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Click it!
Advertisements in Rallycross 
World are interactive – click on 
them to jump straight to the 
advertiser’s website.

And make sure you check 
the whole advert as some 
have multiple links – and 
you wouldn’t want to miss 
anything, would you.

There are also links from 
some editorial items and we 
will always try to offer a live 
link wherever we quote a 
website address in editorial 
content.

Rallycross World is also 
featured at the recently 
launched website  
www.myriorama.com
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Pulling power
Talk to people in Britain who lament what they 
see as the fading of Rallycross and they will 
often state that the sport will never recapcture 
its glory days until it is returned to the small 
screen as it was in the 1970s.

But if you take a close look at the records 
from the day you will find that the kind of 
regular TV coverage they refer to was pretty 
well a thing of the past by the end of 1971. In 
the earliest years of Rallycross, ITV and BBC 
both had regular winter coverage in their 
Saturday afternoon sports programmes but this 
lasted no more than a handful of years.

After this, Rallycross on TV confined to single 
events, or regular fixtures like the ERC/BRC 
double header which was regaularly covbered 
by the BBC until the middle 1980s.

If anything those viewing Rallycross on TV 
today have never had it so good. Sure, the sport 
is now housed in specialist cable and satellite 
outlets, but that is increasingly the way for most 
‘specialist’ programming.

 Grandstand and World of Sport are things of 
the past and it is unlikely that we will their like 
again. Rallycross thrives without them.

         rallycrossworld@myriorama.com
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Briefing
Where are all the  
old Rallycross cars?
Historic rallying is big business and what started with a relatively 
small group of enthusiasts breathing life into original equipment 
in order to have a bit of gentle fun has developed into a highly 
specialised discipline with new cars being built to order and 
even historic engines being remanufactured.

A ‘new’ Mk2 Escort for historic rallying has a price tag of 
around £80,000, but there are sufficient takers for these and 
other cars to keep the historic industry busy.

Old Rallycross cars are such a rare breed that this pattern of 
development is extremely unlikely to be repeated. By and large, 
Rallycross cars were used and until they needed replacement, at 
which point it was common practice to re-use the mechanical 
components in a new car.

This practice means that very few cars have survived past 
their natural competitive life to become items of historic 
interest or value. 

There are a few cars in the Manoir de l’automobile at Lohéac 
(Jean-Luc Pailler’s Xantia among them) although some of these 
have been restored to their earlier rally trim. A car that has is 
hugely important to Rallycross, but which also gave rise to the 
Xtrac business exists and is in its original guise. Now owned 
by Mike Endean, the original Xtrac Escort will be on display at 
Race Retro later this month and doing its bit to draw attention 
to Rallycross in its 40th anniversary year.

Starring alongside the Xtrac at Race Retro, and also scheduled 
to make an appearance at the first round of the BRC at Lydden 
on Easter Monday is the Porsche 911 that Vic Elford used to 
win the first ever Rallycross event in 1967. The car has a longer 
motor sport history as Elford went on to win the 1967 British 
Saloon Car Championship with it, but holds a unique place in 
the history of Rallycross.

There probably are a handful of genuine historic Rallycross 
cars tucked away in garages and barns around this and other 
countries. They are unlikely to be worth a huge amount of 
money, but as the few survivors of their type, are certainly of 
historic interest.
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There is no shortage of new cars taking shape as the 2007 
season edges ever closer.

George Tracey recently gave his new Peugeot 307CC its debut 
and Patrick Van Mechelen’s new Subaru Impreza has also been 
raced.

Among the most prominent of those still to come is Jean-Luc 
Pailler’s Peugeot 207 (pictured). Pailler Competition is building 
two cars, the second to be driven by “Knapick” and the debut 
event for them will be the French ERC round which also counts 

as the opening round of the French Rallycross Championship at 
Alençon-Essay in May. Stig-Olov Walfridsson is also scheduled to 
compete with his Renault Clio for the first time at this event, but 
the previous weekend’s Portuguese ERC round will see the first 
major start for new cars from Kenneth Hansen (C4), Michael 
Jernberg and Koen Pauwels (Focus), Ludvig Hunsbedt (Volvo 
S40) and Pavel Koutny’s new Skoda.

To prove that it has been a busy winter, there are new cars 
being readied for the ERC’s other divisions too.

New cars abound
 207 leads crop of new cars for 2007 ERC season



There is now no doubt that the first Rallycross event was the 
TV special produced for World of Sport by ABC TV at Lydden on 
February 4 1967.

The name ‘Rallycross’ was created for the Lydden event and 
it was not until 1976, when Rallycross eventually visted Brands 
Hatch that some sought to adjust history and claim paternity of 
Rallycross. The event that took place at Brands Hatch in 1963 
was called the 'Mini Monte' and featured the top rally drivers of 
the day, by invitation only.

The event took place in the car parks behind the start/finish 
straight and was muddy and snowy, despite use of snow chains 
some cars actually got stuck on the course which appears to 
have contained no sealed surfaces. What is important though is 
that there was never any mention of Rallycross and, whatever 
the original intention might have been, the event more closely 
resembled autocross than Rallycross.

The 1967 Lydden event was billed, before hand, on the day, 
and in the contemporary motoring press, as Rallycross. 

And even at that very first event the cars were starting, line 
abreast, in groups of four and racing against the clock and each 
other. The track consisted of tarmac, gravel and grass. In fact the 
only major difference between what happened then, and what 
happens today, is that the winner is now decided by finals that 
take place after the heats rather than aggregate times deciding 
the results. 

Many will tell you that rallycross was born out of the 
cancellation of the 1967 RAC Rally. That too is a common 

Foundation course
An examination of roots of Rallycross 
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Lydden grew along with the sport, this 
is John Taylor in the Volvo with which he 
started his career at a muddy Lydden.
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misconception, the RAC Rally was cancelled 
in November ’67, nine months after the first 
Rallycross event had taken place.

Where much of the confusion stems from is 
that a Rallycross had been planned to take place 
on the Saturday after the finish of the RAC Rally, 
the idea was to catch a number of the works 
teams as they left England for the preliminary 
recce of the Monte Carlo Rally.

However, the outbreak of Foot and Mouth 
disease eventually put paid to the RAC Rally 
which was cancelled only a few hours before 
the scheduled start. This was to have been the 
best televised RAC ever and something had to 
be done to at least show willing. A small group 
of cars, two each from Rootes, Saab, BMC and 
Lancia together with Roy Fiddler's Triumph, Jim 
Bullough's Cortina and three BAMA crews, took 

part in what we might today term a 'rallysprint' 
or 'superspecial' at Camberley. For academic 
interest Erik Carlsson was fastest.

With an empty week now laying before 
the Lydden Rallycross the foreign drivers and 
teams either returned home or left early for 
Monte Carlo. What that meant was that the 
International Lydden now became a British 
affair although, to their credit, the home based 
rally teams kept their commitment to the 
event. 

Rallycross was quickly becoming established, 
between February and November there had 
been events in March, July and September the 
latter being the first round in the 'World of 
Sport Series' which had also attracted a good 
quality entry.

For many Rallycross and the BBC are 

The earliest incarnation of Croft’s Rallycross 
track used a small section of the race track, 
with infield areas.

www.racetuners.com


inextricably linked but 'Auntie' did not cover 
Rallycross until the autumn of 1968, before 
when ITV had enjoyed exclusivity.

Rallycross is unique in being a sport created 
to suit the demands of TV, the fact that it 
ultimately has turned out to be one of the best 
spectator forms of motor sport is something of 
a plus for those currently involved. 

The men behind the concept were Robert 
Reed, at the time a sports producer with ABC 
TVs World of Sport programme and Bud Smith 
who was with the Tunbridge Wells centre of the 
750 motor club.

Reed and Smith, together with Barrie Gill, 
at that time with the Sun newspaper and 
rally driver/commentator/etc. John Sprinzel,  
formulated this new sport in a matter of weeks 
during the winter of 1966/’67.

A good friendship for Rallycross was founded 
in the very first event when W.D. & H.O. Wills 
were the sponsors, its backing to continue for 
the best part of a decade and unquestionably 

providing the sport with the kind of funding it 
needed to progress.

With the first few events having been a great 
success World of Sport looked further afield and, 
on December 30 1967, spread the Rallycross 
word to the north east when they took their 
championship to Croft.

A stage of the RAC Rally was to have been 
held at Croft and the Rallycross track set out 
by Smith and his team utilised areas of off road 
running that were to have been used for this 
purpose.

Foot and Mouth was now hindering 
Rallycross though as drivers who lived in areas 
still affected by the disease were specifically 
requested not to attend the Croft event. 

Two more events were run at Croft in the 
spring of ’68 before the World of Sport series 
returned to Lydden for its final round in

April. This turned out to be quite an event for 
Rallycross, the first ever Champion in the sport 
was decided as Tony Chappell won the final 
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Get your free copy today.
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Rallycross first went to Brands Hatch in 
1976 when the circuit utilised the full length 
of the straight but mssed the Druids section.

http://www.demon-tweeks.co.uk/default.asp?cls=MSPORT
http://www.demon-tweeks.co.uk/products/ProductCategory.asp?CLS=MSPORT&GRP=M001
http://www.demon-tweeks.co.uk/products/ProductDetail.asp?cls=MSPORT&pcode=CAT07B-WEB
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round with his 1.6 Escort TC to clinch the series and its £150 
first prize on a tie-break with Peter Harper. 

Another point from this event was a certain gentleman driving 
a BMC 1800. This most unlikely, but effective, of competition 
cars was used often in early Rallycross, and was a feature of the 
works campaign in the first full year of the sport. 

The development of the 'Land Crab' though had been passed 
over to Jan Odor's fledgling Janspeed concern as the factory 
concentrated on ever wilder versions of the Cooper S and yet 
more bizarre machines. 

Odor ran the car in his own red livery and with his own 
driver,who this day tripped over an infamous piece of the 

Kent countryside in such a manner that his name lived on the 
spot until 2003. The driver in question was Geoff Mabbs and 
the earth mound he hit that day – previously referred to as 
Chesson’s Folly – became Mabbs’ Bank and would claim many, 
many more victims over the years.  There were frequent calls 
for it to be removed but circuit founder Bill Chesson stood firm 
in all the years he was in charge at Lydden, once even adding to 
the eroded mound, and when Tom Bissett bought Lydden he 
maintained the "it's there, you'll have to drive around it!" view.  

Rallycross at this stage was very much an Autumn through 
Spring sport and the 1968/’69 season burst into life in August 
with cries of foul!

BBC had been awoken by the new sport and arrived at a 
contract with TEAC and Lydden Circuit whereby they had 
virtually exclusive access to the track for Rallycross. ITV was, 
understandably, upset. Through its eyes the BBC had hijacked 
the track, the stars and the sport. 

Back then the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders 
had to approve events in order for manufacturer teams to be 
able to compete. BBC and TEAC did not have this approval 
and although their events went ahead it was without the major 
teams or names which raced on in front of the ITV cameras in 
a series centred on Croft. The upshot of this was that for most 
of the winter the works drivers fought against an increasingly 

Certainly the most scenic track, and perhaps 
the best ever, this is the 1970 version of 
Cadwell Park’s Rallycross track.

www.76racing.co.uk
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competitive group of northern clubmen 
at Croft while, at Lydden, the BBC events 
produced a whole new group of stars.

The southern clubmen, now with the 
full benefit of BBC coverage and no works 
opposition, emerged as the first crop of 
Rallycross stars. The familiar scenario at Lydden 
was for the TV event to be run with a selected 
entry on Saturday while on Sunday the fun 
continued with a non-televised clubmans event.

Many of the TV 'names' also competed on 
Sunday, and were quite often given the run 
around by lesser known drivers.

The dispute rumbled on into the spring of 
1969 with the SMMT recognised works teams 
racing at Croft but with 'privateers' such as 
Barry Lee being given works cars to run, un-

affected, as private entries at Lydden.
There were meetings early in the year 

between the representatives of Ford and BMC 
aimed at trying to sort the whole business out 
and to try and produce a set of common vehicle 
regulations. In September TEAC seized the 
bull by the horns and announced that its series, 
on BBC, would run to International Groups 
1,2,3 and 4. Besieged with complaints from 
competitors, almost all of whom would have 
excluded at a stroke, TEAC announced the 
following week that it would now adopt RAC 
vehicle regulations.

By now though the ITV contracts had 
changed, ABC TV was no more and World of 
Sport had been switched to London Weekend 
Television.

Lydden’s Rallycross track has changed over 
the years, this is the track circa 1970 when 
‘The Meadow’ was still in use.

www.gprdirect.com
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Managers were again in charge.  There was another new format 
for the event, this time every driver took part in two sets of 
heats, the fastest 12 then going into two semi-finals with the 
fastest six then fighting out in the final. 

However, this was the event at which Smith fell out with the 
TV people and the December round of the series was handed 
over to MotoStage, although Mullis retained his involvement in 
planning the event. The meeting was anything but smooth in its 
running and after one more event, in February of 1973, the plug 
was pulled on television Rallycross at Cadwell Park.

The same winter season had seen Darlington &DMC switch 
from deciding its events on FTD to running knockout finals. Also 
adopting six car grids for the Croft series, which was now well 

established. Two sets of heats were run with the fastest 24 then 
going into the knockout, quarter-finals, semi-finals and final, the 
fastest six moving through all the time.

Surviving the loss of television, first with support from 
cigarette manufacturer Carreras through its Guards brand, and 
then with locally based garage group Martins splitting the title 
with Texaco, Croft eventually succumbed to the 1973 fuel crisis.

The ’73/’74 series was due to have concluded in January ’74 
but that event was cut and Boxing Day 1973 became the final 
round where Nick Jesty bagged the title.

Made for TV events were now a thing of the past but 
Rallycross was established in Europe (see Edditorial August and 
September 2005) and growing rapidly as a sport in its own right.

Programming policy was changing and, although ITV continued 
to be active at Croft and the new Cadwell Park circuit, time was 
running out. In December ’69 the word was that Cadwell had 
staged its last ITV event of this era and Croft followed later that 
month; the February ’70 Croft event ran without TV.

While Croft continued without TV through the ’70 series ITV 
returned to Cadwell in November ’70, with Castrol on board 
as sponsors. The following year there was yet more difficulty 
surrounding TV coverage as ITV now wanted events run on 
Friday so that highlights could be shown in World of Sport. 

As if all this wasn't bad enough coverage for the ’71/’72 winter 
season was damaged by the Winter Olympics, ITV persisting 
with their canned Friday events, while BBC withdrew from 
Lydden.

In its December 1971 announcement of ’72 motor sport plans 
Ford said it would only compete in Rallycross if the sport was 
on television. While the television situation was fluctuating there 
were other developments.

MotoStage had run a couple of events called 'Rallypoint' at 
Long Marston late in 1971. These were somewhere between 
Rallycross and Autocross featuring more loose running than 
tarmac, although the start was on sealed surfaces.

Much like the start of Rallycross these 'Rallypoint' events were 
for the benefit of TV, ATV being the instigator this time. Castrol 
provided backing and a handful of events were run. Not only did 
'Rallypoint' provide another avenue for Rallycrossers to pursue, 
or at least the top names as these events were by invitation 
only, but would appear to have been the first to use finals 
to determine the winners. Rallycross was decided on times; 
either the aggregate of three heats, the best two from three 
or by FTD. 'Rallypoint' copied Rallycross in that it ran four cars 
together in the heats but broke new ground by running a six car 
final to decide the event.

The winter of ’71/’72 saw Rallycross Managers, a business 
name used by Smith, Dick Mullis and Reed, running a series of 
events on Fridays at Cadwell Park for the benefit of LWT. These 
events all concluded with a final to produce an event winner, the 
first time this was done the final was for four cars chosen more 
for TV benefit than any performance related point of merit. 

However, by March of 1972 the theme had been refined 
further and six cars were running in each race with the fastest 
six, after three sets of heats, running in a six car final to 
determine the winner.

The following winter season was set to repeat the pattern 
of Friday races being screened on Saturday and Rallycross 

mailto:mattroachracing@hotmail.co.uk
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307CC ready at last

■ DANIEL WELCH ENJOYED a respectable run into the 
Stock Hatch B final in the first round of the LingsCars.com 
Rallycross Open Championship at Croft. Welch, son of twice 
British champion John, drove a Citroën Saxo VTR owned by Phil 
Chicken and prepared by MB Motorsport in the event.

■ FORMER JUNIOR RALLYCROSSER and Caterham 
Academy Group One Champion Lewis Hopkins recently 
completed a test at Llandow in his uprated Caterham. Hopkins, 
will step up to the Motorsport News Caterham Roadsport 
Challenge this year. 

■  THE FIRST ROUND OF THE GERMAN Rallycross 
Championship takes place on March 17 at Oschersleben, the 

first time that Rallycross has taken place at Germany’s third 
permanent race circuit.

■ DAVID BINKS WAS A NON-STARTER in the first round 
of the LingsCars.com Rallycross Open Championship at Croft 
after last minute technical problems prevented the debut of 
his re-enegineered Mini. Now sporting a turbocharged BMW 
M3-based motor, the car is scheduled to be tested before the 
opening BRC round at Lydden on Easter Monday.

■ PATRICK VAN MECHELEN TOOK a last gasp second 
place on the debut of his new Subaru Impreza in the first round 
of the Belgian Rallycross Championship. The Belgian plans his 
usual mix of national and ERC events this year.

■ DIVISION TWO GRADUATE Magnus Eriksson will 
drive a Skoda Fabia in Division One this  year. The Swede will 
concentrate on his home championship but also plans to take in 
a few ERC rounds.

■ FINN MARKO JOKINEN IS rebuilding his Peugeot 206 into 
a 207 bodyshell. Jokinen, who is based in Sweden, has not yet 
declared how many ERC events he will contest with the new car.

■ THE CITROËN XSARA OF John McCluskey has been sent 
to Hexagon Engineering in France  to be prepared for the 2007 
season. McCluskey has missed the first three rounds of the 
Irish Rallycross Championship while the car is away. Hexagon is 
responsible for the Citroën Ouest Competition car in the FRC.

George Tracey gave his long 
awaited Peugeot 307CC WRC 
its long awaited debut at 
Mondello Park on February 4.

Based on an ex-works car 
and prepared for Rallycross by 
Ali Burrows Motorsport, the 
car had been given a short run 
in the week ahead of the event 
in which it was eventually 
halted by failure of the exhaust 
temperature sensors.

Tracey, who acquired the 

base car in 2005, plans to use 
the 307CC to contest a full 
BRC season and also hopes 
to take in a selection of ERC 
rounds in preparation for a full 
ERC campaign in 2008.

Tracey reverted to his Ford 
RS200 for the second round of 
the IRC, but was again forced 
out of the event early, his run 
cut short by engine failure.

The 307CC is scheduled to 
reappear at Lydden on April 9.

www.kentcams.com


Rallycross Awards gallery
The Rallycross Awards took place at Sutton Coldfield at the end of January and one of the busiest people in the 
buidling on the night was Bradley Jordan, younger brother of BRC Supercar racer Andrew. Armed with a camera, 
Jordan spent the evening zipping around snapping award winners and guests alike.

Here we have a selection of his photographs from the event, the last one which features the lad himself, looking 
satisfied with himself and enjoying the rewards for his efforts!
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