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Hansen’s two decades
20 years of the ERC’s most successful driver ever 
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The Hansen issue
We have never dedicated as much space in any 
issue to a single driver as we have in this one to 
Kenneth Hansen – and this is the biggest issue 
since Rallycross World switched to the monthly 
e-zine format.

The Hansen feature starts by claiming that 
the Swede is the most successful exponent 
of the sport ever. Martin Schanche’s career 
covered more years on the ERC (although 
Hansen will probably eclipse that record too), 
but no-one can come close to his winning rate. 
In 20 years he has won the championship 13 
times, he’s eclipsed Schanche’s all-time points 

scoring record and has now 69 ERC A finals.
Even if you’re not a Hansen fan, these are 

statistics that cannot be ignored. The Swede 
has made the sport his own in a way that no 
other driver has ever done. And in which no 
other driver yet looks like bettering.

Of course, the up and coming generation of 
young drivers have the perfect role model in 
Hansen and doubtless, somewhere down the 
line, one of them will emerge with the ability, 
backing and team to emulate him. Until then, 
King Kenneth looks comfortable on his throne.
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Briefing
Control tyre ruling is a 
major change for the ERC
The news that the ERC will adopt a control tyre regulation 
for 2008 marks a significant change for the championship. The 
principal is, of course, well proven and control tyres are widely 
used in motor sport from F1 downwards.

There will be new tricks to learn for the drivers who will 
use the tyres and for the engineers who will have to make the 
necessary changes to the cars in order to make the tyres work 
at their best. If the contract to supply tyres is won by Kumho 
those competitors in the French and British championships 
could find themselves with a useful advantage in terms of 
knowledge and experience. If it’s another supplier that gets 
the verdict it will be a clean start. In that situation the only 
advantage the French and British will hold is that have spent 
time racing on a moulded rally radial tyre.

The written documents to which the companies that want 
to tender for the supply must work are not yet available, so it 
is not certain what they will require, but the ORC’s up front 
request for a moulded rally tyre is, perhaps, a little surprising. 
The body is composed of experienced Rallycross organisers and 
officials and has the benefit of being able to call on advice from 
the FIA’s technical officials.

The requirement for the tyre to be treaded, despite the fact 
that slicks are used without problem in the majority of national 
championships, seems inevitable. Using a moulded pattern 
will make policing the rules easier, but there seems no clear 
reason to specify a rally tyre, if that is what the final documents 
do. Rally tyres have been used in French Rallycross for years 
without a problem, but there are significant differences in 
their construction and that of a bespoke Rallycross tyre. The 
requirement for the tyre to be suitable for the job at hand 
should be sufficient. If a manufacturer wants to put forwarded a 
bespoke tyre, should it not be permitted to do so?

And what next?
Control fuel would appear to be an obvious step, and if the 

ORC is really clued up it could consider BioEthanol, on which 
some Rallycross cars can already run.
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The FIA World Motor Sport Council has given its Off Roads 
Commission the authority to introduce ‘control’ tyres to the 
European rallycross Championship from the start of 2008.

FIA ORC president Andy Lasure broke the news in the middle 
of April. 

“We will ask for companies to offer a moulded tyre, like the 
one that Kumho supplies in France and Britain, and to make 
test tyres available in July. The final decision will be made in 
the October FIA meetings,” said Lasure who expects that 
the control tyre will bring with it a regulations controlling the 
maximum number of tyres used by a driver each event.

“We have to agree the detail, but I think something like six 
new tyres in the first event and then four new tyres at each 
following event for Division One, and perhaps two new tyres at 
each event for the other classes,” said Lasure.

Money received for a control tyre contract in the ERC will , 
according to Lasure, be earmarked for promotional activities, 
although there is no indication how this will be done.

Conrol tyres have been used for a number of years in the 
French championship and have been introduced to the British 
championship this year. It is, however, a significant break with 
tradition for the ERC to adopt a control tyre.

Control tyre for ERC
FIA approves introduction of control tyre for 2008 season



March 31
Christopher Evans issues a statement saying he will not, 
after all, defend the British championship but will instead 
undertake a short programme of events in the ERC. The 
Irishman intends to drive in ‘at least four’ rounds of the 
ERC, the first being the French round in May.

April 9
Dave Bellerby takes a historic outright win in the opening 
round of the Kumho Tyres MSA British Rallycross 
Championship. Bellerby wins the event with his 
SuperModified Lotus Exige after passing the Supercars 
of George Tracey and “Mad Mark” in the re-started 
Superfinal. His success is the first overall win by a two-
wheel drive car since Dennis Atkinson won with his 
Porsche 911 at Croft in July 1985. Andrew Jordan had 
been fastest all day but was eliminated from the Superfinal 
after a gearbox failure in his Ford Focus Supercar.

April 10
Rallycross and race driver Andrew Jordan is named as 
one of the six drivers to be selected for the MSA’s race 
Elite scheme. The driver development programme 
received 86 applications with 20 drivers then going 
through the selection process. Jordan’s inclusion is not 
only an indication of his own performances, but a great 
endorsement for Junior Rallycross as a training ground.

April 12
Ludvig Hunsbedt undertakes his first test with the 

Bergteamet Volvo S40. The Norwegian gets two days of 
running at Strängnäs in Sweden with the new car in which 
he will make his return to the ERc after a three year break.

April 15
Sverre Isachsen limbers up for the forthcoming ERC 
season by winning the first round of the Dutch Rallycross 
Championship. ERC newboy Ole Kristian Nøttveit chases 
him home in second place.

April 18
Irishman George Tracey says he hopes to contest a full 
season in the ERC with his Peugeot 307CC WRC. Tracey 
worked the car home to finish second in  the BRC opener, 
but knows he faces a harder task in Europe. “I’d like to do 
all the events, but the car is still developing so I’ll take the 
events one at a time and see how things go,” he said. If he 
completes the season, Tracey will be the first Irish driver 
ever to put in a full ERC campaign.

April 18

Supernational star Frode Holte confirms plans to tackle a 
limited season in the ERC with a Ford Focus. Holte hopes 
to do a full championship in 2008.

April 19
Guttorm Lindefjell announces plans to race in the new 
Rallycross Cup. The Norwegian, who has been out 
of a drive since losing his Isachsen Motorsport seat to 
Tommy Rustad last year, has commissioned a new Opel 
Astra which is to be ready to race in the last two rounds 
of the 2007 ERC. Lindefjell will then tackle a full 2008 
championship programme.

April 20
Camilla Antonsen tests Lars Larsson’s 2006 ERC winning 
Skoda and finalises a deal to race the car in the Norwegian 
ERC round at Momarken, her local track, in July. Antonsen 
also tests her new Skoda Supernational car.

April 25
The Swedish championship press launch takes place at 
Strängnäs where Kenneth Hansen, Per Eklund, Michael 
Jernberg, Andreas Eriksson and Magnus Ericsson display 
new cars.

April 26
Kenneth Hansen completes the first test with his second 
generation Citroën C4 and says his team is in good shape 
for the coming ERC season. “We lost number one last 

April 14
FIA Off Roads Commission president, Andy Lasure 
confirms that he has been given authority to seek 
tenders for the supply of a control tyre in the 
European Rallycross Championship.

Diary
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year. It felt hard of course, but the fact is that thanks to 
that we have found new hunger and motivation,” he said.

April 28
The updated entry list for the French ERC round details 
34 Division One entries for what is likely to be the best 
contested (in numerical terms) event of the year. With 
Rallycross Cup entries thin on the ground – Jos Sterkens 
is the only confirmed runner – the French organiser has 
added Division Three cars from the national championship 
to the programme.

Look out for… 

May 5/6
Who’ll be best in the ERC opener?

May 7
BRC at Pembrey, can Bellerby keep his points lead?

May 19/20
NEZ championship starts at new Laitse track in Estonia

Evans: Off to Europe D3 cars on the programme at Alençon

Lindefjell will return later this year

www.kentcams.com


Kenneth Hansen is the greatest practioner Rallycross has ever 
known. In 20 years on the ERC trail he has amassed 13 FIA 
championship titles, a strike rate that no-one can get even 
remotely close to.

But Hansen has not only set the pace on the track, he has 
led the development of team presentation for many years, and 
has certainly been the leading operator in the paddock since 
graduating to the the top class in 1993, by which point he already  
had four titles to his name.

Today Hansen the driver and his eponymous Kenneth Hansen 
Motorsport business are the yardsticks by which all others must 
be judged. Few measure up, and that in part is down to the fact 
that Hansen and KHM are moving targets, getting better each 
year, lifting the bar higher all the time.

Beaten in a close contest last year, Hansen is back with 
renewed vigour. Two decades after he first left the small Swedish 
town of Götene to drive in an ERC round, he is on the road 
again and more motivated than ever to succeed.

King Kenneth’s 20th anniversary
Hansen’s two decades in the ERC, year-by-year in pictures
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It started in 1987 with this ex-Lars 
Nyström Volvo 240 Turbo. Hansen moving 
to the ERC following national success.

KENNETH HANSEN

ERC 1987 – 2007

1987



Hansen’s first ERC event was at Melk, 
Austria, in May of 1987. After winning a national  
Rallycross title in 1986, Hansen had acquired 
the ex-Lars Nyström Group A Volvo 240 
Turbo and made the giant leap to the ERC. It 
didn’t take long for the newboy to start getting 
noticed, he was on the podium in his third 
event and had been the A final five times by the 
end of the year when he was classified fifth in 
the championship.

Hansen was back for more in 1988 when he 
started in seven A finals but placed only sixth in 
the championship.

By now the Ford Sierra RS500 Cosworth had 
come to the fore in the Group A class, and for 
1989 Hansen moved to such a car. Success was 
instant, Hansen taking his first ERC event win 
at Melk, two years after he’d made his debut 
at the Austrian track. The 11 rounds Hansen 
finished the A final nine times, winning twice 
and taking the European title for the first time.

It’s not unusual for a first win to give a driver 
such a confidence boost that more follow, but 
Hansen’s subsequent dominance of the ERC’s 
Group A class was extreme and he won the 
title again in each of the following three years.
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The Volvo served Hansen for two ERC 
seasons. 1988 marked the start of a long 
association with Duckhams/BP.

KENNETH HANSEN

ERC 1987 – 2007

1988
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Hansen switched to Ford’s Sierra RS500 
Cosworth for 1989 and won his first ERC 
event and title.

KENNETH HANSEN

ERC 1987 – 2007

1989 During 1989 Hansen combined his ERC effort with 
a campaign in the Swedish championship that brought 
him another national title and also with this outing in the 
InterNations Cup at Maasmechelen in Belgium in which he 
helped Sweden to second place.

www.76racing.co.uk
http://www.erc24.com


Competition Cars, Engines & Transmissions

Vast Experience in
Ford RS200 – Cosworth YB – Metro 6R4 – Jaguar ‘E Type’
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There was another Swedish championship 
title in the 1990 season, and another INC 
start, this time the Swedish squad taking third 
place. But in the ERC Hansen followed up his 
1989 success with his second championship 
success.

The steamroller had begun and in 1990 
Hansen claimed his second ERC crown, again 
with an RS500.

KENNETH HANSEN

ERC 1987 – 2007

1990

www.racetuners.com


The 1991 season was perhaps Hansen’s most impressive of 
the Sierra years. There were seven A final wins in the ERC as he 
cruised to a title hat trick but also found time to add a Swedish 
championship title and take part in ‘Masters’ events at Tynset and 
Momarken in Norway. 

There was more ERC sucvcess in 1991 but 
Hansen also found time to contest other 
events, like this one at Momarken.
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KENNETH HANSEN

ERC 1987 – 2007

1991



By 1992 Hansen had firmly established himself in the ERC, but 
there was a cloud on the horizon as rule changes for the 1993 
season not only meant the end of Group B cars in the ‘top’ class, 
but also a switch from Group A to Group N machinery in the 
ranks. Frenchman Jean-Luc Pailler had already demonstrated 
that, with access to Peugeot’s Group B parts bin, a Citroën 
could be competitive. Martin Schanche was linked to Citroën, 
but Hansen followed his fourth ERC title by announcing that he 
would drive a Citroën ZX in 1993.

1992 was the last year of the old Group A 
cars, Hansen won again and already had his 
Citroën deal in place for 1993.
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KENNETH HANSEN

ERC 1987 – 2007

1992



Hansen’s move to the championship’s top class and four-wheel 
drive ‘Supercars’ was seamless: he won the first ERC round 
of the year in Austria and was in contention for the title right 
up until he got a puncture part way through the last A final of 
the year in Germany. Ultimately the title fell to Citroën ‘team 
mate’ Jean-Luc Pailler, but Hansen’s first year with the big boys 
had been stunning, and the Swede had served notice of his 
intentions.

With the change in rules Hansen jumped 
up to the top class and was immediately 
successful, winning four events.
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KENNETH HANSEN

ERC 1987 – 2007

1993



For 1994 the Citroën ZX theme was improved and Hansen 
returned with his sights set formly on the ERC title. There were 
five event wins in the 1994 season as Hansen marched through 
Europe en route to the championship title.

This was also the year in which KHM notched up a notable 
double as Susann Bergvall won the ERA 1400 Cup with her 
Citroën AX.

The 1994 season brought another title, 
Hansen’s first for Citroën. This is Portugal 
with Schanche and Pailler.
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KENNETH HANSEN

ERC 1987 – 2007

1994



Behind every good man, there’s a good woman.
Susann Hansen plays a key role within the KHM setup these 

days but she is also an accomplished competitor in her own right. 
A front runner in the 1400 Cup for a number of years, Susann 
won the championship in 1994 and continued as a competitive 
force in 1995.

The ’95 season was not as successful as the previous year, 
Hansen beaten by Martin Schanche, Bergvall losing to Ko Kasse. 

The woman behind the man. Susaann 
Bergvall was an accomplished racer, as Mrs 
Hansen she has a key role in the team.
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KENNETH HANSEN

ERC 1987 – 2007

1995
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In three short years the ERC’s new breed 
of Group A-based cars had changed rapidly. 
Compare the boxy monster the ZX had 
become in 1996 with the svelte 1993 version in 
which Hansen made his move to the class.

One thing that had not changed much was 
Hansen’s speed and ability in the car, three 
event wins helped him on the way to the 1996 
ERC crown with the ZX which would reach the 
peak of it’s development the following year.

On his home Kinnekullering with the Citroën 
ZX nearing it’s most extreme stages and 
with another title in sight.

KENNETH HANSEN

ERC 1987 – 2007

1996

www.gprdirect.com


A decade after he first tried his hand in an ERC event, Hansen 
started the year carrying number one for the sixth time. He 
would not retain the title this time, however, as Ludvig Hunsbedt 
won through at the end of a tough season.

KHM now also had the small matter of another car on its 
mind, the ZX had become old hat and Citroën had the new 
Xsara for the chosen ones to drive.
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KENNETH HANSEN

ERC 1987 – 2007

1997

In his last year with the ZX there was just 
one event win, Hansen’s leanest year since 
1989.



KENNETH HANSEN

ERC 1987 – 2007

1998

Normal servicve was restored with the sleek 
new Xsara which helped Hansen to claim 
the 1998 title.

KHM may have had to build an entirely new car for the 1998 
season, but by now the task of creating these sophisticated, 
bespoke racecars was second nature to the Swedish team and 
its partners. The first Xsara was an immediate success, Hansen 
once again winning in Austria and going on to take the title for 
the seventh time.
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KENNETH HANSEN

ERC 1987 – 2007

1999

There were event wins in 1999, but Hansen 
lost out to compatriot Per Eklund in the ERC 
title race.

He’s not in the Schanche mould, but Hansen has had some 
intense rivalries down the years, perhaps none quite so terse as 
that he has with Per Eklund. The thoroughly modern race driver, 
Hansen is the antithesis of the old-school Eklund. In 1999 the 
pair were locked in combat for the ERC crown but ultimately it 
was the old stager who came to the fore and Hansen, this time, 
had to settle for second place.
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KENNETH HANSEN

ERC 1987 – 2007

2000

By the turn of the century Hansen had become acustomed to 
winning, and the rest of the ERC had grown used to the Swede’s 
repetitive success. Seasoned observers came to accept that 
Hansen had something like a subscription to the title.

But the new milenium would set all that to one side as Hansen  
dashed through the first half of the decade piling on the titles and 
covering himself in glory.

The 2000 ERC title was added to the growing collection 
trophies and Hansen also dipped a toe into the boiling pool 
that is the French championship, winning in his first outing at 
Luneville!

ph
ot

o:
 H

en
k 

de
 W

in
te

r –
 e

rc
24

.c
om

Rallycross World #41 – MAY 2007 | 19

www.ERC24.com


KENNETH HANSEN

ERC 1987 – 2007

2001

For 2001 Citroën enlisted its Swedish star to drive on a regular 
basis in France. Together with his standing comittment to the 
ERC and a programme of Swedish championship races, this 
represented a new challenge to KHM but the team responded in 
the most logical way.

With two cars at its disposal during the year, also managed to 
contest events in different countries on consecutive days in June 
of 2001, Hansen following third place in the SRC race at Arvika 
with a dash to Luneville where he drove the team’s second car 
to third in the FRC round.

Oh, and there was another ERC title, of course.
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KENNETH HANSEN

ERC 1987 – 2007

2002
In 2002 Hansen continued his winning way in the ERC  and 

collected another Swedish title to add to his collection. This, 
however, would be the last year in which he put in a full 
domestic season at home.

The year ended with a trip to the revived British Rallycross 
Grand Prix at Croft, during which he also performed press 
duties, one of which was chaufering me for a few laps.

At this point it had been a couple of years since I’d last ridden 
in a ‘Supercar’ and while the performance was not a surprise, 
the ease with which Hansen was able to get the car around 
Croft was. Four years on I have had the chance to ride in more 
Supercars but I don’t think any of them are as good as that Xsara 
was. And if KHM’s C4 is better than the Xsara, that is very bad 
news for the rest.

What also stands out riding with Hansen is that he does not 
left-foot brake, instead balancing throttle and brake with good 
old-fashioned heel and toe technique. As with the very best, it all 
happens smoothly and without fluster. From here it’s easy to see 
why the guy is so good at this stuff.
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KENNETH HANSEN

ERC 1987 – 2007

2003

In the middle of an unprecdented run of six 
back-to-back titles, Hansen dominated the 
start of the current decade.

With three consecutive titles to start the decade, “King 
Kenneth” appeared invincible as he went into the 2003 season.  
The Xsara was now well proven, but still KHM chipped away 
at the theme each winter and in 2003 its man again prospered, 
winning six events in the ten event season to retain the title.

The year also marked the end, for a while at least, of Ludvig 
Hunsbedt’s challenge to Hansen, but down in fifth place in the 
championship was a future challenger who now had two season’s 
experience under his belt – Lars Larsson.
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KENNETH HANSEN

ERC 1987 – 2007

2004

With the Citroën Xsara highly developed, 
and driving at his best, there was no stopping 
Hansen in 2004.

They may well have been on top of the world, but KHM was 
not resting easy and the 2004 season started with the crack 
Swedish team rolling out a brand new Xsara for the boss to drive.

The year brought ‘only’ four event wins, but, when combined 
with A final finishes in all other six events, they were quite 
enough for Hansen to win the championship again. Second place 
in 2004 went to Michael Jernberg, a driver often considered at 
least Hansen’s equal, who at last appeared to be matching his 
promise.
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KENNETH HANSEN

ERC 1987 – 2007

2005

Best ever? His win in France when he drove 
most of the A final with a puncture, was a 
truly great achievement.

The 2005 season started with what Hansen rates as perhaps 
his best ever drive. After contact at the start of the A final, 
Hansen drove at three laps of the Circuit des Ducs at Essay-
Alençon with a right rear puncture on the Xsara. Despite this 
he held off the challenge of Sverre Isachsen to win the event in a 
display of immense skill and craftsmanship.

The rest of the year developed into a tense battle with 
Jernberg, but ultimately it was Hansen who came to the fore, 

the Citroën driver able to call on his vast experience as the duel 
went all the way to the final round. Ultimately Jernberg crashed 
out and Hansen made it to the finish in second place to pick up 
the points that put him ahead of his compatriot at the only point 
in the year when it really mattered.

This was also the year in which Hansen topped the all time 
points chart, moving ahead of Schanche’s 2957points and taking 
another record.
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KENNETH HANSEN

ERC 1987 – 2007

2006
The king is beaten!
The 2006 season started with Hansen in a brand new Citroën 

C4 which he claimed was “the best car we have ever built.”. 
If the rest thought he was trying to wind them up, they’d have 
been thinking again after a debut win in Portugal. A brace of third 
places and another win – in a superb A final drive through the 
field – gave Hansen a strong start to the year.

Larsson, however, has drawn himself up to KHM’s level and 
with retirement in mind, was driving with the air of a man who 
had nothing to lose in 2006. the contest was close, but in the end 
Larsson and the proven Skoda overcame the King’s new C4.
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