car, 
based on an Escort Graham rallied several years ago, has had a 
difficult transition to Rallycross and Graham was forced out of 
the BRC round at Lydden last month by an engine problem.

“I had a test in the car a few weeks ago and it had a camshaft 
problem, now it’s broken a rocker bucket. It’s not a big problem 
but we haven’t got the part so I’m out,” said Graham at Lydden.

Graham said he hopes to drive the car as often as possible 
now and is planning a 2008 season in the British championship 
before reshelling the car into a Fiesta or Focus.

mailto:mattroachracing@hotmail.co.uk
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