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Testing, testing
This month we highlight the value of practice, 
or testing, or tuition. Call it what you will, there 
is no escaping the basic fact that the more a 
driver drives a racecar, the better a driver he or 
she will be.

The younger generation of drivers coming 
through is beginning to exploit this and its a fact 
that has not been lost on the more experienced 
racers out there. More than once recently 
BRC Supercar drivers have remarked that the 
amount of time Andrew Jordan spends driving 
racecars is a definite advantage to him. None 
are seeking to diminish his achievements in 

Rallycross, it’s just that there is a recognition 
that there a driver in their midst who has an 
extra weapon in his armoury.

The absence of testing has often been seen 
as a good thing in Rallycross in so far as it helps 
constrain costs: the less a car is used, the less 
money you need to spend on it. In a sport that 
is almost exclusively populated by amateur 
competitors, it is quite clear that we are a very 
long way from regular weekday testing. But for 
those who can drive the car between events, 
it’s equally clear there are gains to be made.

         rallycrossworld@myriorama.com
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Briefing
Why Lydden’s BRC  
round had to be abandoned
What is going on when a Rallycross event is cancelled because 
of the weather? The unusual circumstances that led to the 
second round of the Kumho Tyres BRC being abandoned just 
before the A finals bear some examination, if only to put the 
facts of the case in the public eye.

The decision to stop racing was taken on safety grounds 
because, in the eyes of the Clerk of the Course the conditions 
no longer made it possible to race safely. The biggest problem 
faced by the organisers was that there had been a break 
in racing of more than 30 minutes while the barriers were 
repaired following a crash that stopped the Supercar A final. 
During this time the rain continued and the amount of standing 
water on the circuit increased. Without that break, and with 
continuous racing that would have cleared water from the 
track, there is little doubt that the event would have continued 
to its conclusion.

The other side of the coin here is that the Clerks in British 
events particularly are increasingly burdened by the regulatory 
framework within which they must work. Not that many years 
ago, faced with a similar situation, a Clerk may simply have 
run through a different section of track and got on with the 
event [such things have happened at Lydden in the past where 
conditions have been overcome by changing the track layout]. 
Today, however, with safety the watchword and charged with a 
‘duty of care’, these are no go areas for a Clerk.

In this situation the Clerk is stuck between a rock and hard 
place. He cannot allow racing to continue in conditions he 
considers unsafe, so the option is to sit and wait for things 
to improve or cancel. At Lydden time is tight, the circuit as 
an 1800 curfew and with no sign of the weather breaking, 
waiting was not really an option. So abandoning the event 
was the only course of action. It’s difficult to accept on many 
levels, but looked at in the cold light of day and with complete 
detachment, it should be obvious that there was no option for 
the Clerk of the Course at Lydden. 

Consider it a sign of the times.
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The Whitsun weekend delivered typical Bank Holiday weekend 
in Britain where the combination of persistent heavy rain 
and a couple of incidents eventually gave rise to the decision 
to abandon the third round of the Kumho Tyres MSA British 
Rallycross Championship. To all intents and purposes, the event 
was cancelled because of the rain, a unique occurrence as far 
as the BRC is concerned and almost certainly the first time a 
Rallycross event has been cancelled by the weather: this, after 
all, is the sport conceived to be weather proof.

The difficulty facing those running the Lydden events, and 
upon whose heads rests the safety of competitors, marshals 
and spectators, was not simply that it had rained a lot and was 

still raining heavily when, with time running out, they took the 
decision to call an early halt. The best way to keep a wet track 
free of standing water is to keep the racing going, unfortunately 
the crash that halted the Supercar A final meant that track action 
was curtailed for more than half-an-hour, during which time it 
continued to rain. There were several areas of standing water 
on the track, but the huge puddle at the entry to Chesson’s 
Drift was the main concern and when it engulfed the entire 
SuperModified A final field, the Clerk of the Course had seen 
enough. On safety grounds he called a halt to racing. 

On the same day, the British Hillclimb Championship and part 
of the event at Brands Hatch were also cancelled due to the rain.

Rain stops play
Lydden BRC round abandoned after persistent rain

Championship leader “Mad Mark” splashes 
out of the paddock exit at Lydden during 
the May 28 event



April 29
Austrian Willy Salzgeber wins the second round 
of the German Rallycross Championship at the 
Estering. Importantly for the championship, and 
Rallycross in Germany, the event is a successful 
for the restructured ACN and attracts 1700 
spectators. The event was also the last for 
Division Four star Ole Bech who has decided to 
stop racing in order to spend more time with his 
family.

May 6
The ERC season gets underway at Motalegre in 
Portugal. The altitude of the venue catches some 
teams on the hop and forces many to work hard 
to get the best from their cars. Lars Larsson 
begins his title defence with a fine victory over 
returnee Ludvig Hunsbedt who has a great debut 
in Bergteamet’s Volvo and Kenneth Hansen in 
third.

May 7
Andrew Jordan bags his first win of the year in 
round two of the Kumho Tyres BRC at Pembrey. 
The young driver passed Ollie O’Donovan on 
the finishing line to win the Supercar A final and 
then led the Superfinal from start to finish. “Mad 
Mark” adds to his round score to take a one point 
lead in the championship.

May 13

Michael Jernberg masters the Circuit des Ducs at 
Alençon-Essay in France to win the second round of 
the ERC. The Swedish Focus driver finishes ahead of 
Kenneth Hansen who moves into the championship 

lead and Olivier Anne who makes a last lap pass on 
Per Eklund to reach the podium. There are fireworks 

in the B final where Ludvig Hunsbedt and Lars 
Larsson clash and crash.

May 20
The opening round of the NEZ Championship 
takes place at the new Laitse circuit in Estonia. 
Although construction work at the venue was not 
not completed the event was run successfully. 
No-shows by Finnish and Russian entries meant 
this was an exclusively Baltic affair and the 
Division One win was taken by Aldis Zebergs in 
his Toyota Corolla ahead of Janis Bogdanovics 
(Focus) and Vitalis Plastininas (BMW).

May 20
At Blyton in the second round of the Lingscars 
Open Championship, Tony Bell takes victory 
after passing “Mad Mark” in the last corner of 
the A final. Bell was using Silverstone tyres on 
his Corolla WRC and gave the company its first 
victory in Rallycross.

May 27
Rain and wind hits the French Rallycross 
Championship at Faleyras but clears sufficiently 
for the event to be concluded. Marc Laboulle 
qualifies his Citroën on pole for the A final but a 
brilliant start and brave run through the first lap 
allows Jean-Luc Pailler to move ahead and give his 
new Peugeot 207 its first win.

May 20
The Minicross Drivers Association marked 
the 30th birthday of Minicross at Blyton. The 
low cost, one-make formula was devised by 
Geoff Webb and launched by the Thames 
Estuary Automobile Club in 1977. Although 
the first event did not take place until 1978, 
the MDA uses the anniversary of the launch 
date for such celebrations. TEAC looked 
after Minicross in its formative days before 
competitors in the category formed the MDA 
at the end of the 1979 season, Bob Brown its 
first chairman.

Diary

Rallycross World #42 – JUNE 2007 | 4



Rallycross World #42 – JUNE 2007 | 5

May 28
Rain and wind hits the British Rallycross 
Championship at Lydden but things get so bad 
that the event is abandoned just before the A 
finals.

June 3
Michael Jernberg wins the Hungarian ERC round, 
leading home Kenneth Hansen and Sverre 
Isachsen to take the championship lead.

Look out for… 

June 9/10
The NEZ Championship’s first ever appearance 
in Sweden. Round two of the North European 
Zone series takes place at Haninge, to the south 
of Stockholm, and should see a good turnout of 
Swedes and Finns to challenge the Baltic racers.

July 1
The BRC returns to Pembrey with the 
championship finely poised. “Mad Mark” is 
one point up on Andrew Jordan and Dave 
Bellerby and there is everything to play for at 
the fast Welsh venue. It’s also a roun of the Irish 
Championship, so expect an entry boost.

July 1
Höljes. The jewel in the crown of the ERC. The 
Swedish round of the European championship has 
been relentlessly developed by Finnskoga MK and 
is now the biggest and best event of the series. 
Not the easiest to get to, but well worth the 
journey.

The GRC’s second round at the Estering Pailler mastered the conditions in France

www.kentcams.com


Practice. Tuition. Training. Coaching. Call it what you will, these 
things amount to much the same thing: time in the car.

Elsewhere in motor sport these things are common place, 
even the average club racer will think little of going testing on a 
regular basis and it’s not difficult to find examples of competitors 
who have used coaches or intsructors to improve technique. 
Indeed, with the necessity to pass through a school before 

obtaining a licence, you could easily argue that every race and 
rally driver has had some tuition.

The requirement to have passed an ARDS or BARS course 
before obtaining a licence does not apply to Rallycross and the 
restricted availbility of venues means that testing has never been 
a prominent feature of the sport. While the amount of testing 
undertaken is still neglible compared to other disciplines, the 

increasing technical complexity of Rallycross cars means that it 
has become less unusual for cars to be tested when they are 
new, freshly rebuilt or have undergone some significant change.

Testing, however, remains a comparatively rare thing, and 
driving the car just for the sake of driving it, for no better reason 
than to have been in the car and be warmed up in preparation 
for an event is almost unheard of.

Practice makes perfect
A new generation is making use of more seat time
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Andrew Jordan has carried the Bill Gwynne 
Rallyschool name since his first event and 
uses the school to improve his game
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The introduction of Junior Rallycross in 
Britain was the beginning of a change in old 
attitudes towards testing, practice, tuition and 
coaching.

None have made greater, nor more 
effective, use of this than Andrew Jordan 
who has carried branding for the Bill Gwynne 
Rallyschool since his very first event and who 
continues to be a regular visitor at the school 

where he will soon become an instructor.
“I go to Bill Gwynne before each Rallycross 

event. It’s a big help, it gives you more 
confidence and gets you into the groove. 
That’s important, specially when there are 
big breaks between events like there was last 
year. Just turning up at the event would mean 
you need to get back into driving and into the 
car, but because I’ve been to Bill Gwynne it 
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The rub for Bill Gwynne Rallyschool in 
its involvement with Jordan is increased 
exposure

http://www.demon-tweeks.co.uk/default.asp?cls=MSPORT
http://www.demon-tweeks.co.uk/products/ProductDetail.asp?cls=MSPORT&pcode=CAT07B-WEB
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Junior pair George Tracey Jnr. and Matthew 
Nesbitt showed the worth of coaching with 
improved results at the end of 2006

means I just need a lap or two to get back into the Focus. It’s 
very beneficial and it’s working well. I’m driving more this year 
too because I’m racing in the Renault Clio Cup, the more seat 
time you get the better it is, no matter what it’s in,” says Jordan.

His time at Bill Gwynne Rallyschool is not just thrashing 
around on his own. He usually drives one of the school’s Subaru 
Imprezas and has Peter Gwynne alongside him.

“Peter sits in with me and he’ll give me little bits of advice or 
suggestions about what I’m doing in the car. I’m able to use that 
advice and put it into action, it all helps me,” he says.

Deeper than this, it also appears to help Jordan dissect what 
other drivers are doing in the car. “I went to the French ERC 

round and if you watch [Kenneth] Hansen, he’s hardly sideways 
out of the corners at all; if you’re going sideways you are not 
going forwards. You need throttle patience, it’s important. 
When I’m working with Peter he helps advance the stuff I 
already know and teaches me me some new things. I’m always 
up for learning something, I’ve no problem with taking advice 
and trying new things, specially at my age, I’d be stupid to turn 
the help down. It’s definitely worthwhile, just driving a car 
builds your confidence, I don’t think I’d be getting on as well 
as I am if I was only driving in the events and not going to Bill 
Gwynne’s,” says Jordan

Peter Gwynne is a regular face in the British Rallycross 

www.76racing.co.uk
http://www.erc24.com
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paddock these days, both representing the 
family business with its interest as sponsor of 
the Junior championship and also keeping a 
watching eye on Jordan during events, this an 
extension of his work with the teenage racer 
at the Bill Gwynne Rallyschool.

“With Andrew we reinforce what he knws 
and try some different things sometimes but 

a lot of it is just time in the car before these 
events. It’s the kind of thing that would help 
any competitor, even if it’s not in the same car 
you are competing in, it doesn’t matter, it’s 
just getting in there and driving. For Andrew 
it’s getting used to driving on the loose again 
after he’s been on the circuits. We try to make 
it as much fun as possible,” says Gwynne. 

Jani Paasonen runs a driving school in 
Finland and coaches drivers in gravel and ice 
techniniques

www.racetuners.com


“Andrew has been brought up with learning and doing things, 
properly, I suppose. Mike [Jordan] could teach Andrew anythging 
he wants to know about circuit racing and to a certain exten 
about gravel because he has rally experience, but he can see the 
benefit of Andrew coming to the school. Every time he comes 
we try something a little bit different. If it works, great. If not 
then you go back to how it was and look at a different thing.

“Circuit racing is very different. Things are clearly defined; 
where you brake, where you turn-in but with Rallycross it can 
change every lap because the track is changing all the time. The 
Bill Gwynne Rallyschool is quite similar to a Rallycross track, if 
you are on the same line lap after lap you’ll make a clean line, but 
if you get off line it’s very loose and that not only changes that 
corner but also the next one,” says Gwynne.

Others have benefitted from this kind of driving experience 
and the upturn in performance and results displayed by George 
Tracey Jnr. and Matthew Nesbitt last summer followed an 
intensive course at Bill Gwynne Rallyschool for the two Irish 
youngsters.

Gwynne will, of course, push the formal tuition angle but 
good advice can come from many quarters. Craig Popperwell 
has produced better results in Junior Rallycross this year and his 
improved form follows time spent in the car with experienced 
racer Ian Horn earlier this year.

“We’ve seen a few other Rallycross drivers but not that many, 
not enough probably,” says Peter Gwynne. “But some people 
can look at it and afford to do it but a lot of others are are on 
a limited budget. You can’t really say that they have to go and 
learn how to do something. If the budget only stretches to doing 
race meetings they are better off doing the race meetings and 
enjoying their sport. Motor sport is unusual  in that relatively few 
people take tuition or coaching. If you go and play golf or tennis, 
or whatever, there’s no shame in using a coach to improve your 
game, but that doesn’t always seem the case with driving.”

Outside of Britain the mindset among Rallycross drivers is 
little different, although among younger drivers and those being 
drawn in from other areas, particularly from the upper levels of 
rallying, there are signs that things may be changing.

ERC newcomer Jani Paasonen has switched his attention from 
rallying to Rallycross but spends his professional life instructing 
others through his DriveX business.

“I teach rally driving but also now I have a lot of customers 
learning about normal road cars and how to drive with modern 
cars that have things like ABS and ESP. We teach on gravel and, 
in the winter, snow and ice and have customers from all over 

Bill Gwynne passes on some words of advice 
to his young protege Andrew Jordan at 
Lydden on Easter Monday
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Europe,” says Paasonen. “I’ve been working 
with a young Polish rally driver who has been 
using two-wheel drice cars but wants to 
progress to four-wheel drive cars. He has been 
to drive a Mitsubishi E9 with me so that he 
knows what to expect. It’s important for young 
drivers to have experience like this and to be 
used to driving, practice is good.”

I’ve been on the receiving end of driving 
tuition a few times and know that, even if you 
do nothing more with the knowledge gained 
than drive a little better on the road, it is a 
valuable experience. Coaching or disciplined 
practice or testing should be a part of the mix 
for any aspiring star and would almost certainly 
benefit any compeitor.

Paasonen is an advocate of driver coaching 
and training

www.gprdirect.com


There is a current trend 
among former rally drivers to change their path 
and drive in Rallycross, Andreas Eriksson, Thomas Rådström and 
Jani Paasonen, for instance, writes Chris “The Voice” Wurzer.

But there are also some drivers who have gone the other 
way. Among them is Austrian Herbert Breiteneder who, after a 
very long break from motor sport, has returned to action and is 
driving in rallies.

“Breiti” was five times Austrian 
Rallycross champion and started his international career 
in the mid-80s with a VW Golf II. In 1987 he was extremely 
close to the ERC title, but at the very last round of the season 
a national driver pushed him out of race and Herbert lost 
the crown by a single point to Swedish Volvo driver Per-Ove 

Davidsson. That was probably the biggest 
disappointment of his motor sport career. One year later he 
again had to be satisfied with the silver medal in the Group A 
class with his trusty Golf GTi 16v.

Herbert Breiteneder has returned to motor 
sport after a lengthy break and is using this 
Seat in Austrian rallies
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Herbie rides again
Breiteneder goes rallying for his new hobby



In 1989 the hard trying Austrian changed his car and class, the Golf being replaced by a former 
Group B car with which Breiteneder aimed  for the top of the the premier league. With the 
legendary Audi Quattro Sport S1 he fought for two years against famous opponents like Martin 
“Mr. Rallycross” Schanche and Matti Alamäki for the European champion title. After a horrible 
crash at Ingelmunster in Belgium the Audi was badly damaged and he was forced to retire for the 

rest of the season. But Breiteneder didn’t give up and returned in 1990 for another season when 
he placed fourth in the championship, a great success considering the very strong competition.

After a break of just over 15 years Breiteneder returned to the startline, but not in Rallycross. 
The Austrian Rally Championship is his new hobby. Since 2006, Breiteneder, now 53-years-old, has 
competed in rallies with a Seat Ibiza KitCar which he shares with his son Patrick. Young “Breiti” 

Age does not appear to have dimmed the 
Austrian’s committent
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Breiteneder shares his Seat with son Patrick 
who competes a level below his more 
experienced father
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uses the car in the Rally Challenge, the so-called second rally 
league in Austria.

The man with little hair (but not less than at the end of the 
last century) is still motivated to be one of the fastest. In the 
third round of this year’s Austrian Rally Championship 2007 he 
finished ninth overall and fourth in his class (up to two-litre, two-
wheel drive).

He says that rally driving will remain a hobby and that he will 
continue as long as he has enough fun. But otherwise he wants 
to show the young drivers that he isn’t too old for rallying. Once 
a racer, always a racer…
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Paries races back with new ZR
German racer Heiko Paries is running a new MG ZR in Division 
Two this year and will mix his German championship season with 
selected ERC outings.

Paries is running the new car in Division Two this year because 
of budget, but is likely to switch to Division One-A in the 
future. In its first event at the Estering last month, the German 
worked with Danish Rover specialist Peter Nielsen to sort the 
new car and the raced to a fine fifth place in the under two-litre 
SuperNational class.

Hamburg florist and part time cabaret artist, Paries is now 
planning to take his new MG to the GRC event at Nysum in 
Denmark before tackling the Swedish ERC round at Höljes. The 
Belgian and Dutch ERC counters are also on his schedule.

More rally men cross over
Finnish WRC refugees Jani Paasonen and Harri Rovanpera have 
turned their attentions to Rallycross this year. Paasonen has 
struck a deal with the Czech Mediasport outfit and commenced 
a programme of nine ERC rounds at the French round in May. 
Paasonen will drive an ex-Pavel Koutny Skoda Fabia in his first 
Rallycross season.

Rovanpera is driving in the Finnish Super Rallycross series 
which is centred on Supernational cars. After using a Ford Focus 
in the first round, Rovanpera has switched cars and rented Frode 
Holte’s Volvo S40 [Norwegian Holte has moved to the ERC with 
a Division One S40] for the balance of the championship.

Tracey joins ERC trail with 307CC WRC
George Tracey has based his Peugeot 307CC WRC with Belgian 
team R-Tec and embarked upon a seaon of ERC events with the 
developing car.

Tracey missed the opening round of the championship in 
Portugal but now plans to contest all the remaining rounds.

“We stayed at Essay the day after the French round and joined 
a test that Jean-Luc Pailler was doing there,” said Tracey. “Jean-
Luc drove my car and pointed us in the right direction for things 
to change, we are making progress with the car and I think we’re 
edging closer to the finals. There’s a lot to learn, but I’m happy 
as long we make progress every time.”

mailto:mattroachracing@hotmail.co.uk
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