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Half way
It seems hard to believe, but we are half way 
through the 2007 season already.

There is plenty of interest in the buying and 
selling of cars, and if things continue to develop 
as they are at present you can expect to see 
some new drivers in good equipment for 2008 
season, as well as many established star fielding 
new cars.

The second half of the season also brings new 
of events that will take place at the end of the 
year. This month we have firm details of the 
second annual Barbados Rallycross International 
and also of the new London Masters event. 

Unfortunately they take place on the same 
weekend, so even if you wanted to see both, 
you are going to have to make a choice 
between them this year.

There is, of course, no shortage of good 
events left before the end of the season. 
The ERC is shaping up to produce a contest 
that could go down to the wire in the Czech 
Republic in September and there are also 
interesting battles in the British, French and 
Swedish championships. Wherever you are, get 
out there and watch some racing.

         rallycrossworld@myriorama.com
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Briefing
Quality cars sought as new 
drivers look to Rallycross
There are plenty of Rallycross cars for sale, and even if you 
want a Division One car you could start off with quite a long list 
of available machinery.

However, if you are planning to buy a car in which to 
compete at the top of any of the best national championships, 
or to use with the aim of being competitive in the ERC, your list 
of sensible possibilities is shorter. Much shorter.

It’s not just the requirement to acquire something with 
winning potential that reduces the options. For those planning 
to make the switch from rallying, the quality of the car and 
standard of preparation is also a major issue: if you have 
become used to driving new or one-year-old cars built and 
supplied by a manufacturer rally team your expectations are 
high. And for the drivers participating at this level the cost of 
a new car is not an issue. To buy a competitive World Rally 
Car you need to be thinking in terms of €600,000. There is 
no denying that front running Rallycross cars are getting more 
expensive, and the relative shortage of cars in the market place 
will serve to keep prices high, but somewhere between a third 
and a half of that figure will get you into a top line car.

The real problem for those trying to run in the WRC as 
independent entries is the time involved in each event and 
the running costs. To rent a one-year-old factory car for a 
WRC event in Europe could cost €200,000, sufficient in the 
estimation of one driver we spoke to recently to cover a full 
ten-event ERC season in a top notch rented car. The ‘long haul’ 
WRC events are, obviously, even more expensive. And then 
there’s the time consideration, Rallycross events are compact 
and even ERC rounds require no more than Friday and Monday 
as travelling days for the fly-in, drive, fly-out competitor. 
National championships need not impinge on the working week 
at all, something that is not true of rallies.

You have to hope that the teams at the top of the sport, 
nationally and across Europe, are geared up to build new cars 
this winter. That way their current ones will be available in what 
looks like a buoyant market and we will get new competitors.

Rallycross World #43 – JULY 2007 | 3

The 2007 season is only half way through but a number of 
leading teams are already busy negotiating the sale of cars. As 
we have reported before, there are not many truly top class 
cars available for sale at any time. Interest in the ERC, and in 
ERC-legal cars, is growing, and that appears to have created a 
situation where there are now more customers than there are 
good cars for sale.

European champion Lars Larsson will retire at the end of the 
year and has two cars to dispose of. The Toveks Motorsport 
team, however, is in no hurry to sell its cars and is believed to 
have more than one serious enquiry regarding the purchase not 
just of the cars, but of the truck and all the spare parts.

Paddock sources indicate that Kenneth Hansen Motorsport 
has already agreed a ‘first refusal’ offer on its 2007 C4, while 
Sverre Isachsen is believed to have agreed a deal for the sale of 
his Focus at the end of the year while Jos Kuypers may sell his 
2007 Focus ST after this year’s Dutch ERC event.

The likelihood of ERC events in Finland and Russia is partly 
responsible for driving the interest in cars, although the fact 
that World championship rallying is now beyond the financial 
resources of almost all except manufacturer backed teams or 
their satellites, is also a factor.

The level of interest is good news for those with competitive 
cars for sale as they can command good prices.

It’s a seller’s market
More customers than cars as interest continues to grow

For sale. Arguably the best car in the 
paddock is for sale. But Toveks Racing 
knows the market is strong.



June 10
Andreas Eriksson lands his first ERC win in a 
bruising A final in the Austrian round of the 
championship at the PS Racing Center. Sverre 
Isachsen leads but is forced to stop after contact 
with Eriksson and Lars Larsson results in a rear 
wheel falling off his Ford Focus. Jos Kuypers picks 
his way through the trouble to score a season’s 
best second place ahead of Ludvig Hunsbedt.

June 10
David Meslier wins the French championship 
event at Luneville. It’s a good day for Renault, 
Meslier’s Clio chased home by the similar car of 
Mickaël Poirier while pole starter Marc Laboulle 
takes third place.

June 10
The second round of the North European Zone 
Championship took place at Haninge in Sweden. 
Latvian Janis Bogdanovics (Ford Focus) wins the 
event which features the usual NEZ front runners 
and only six Swedish drivers. The predominance 
of Baltic racers in the championship means Latvia 
(93), Lithuania (90) and Estonia (52) continue at 
the top of the team championship.

June 13
Former World Rally Championship driver Harri 
Rovanperä confirms that he has been invited to 

start in the support race for the Swedish ERC 
round. However, the Finn – will not confirm 
his participation until after the third round 
of Finland’s Super Rallycross series on June 
16. Rovanperä is driving a Volvo S40 in the 
Supernational-based championship.

June 16
Eriksson follows up his ERC success with victory 
in the first round of the Swedish Rallycross 
Championship. The first Rallycross to be run at 
Ring Knutstorp since the circuit was upgraded, 
the event starts dry but features finals run in 
heavy rain. Eriksson took the A final win in the 
Ford Team RS Sweden Fiesta ST ahead of Per 
Eklund’s Saab and Lars Larsson’s Skoda.

June 17
Derrick Jobb survives the Rallycross Open event 
at Blyton in which Tony Bell and Andy Grant went 
out after crashes and Mike Manning suffered 
engine problems in his Ford Puma.

June 24
Europe’s wet summer continues and it rains on 
the Dutch championship round at Valkenswaard. 
It doesn’t bother Patrick Van Mechelen much and 
the Belgian Subaru driver takes his second win 
of the year to go top of the series. Dutchman Jos 
Kuypers withdraws from the event feeling unwell 
and is later diagnosed to have an eye infection 
which prevents him racing in the Swedish ERC 
round at Höljes.

July 1
Finnskoga MK finally achieves its longheld 
ambition of attracting more than 20,000 

July 1
During the Fast Fest at Santa Pod, Derrick 
Jobb puts his Escort Supercar up against the 
Jordan 197 F1 car of Jodie Hemming. The two 
cars ran one after the other on the drag strip 
and, while the Rallycross car was faster over 
the first 60ft, the F1 car edged ahead as the 
speeds went higher. 
 F1 Rallycross
60ft 2.1062s 1.9509s
330ft 5.0859s 5.1607s
660ft 7.5131s 7.7019s
1000ft 9.5141s 9.8128s
1/4 mile 11.2919s  11.7246s

Diary
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spectators to the Swedish ERC round. Missing 
the target by a few hundred in 2006, the hard 
working club pulls in a massive 21,500 fans for 
this year’s wet-dry event. And the crowd are 
sent home happy as there are home wins for 
Lars Larsson, Niklas Hagström (D2) and in the 
support race by Supernational superstar Urban 
Bergström.

July 1
Andrew Jordan wins the fourth round of the 
British championship at Pembrey. Former Junior 
champion Grant Rees makes his first start in the 
Supercar category driving George Tracey’s MG 
Metro 6R4 and takes a superb second place.

July 1
Jean-Luc Pailler takes a clear lead in the French 
championship after taking his second win of the 
year at Lavaré. Marc Laboulle starts from pole for 
the third race in succession, but drops down the 
order after a first lap incident.

Look out for… 

July 9
Tommy Rustad’s return to the ERC. Norway’s 
favourite son makes a one-off outing in a Citroën 
Xsara rented from Morten Bermingrud. And you 
know that he’s not going along just to make up 
the numbers!

July 29
The French championship round at Kerlabo is the 
candidate event for the 2008 French ERC round.

Renault one-two in the FRC at Luneville Yeah! First ERC win for Andreas Eriksson

www.kentcams.com


“The first thing I did in Portugal was to go and shake hands with 
the other drivers in Division One and apologise. I went to them 
all and said ‘I’m sorry, I apologise now for the 2007 season’, it 
was fun!” 

Ludvig Hunsbedt has been back in the ERC paddock for a 
handful of events. Those who had not previously met him, now 
know exactly what they are up against. Those who had perhaps 

forgotten what a mighty rival Hunsbedt is, have been swiftly 
reminded. And those of watching have been stirred by the 
return of a true great, The body language of the Volvo S40 when 
Hunsbedt is on a mission – as he has been several times already 
– is something to behold: it like a puppy chasing a ball.

On the track Hunsbedt is an awesome competitor, but he’s 
a smooth operator off the track too and his apologetic tour 

of the paddock in Portugal was just the opening shot in the 
psychological war against his rivals.

“I have not been here for three years so I thought it was polite 
to say sorry for coming back and messing things up,” Hunsbedt 
said. “It was fun to see the reactions, some did not understand at 
all.” A month later Hunsbedt was playing mind games again, this 
time accusing his D1 rivals of being ‘too friendly’.

“I’m sorry”
Ludvig Hunbedt fights his rivals on and off the track
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There is no question about Hunsbedt’s 
committment. You just have to go and 
watch the man when he’s on a mission.
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Hunsbedt returned to the ERC grid in 
the opening round of the 2007 season in 
Portugal. 

“I am really surprised at how it is now. Everyone wants to 
be friends, to sit and drink coffee together and just have a nice 
time. I don’t think it’s normal to be like this in competition, we 
are all here to race against each other, we are rivals. Of course, 
I don’t mean that we should never speak to each other, but at 
a race it’s not normal to be like best friends,’ said Hunsbedt in 
a move calculated to rattle other occupants of the paddock on 
the eve of the third ERC round of the year.

“It was not like this when I was here before,” Hunsbedt 
continued. “Can you imagine that me and Martin [Schanche] 
and Kenneth [Hansen] would share coffee together during an 
event? I rented a car from Martin and it was quite normal then 
that I would talk to him before an event, and 
afterwards, maybe Tuesday or 

Wednesday could be okay to call him and talk, but not during 
a race, then we were rivals. Rallycross is best when the fight is 
hard, I like it like that and I think it’s good for the fans, they like 
to see a real race, a tough battle. It cannot be like that if the 
drivers want to be friendly like they are now.”

These are just the most public and outwardly visible hammer 
blows in Hunsbedt’s mental barrage, but you can be sure 
that he’s chipping away at the confidence of his rivals at every 
opportunity.
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Competition Cars, Engines & Transmissions

Vast Experience in
Ford RS200 – Cosworth YB – Metro 6R4 – Jaguar ‘E Type’

F1 Megatron – Subaru – Mitsubishi Engines
COSWORTH ENGINES

Built to all specifications from Road to Rallycross
producing up to 740bhp and 540lb/ft torque

We offer a Complete Service for Competition & Performance Cars
Transmission – Turbocharger Building & Modifications

Supply & Installation of Pectel & Gems Management Systems
RS200 & Ford  Motorsport Parts Supplied

Welding & Fabrication of Components & all Types of Tig Welding
Bodyshell & Car Preparations for all Types of Racing 

Full Machine Shop Facilities
Latest fully instrumented SuperFlow 902 Engine Dynamometer

Tel. 0044 1435 865999 • Fax 0044 1435 865947

www.racetuners.com • e-mail Frances@racetuners.com
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But Hunsbedt is a racer too.
This year was supposed to be a ‘getting to 

know you’ season in which Hunsbedt played 
himself back into the game, became settled 
with the Bergteamet squad he is racing with 
for the first time and helped the team develop 
the new Volvo S40 ready for a full attack on the 
championship in 2008.

Things have not quite worked out like that. 
In round one of the championship Hunsbedt 
thrilled the team and his fans by charging home 
in second place, just behind defending champion 
Lars Larsson. Of course, you could argue that 
Hunsbedt was lucky, Andreas Eriksson and 

Kenneth Hansen both lost out in the A final 
and their misfortune helped Hunsbedt to reach 
second place. But that’s racing.

Second place was more than anyone would 
have dared hope for the new car/driver/team 
combination and the following French was 
certainly harder. Excluded from the first heat 
after being pushed off the track, Hunsbedt was 
up against it and only qualified for the C final. 
This he won in a spectacular charge. Then came 
the B final. Hunsbedt made the Volvo dance on 
tip toes as he worked his way through the pack. 
With two laps left to run he had Larsson in his 
sights. At the start of the last lap, convinced 

Progress with the Bergteamet Volvo has been 
better than anyone had hoped at the start 
what was planned as a learning year.

www.ERC24.com
www.racetuners.com


Larsson had a problem, Hunsbedt made a bid for the lead. The 
two cars touched and both went off the track. It would be an 
understatement to say Larsson was unhappy: “Idiot Hunsbedt!” 
was all the champion could say of his first real encounter with 
the former champion.

Hunsbedt made his ‘too friendly’ claims before going to 
Hungary where he again fought his way out of the C final, this 
time outfoxing Frenchman Olivier Anne in another thrilling 
race. The B final again brought rapid progress through the field 
and then Hunsbedt hunted down compatriot and race leader 

Morten Bermingrud. Both effectively ended their races in crash 
as Bermingrud exited the Joker Lap. Bermingrud put it down to 
a ‘racing incident’, but later made a more telling comment when 
he said of Hunsbedt “the Norwegian is back”.

In Austria Hunsbedt again climbed onto the podium and was 
more than satisfied both with his own work and that of his new 
team. “I’m very happy with third place, we have already done 
much better this year than I had expected. The team is very 
good, the best I have ever had, they never stop working, it’s 
going very well,” he said.

On Sunday night in Austria, Hunsbedt, Finnish ERC newboy 
Jani Paasonen and the ERC24 team shared a meal, during which 
Paasonen questioned Hunsbedt about everything, and was 
curious about the Norwegian’s laid back driving position.

“I don’t like to be close to the steering wheel like all the young 
guys are now,” Hunsbedt explained. “I like to be comfortable in 
the car. I want to feel like I’m sitting in my sofa at home, then I 
have the right feeling to race, it’s relaxed, I’m not under pressure 
in the car, this is fun for me.” Paasonen laughed, but you got the 
feeling that Hunsbedt was playing mind games again.
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The second annual Barbados Rallycross 
International will take place on December 7-8 
at the Vaucluse Raceway on the island.

Last year’s inaugural event was attended by 
five British and Irish driver who joined the local 
competitors. The event was badly affected by 
heavy rain and avoiding this is the main reason 
why the event has been moved into December.

Organisers of the event hope to attract 
between 15 and 20 Division One/Supercars 
to take part and are offering competitors 

travel deals to attend the event, including free 
shipping of cars to and from Barbados.

The drivers who attended the event last 
year (Dermot Carnegie, Pat Doran, Lawrence 
Gibson, Kevin Procter and  George Tracey) all 
said that they would return and are to be given 
priority in the entry. The organiser has already 
had interest from Scandinavian drivers. The 
event takes place over Friday and Saturday, 
the majority of the action being run under 
floodlights in the evening of each day.

Vaucluse Raceway has been improved and 
revamped after last year’s first Barbados 
Rallycross International.

Barbados date set
December move for better weather

www.gprdirect.com


Mag 6 open face helmet, 
Snell SA2005 approved from

£199.00

Arai GP-5K full 
face helmet, Snell 
SA2005 approved 

from

£449.00

£406.50

Corbeau
Revolution, FIA 
approved from 

£305.25

£95.00

Sparco deep dish 
black suede or 
leather 350mm

£121.44
£127.88

AP Racing Brake 
Bias adguster 

lever type 

Sparco Top 3

£79.95

Sparco
Speed

£26.50

OMP
Wins Top glove

£61.29

Sparco Pro Jet open 
face helmet, BS6658-85 

approved from

£165.00

OMP Mugello

£65.00

Sparco
Sprint 6
2 Layer

£195.00

Alpinestars
GP Pro 
3 layer 

£510.60

OMP
Trend 2

£233.00

Alpinestars
GP 2

2 layer 

£331.87

OMP
Tecnica Plus

£412.00

Sparco
Sponsor 6
3 Layer

£435.00

Alpinestars
Tech 1-R High

£97.83
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December’s London Motorsport Show will be 
supported by the London Masters Rallycross. 
The new event will be staged on a specially 
constructed course adjacent ExCeL London, a 
major exhibition centre in the city’s docklands 
area, and only a few minutes from London 
City Airport. A circuit of around 800 metres, 
containing both sealed and unsealed surfaces 
will be built for the event which takes place on 
December 8-9.

Exact details of the event are not yet 

available, but it is expected to be open to the 
same classes as in the Rallycross Open/MDA 
Championship events.

“Mad Mark” is the first driver to confirm his 
participation in the event and said: “Racing in 
London has been the subject of discussion for 
a long time, now it has become a reality. It’s a 
great showcase for Rallycross.”

Spectators will be able to purchase tickets 
for the Rallycross only or for the London 
Motorsport Show and the Rallycross event.

ExCeL London is the venue for the London 
Masters Rallycross which take place next to 
the exhibition centre in December.

Capital gain
Rallycross set for ExCeL London
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Andrew Jordan throws water in the face of 
fellow Junior graduate Grant Rees. The pair 
raced to first and second place at Pembrey.
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Boys to men
Junior Rallycross graduates make their mark

That Britain’s Junior Rallycross category is producing good drivers has never been questioned, 
but what is becoming clearer this year is that the drivers moving on from the class are not just 
good, but absolutely top notch. Half way through the BRC both the overall championship and the 
SuperModified category are led by former Juniors and, if the point needed pushing further, the 
performance of 2003 Junior champion Grant Rees in his first Supercar start in the championship’s 
fourth round at Pembrey served to underline how good graduates of the formula are.

Obviously when a young driver gets into a Supercar it is going to attract attention, if he or she 
then achieves good results there will be even more credit. Andrew Jordan has the highest profile 
of any driver to have raced in Junior Rallycross and has spent the last year or so writing his name in 
the record books: youngest ever Supercar driver, youngest driver to win a BRC round, youngest 
driver to lead the British championship. Jordan is also plying his trade on the UK’s circuits where 
he is faring well against experienced rivals in his first season in the Renault Clio Cup.



Fresh out of the Junior category this year, 17-year-old Ben Power started his first season in the 
SuperModified category with the simple aim of staying out of trouble, learning his new car and, 
hopefully, making it to the podium by the end of the year. In a couple of pre-season starts, Power 
was fast, but even that gave no clue to the fact that he would be leading the class in the British 
championship after four events.

“The year is going much better than I had hoped. Obviously Dave [Bellerby] is much faster 
than anyone else in the class and he will be the champion if he doesn’t have any problems. I didn’t 
expect to be leading the championship, now I want to keep finishing on the podium,” said Power 
who thinks SuperModified is easier than Junior Rallycross. “The car is easier to drive than a Mini, 
things happen faster, but other than that it’s not been a problem to adapt.”

Ben Power leads the SuperModified 
chamnpionship, four events in to what he’d 
planned as a learning year.
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Britain’s busiest? Student Ash Simpson does 
every available event with his self prepared 
Stock Hatch Peugeot 205 GTi.
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Of the others to have moved on from Junior Rallycross and stayed in the sport, Ash Simpson 
is the most successful. The only Junior grad to run in the Stock Hatch class on a regular basis, 
Simpson is one of the busiest racers in British Rallycross and is contesting the British, BTRDA and 
MDA championships in his self-prepared Peugeot 205 GTi as well as studying on a motor sport 
engineering course at university.

Not all those who have been through Junior Rallycross have remained in the sport, for the 
majority of the young drivers who start in Junior Rallycross a career in rallying is the aim. Jason 
Pritchard and Adam Gould have both done sufficiently well in early rally outings to be taken into 

the MSA’s Rally Elite scheme – Jordan is on the Race Elite programme. Jonny Greer is featuring in 
Ford’s Fiesta championship and Kyle Orr has been fast in his early outings. Lewis Hopkins switched 
to circuits at the end of his Junior career and won the Caterham Scholarship at his first attempt; 
Rob Gaffney has also gone to the black top and now racing in the Clio Cup.

Junior Rallycross is now in its fifth year. It has been consistently well contested and has produced 
a group of drivers who have already achieved a lot. Some of that group now appear to be  well 
on their to successful professional careers. The bonus for Rallycross fans is that Jordan is intent on 
progessing as far as he can within this sport and has his sights on the European championship.
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Wakeling’s MG ready at last
Richard Wakeling’s long awaited new MG ZS was given its first 
outing at Blyton on June 17.

The new, rear-wheel drive car uses a touring car-based V6 
engine and draws heavily on the BMW parts bin for suspension 
components.

“The BMW stuff is all alloy and the geometry looked good for 
what we wanted. The parts are all readily available, so that was 
factor in using them on the car,” said Wakeling who gave his car 
a steady debut event and now plans to use the remaining events 
of the 2007 season to develop the car in readiness for the 2008 
season.

Walfridsson’s new Renault on the pace
Stig-Olov Walfridsson  did not get his new Division One Renault 
Clio III on the track until the middle of June, but has enjoyed a 
competitive turn of speed in the unique car.

Walfridsson had originally hoped to debut the car in the French 
ERC round in May, but eventually drove it for the first time in 
the Swedish championship opener at Ring Knutstorp on June 16, 
where he was given a black flag in the A final.

In the Swedish round of the ERC, Walfridsson enjoyed better 
fortune and ended the event with tenth place, his best run 
coming in the wet first heat where he was seventh fastest. The 
Swede will develop his car with an eye to a full 2008 ERC season.

Tracey ‘rests’ 307CC
“It feels like we’re plucking a turkey, the team needs time to get 
the car into the workshop and do some serious development 
work but when the races are every couple of weeks there’s 
no time to do that,” said George Tracey in explanation of his 
decision to buy John McCluskey’s Citroën Xsara to race while 
his Peugeot 307CC WRC is reworked.

Tracey has started in four of the first five ERC rounds with the 
307, his best result being 17th in Sweden. The car, however, 
still uses many rally components and is estimated to be around 
100bhp down on power compared to leading cars.

McCluskey plans to return later this year with a Citroën C4.

Rallycross Cup grows: already ten cars in Poland
The FIA’s new Rallycross Cup category is slowly growing. Belgian 
driver Jos Sterkens (Fiesta) was the only competitor in the class 
during the first two ERC rounds but was joined by Austrian 
Michael Stoklassa’s BMW from round three. Norwegian hans 
Kristian Ask joined the series with his Fiesta in Sweden and 
compatriot Cato Endersen (Peugeot 207) is expected to appear 
in the Norwegian event.

The category has already caught on strongly in Poland where 
ten cars have been seen in the national championship.

The Rallycross Cup is for two-litre, rear-wheel drive cars and, 
like Division One-A, is based on the same chassis construction 
regulations as Division One. The Rallycross Cup is expected to 
become a full FIA championship class from 2009 as the current 
Group N-based Division Two will be discontinued after 2008.
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