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It’s coming
The first event of the new season is now just 
three weeks away and over the two or three 
months national championships all over Europe 
will open for business.

Ireland, as usual, is first out of the blocks 
and the Motorsport Ireland Rallycross 
Championship promises to continue in 
the highly competitive vein in which ran 
through the 2006 season. British title holder 
Christopher Evans is in self-imposed exile from 
his home championship as he puts everything 
into the defence of his British crown. But 
that is unlikely to detract in any way from the 

championship in which Dermot Carnegie again 
starts as the title holder.

Junior Rallycross joins the IRC this year and 
it will interesting to see how the class develops 
in Ireland, both from the point of view of the 
competitors attracted and the fact that the 
Irish have broadened the choice of eligible cars 
to include any one-litre front-drive saloon. 
The latter could, perhaps, also point the way 
forward for Junior Rallycross in the UK should 
the newer cars be a positive addition to the 
category.
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Briefi ng
Rallycross is the logical 
option for rally drivers
The headline is the same as last month, but it’s here for a 
different reason.

Last month we drew your attention to the slow but steady 
movement of rally drivers into Rallycross. Those drivers 
comprised a mix of top line professionals squeezed out of the 
WRC and seeking an alternative career, big-league amateur 
competitors who can no longer justify the time and/or expense 
of rallying as a hobby and some whose climb up the rallying 
ladder has stalled, Rallycross offering a them a viable professional 
alternative.

This group of driver are being welcomed into Rallycross, but 
the group in focus this month are being encouraged to pack their 
bags and seek opportunities in the big wide world.

While it would be nice to think that, at some stage in the 
future, the majority of those entering Junior Rallycross would be 
able to carve out a professional role for themselves in Rallycross, 
the present reality is that Junior Rallycross is the best possible 
training arena for next Colin McRae, Richard Burns, Matt Wilson, 
etc. It’s in the very nature of Junior competition of any sort that 
those who can will be sorted from those who can’t quite. In 
Motor sport, of course, the talent recognition is often blurred 
by the money behind one or other driver. Junior Rallycross has 
not suffered from the big spend that is present in some other 
disciplines.

Away from those who’ve been in the headlines, Ed Morris 
continues his progression as a professional sportscar racer and 
Rob Gaffney is moving up the circuit racing ladder and aiming 
at the BTCC support Renault Clio series this year. Grant Rees 
has proven himself as a fast rally driver, but does not have the 
resources to pursue a career. Rallycross beckons the Welshman 
once again, and with a growing reputation as builder of the best 
Junior cars, it’s a good place for him to do his own driving.

Junior Rallycross has already proven itself a worthwhile 
training ground for future Rallycross, race and rally drivers and 
the inclusion of two old boys in the latest intake to the MSA 
Academy is further validation of the category as training ground.
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Junior Rallycross graduates Adam Gould and Jason Pritchard are 
among the nominees for the 2007 MSA Rally Academy.

Gould drove in the fi rst year of Junior Rallycross, fi nishing as 
runner up in the championship before selling his car to Andrew 
Jordan and moving on to rallying.

Pritchard put in two seasons as a Junior and then used his 
Peugeot 106 rally car in a handful of Rallycross events during 
the 2005 season before making the full time move to rallying.

The pair are joined in the Academy selection by Tom Walster 
who started his motor sport career in the British Rallycross 
Championship’s Stock Hatch category.

The fact that 25% of the dozen drivers in the Rally Academy 
for 2007 have emerged from Rallycross underlines the sport’s 
claim to be a valid training ground for future rally talent.

Combine this with the circuit racing success enjoyed by 
Lewis Hopkins and Andrew Jordan and the merits of Junior 
Rallycross as an all round training ground look even better.

Junior Rallycross never was about providing an arena that 
would exclusively produce a new generation of Rallycross 
talent, and while it is gratifying that Jordan wants a career 
in Rallycross, it’s good for the sport that others move on to 
success elsewhere.

Old boys in Academy
 Former Junior Rallycross racers in MSA Rally scheme

Junior Rallycross graduate Adam Gould is one 
of the MSA Rally Academy nominees.



“Larsson wasn’t very happy about me passing him in the last lap 
but I told him ‘next time it could be your turn, you can’t win 
every time,’” Kenneth Hansen said after his outstanding charge 
to victory in the Austrian ERC round at Greinbach in June of last 
year. At that point the ERC was four events old and Hansen had 
guided his new C4 to two wins. It was the kind of stuff on which 
his 13 previous championship wins had been built and it was 
beginning to look as though he was on his way to number 14.

But as Hansen himself acknowledged, you can’t win them 
all. And this was one he was destined not to win, although 

his tenacity meant that Larsson was not able to call himself 
champion until the last event of the year.

Having proven his pace with the Audi A4, Lars Larsson won 
an ERC event in his fi rst year with the Skoda Fabia, taking the 
2004 Polish event with the car with which he moved into the top 
fl ight of the sport. In 2005 the Swede honed his car and his game 
but was winless in a season which saw him visit the podium four 
times on his way to fourth place in the championship.

Hansen won the opening round of the 2006 season, but 
Larsson replied with a dominant run to victory in round two at 

Mayenne and then survived an engine fi re in the third round in 
the Czech Republic to make the A fi nal again and add valuable 
points. Austria looked like being the Skoda driver’s event, until 
Hansen produced two sublime passes and snatched the win 
from under his compatriot’s nose. The Czech event had been 
won by Sverre Isachsen, the Norwegian joining the title battle 
and underlining his claim by adding wins in Sweden and in 
Hungary’s scorching ERC debut.

However, while Isachsen came on strong in the summer, the 
start to his campaign had been rough and the fi rst two events 

Larsson withstands the heat
Skoda driver takes fi rst ERC title in closely fought season
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Larsson was lucky to survive this dramatic 
fire in the Czech Republic. He continued in 
the event to score valuable points.
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had brought just three points. Further problems in Belgium, 
Holland and, heart breakingly at home in Norway, effectively put 
the extrovert Ford driver out of the running, but he was there 
on the top step of the podium again in Germany, becoming the 
year’s most successful driver with his fourth event win.

Hansen had chased Isachsen home in Sweden but both he and 
Larsson struggled in Hungary where they fi nished fi fth and sixth.

Things began to move in Larsson’s favour in part two, the 
Skoda was fi rst home in Belgium – although the story may 
have been different had Jean-Luc Pailler made a better start 

to the A fi nal. The Frenchman had his Peugeot 206 fl ying again 
the following weekend when he won the Dutch round of the 
championship at Valkenswaard. Larsson had a terrible time 
in Holland, but Hansen again made it to the A fi nal and was 
there again in Norway, this time taking second place as Michael 
Jernberg collected his only win of the year. Jernberg had a 
measure of luck, but no more than he was due, to win as Tommy 
Rustad had been comfortably quickest throughout the event but 
suffered a clutch failure as he warmed the tyres on his Focus just 
ahead of the A fi nal start. Alongside Rustad on the front row of 

the grid was Thomas Rådström who duly took control of the 
race and was sailing away to what looked like a certain victory 
until the steering in his Hyundai Accent broke and pitched the 
car into the wall at the start of the last lap.

Larsson was fi fth in Norway and so the stage was set for a 
showdown between the two Swedes during the last two events 
in Poland and Germany. After an intense battle with Isachsen, 
Larsson took the win in Poland but sixth place was enough, 
just, to keep Hansen in the reckoning until the last and to set 
up a fi ght to the last in Germany. The title eventually resolved 
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Sverre Isachsen was the most successful 
driver of the year, but also the least 
consistent of the front runners.



in Larsson’s favour when Hansen got stuck in the B fi nal. 
Larsson thus started the last A fi nal of the year as champion and 
drove a circumspect race to fi nish fourth behind Rustad whose 
podium fi nish was just enough to give him third place in the 
championship, one point ahead of team mate Isachsen, and for 
him to be best Norwegian at the end of his fi rst full ERC season.

Rustad’s fi nal result was not much of a surprise, if anything 
the surprise was in the fact that he wasn’t challenging for event 
victories more often and the way he had to work so hard to 
match those with more experience of the tracks pointed to 

the fact that it is now unrealistic to expect anyone to step into 
the ERC and go for glory in the fi rst year. The fact that the 
championship now revisits pretty much the same few tracks at 
roughly the same time of each season means that drivers are 
able to acquire a greater knowledge of the tracks than when the 
events moved around more often. Rustad was quite open about 
the fact that he was really only ablwe to challenge for event 
wins where either he knew the track (Norway) or where the 
others had no real advantage through previous track knowledge 
(Hungary).

Experience told in Larsson’s eventual success and we also 
began to see the value of accumulated knowledge in Andreas 
Eriksson’s improving form in the second half of the season. Third 
in Holland and second in Germany, Eriksson fi nished the year 
in tenth place. The Ford Team RS Sweden Fiesta was far from 
the most reliable car in the paddock, but the team refused to be 
beaten and got on top of its engine problems by the summer. 
There’s more to come from Eriksson and those two podium 
placings clearly point the way to the kind of thing we can expect.

Rådström also put down his marker for the future with that 
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Kenneth Hansen worked hard to develop 
and race the new Citroën C4, taking two 
event wins and working Larsson hard.

ph
ot

os
: E

RC
24

.c
om



Competition Cars, Engines & 
Transmissions

Vast Experience in
Ford RS200 – Cosworth YB – Metro 6R4 – Jaguar ‘E Type’

F1 Megatron – Subaru – Mitsubishi Engines
COSWORTH ENGINES
Built to all specifications
from Road to Rallycross

producing up to 
740bhp and 540lb/ft torque

We offer a Complete Service for Competition & Performance Cars
Transmission – Turbocharger Building & Modifications • Supply & 

Installation of Pectel & Gems Management Systems
RS200 & Ford  Motorsport Parts Supplied • Welding & Fabrication 

of Components & all Types of Tig Welding
Bodyshell & Car Preparations for all Types of Racing 

Full Machine Shop Facilities
Latest fully instrumented SuperFlow 902 Engine Dynamometer

Tel. 0044 1435 865999 • Fax 0044 1435 865947

www.racetuners.com • e-mail Frances@racetuners.com
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very strong performance in Norway and Olivier 
Anne’s A final run in Belgium and respectable 
B final placing in Holland, underline that the 
Frenchman too will be competitive. But both 
Rådström and Anne will have the same kind 
of task in 2007 that faced Rustad during 2006 
– learning the tracks.

Division One-A
After two years of domination by Ron 

Snoeck, Division One-A was open to a new 
champion in 2006 when the Dutchman stayed 
away from the ERc to build his new Division 
One car.

Michael De Keersmaecker hit the ground 
running in Portugal and then followed up his 
round one win with another success in France. 
The wheels came off the Belgian’s challenge 

after the first two rounds. A number of minor 
problems struck his Opel Corsa and as the rest 
of the field got up to speed De Keersmaecker 
fell back into the B finals. His season was then 
brought to an abrupt end when he broke bones 
in his foot after crashing his jet ski while on 
holiday.

By this time, however, the balance of power 
had shifted and the championship was being 
fought between old-stager Jaroslav Kalny 
and Krzysztof Groblewski. Up until the short 
summer break the two traded event wins, 
Kalny taking his home event with Groblewski 
winning in Austria, then Kalny back on top in 
Sweden and Groblewski overcoming early 
technical problems to win in Hungary.

Already more consistent than Kalny, 
Groblewski now appeared to have overcome 

A string of four victories in the second part 
of the year gave Krzysztof Groblewski a 
commanding lead in Division One-A. ph
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the technical niggles that had frustrated him 
early in the year and was right at the top of his 
game in the second half of the championship. A 
string of four event wins in Belgium, Holland, 
Norway and Poland meant that the VW driver 
was able to put his name to the title in his 
home event. And as the first Polish driver to 
win an ERC title, it was the perfect end to an 
impressive season.

The last event of the year was won by 
Morten Jespersen, the young Dane taking his 
first event win at the end of a year in which 
he had been a consistent challenger and had 
already visited the podium on four occasions.

Engine failure in Belgium and another in 
Norway put an end to Kalny’s challenge and 
the former champion slipped back to fifth place 
behind Jussi Pinomäki and Zdenek Cermak.

Pinomäki’s year was a tough one, but the 
Finn never looked like giving in and thoroughly 
deserves his top three placing at the end of a 
very difficult season. Not only did Pinomäki and 
his team make the move from a Group N car 
to a ‘real’ racer, but they developed the whole 
thing themselves in Finland. The engine was 
the weak link in the Clio, but by the end of the 
year it looked as though this had been sorted 
out and with a new car coming for the 2007 
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Morten Jespersen and Zdenek Cermak were 
never far from the front of the battle in 
Division One-A.
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http://www.demon-tweeks.co.uk/products/ProductDetail.asp?cls=MSPORT&pcode=CAT06B-WEB
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season, Pinomäki is clearly aiming to add to his 2004 and 2005 
ERC titles.

Elsewhere in the class drivers to stand out included Magnus 
Hansen who returned to Rallycross mid-year with a self built 
Citroën C2 and posted a string of A final finishes with the little 
car. Christian Petrakovits started the year well in the ex-Snoeck 
Seat but quit the championship after being excluded from the 
Hungarian round.

Division Two
For a class on its last legs, Division Two was not as bad as some 
had feared during 2006, although only three drivers took part in 

all 11 rounds of the championship. That the level of competition 
was lower than in the other classes, is perhaps also indicated by 
the fact that national star Laurent Chartrain and Niklas Hagström 
blew everyone away in France and Sweden respectively.

Which is not to take anything away from either Chartrain, 
Hagström or ERC winner Roman Castoral.

On paper Castoral was favourite to win Division Two and 
while his margin of victory was ultimately quite clear, the Czech 
having the title in the bag with an event in hand, he was made 
to work hard for the glory by Swedish newcomer Mattias 
Thörjesson and, through the first half of the year, by Magnus 
Ericsson.

Thörjesson won the series opener in Portugal and was on top 
again in Austria. Thereafter the Swede was usually Castoral’s 
closest challenger and posted a further four podium finishes 
before ending the year with his third event win in Germany.

Second in Portugal and leading the chase of the remarkable 
Chartrain in France, Castoral took his first win on home ground, 
was third in Sweden and then won again in Hungary.

The Czech really pulled out the stops in the second half of the 
year, winning in both Belgium and Holland before sealing the 
crown with victory in Poland in September.

The other event winner in the year was Tomas Kotek, the 
young Czech taking the win in Norway but otherwise posting a 

Roman Castoral (left) won the title but 
faced a stiff challenge from Swede Mattias 
Thörjesson (right).

www.76racing.co.uk
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mixed string of results, including two non-scores.
Ericsson was in the A final in each of the first six events, but 

ended his year in the Hungarian event where, after a tussle with 
Kotek, he rolled his Honda heavily.
Tommy Slåstad became a consistent points scorer during the 
middle part of the year, three podium finishes helping the 
Norwegian on his way to fourth place in the championship. 
Dutchman Marcel Snoijers had a good run with his Renault 
Clio and finished up fifth with a best result of third place in 
Austria while young Pole Adam Kozak scrambled home sixth 
after scoring a personal best third place in the final round at the 
Estering. Also worthy of note here is Latvian Martynas Padgurskis 
who dipped his toe in the ERC waters in Poland and posted an 
outstanding second place finish with his Clio.
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■ BEN POWER WILL MOVE up to the SuperModified 
category of the MSA British Rallycross Championship this year. 
The 16-year-old from Welshpool has acquired Phil Collard’s 
Ford Ka for his move and gave the car a brief test just before 
Christmas. Power has received some tuition with the car at 
Prodrive’s training facility and may take in some events IRC 
events at Mondello Park ahead of the BRC starting at Lydden on 
Easter Monday.

■ POWER’S JUNIOR RALLYCROSS Mini is now in the 
hands of Cookstown-based teenager Samantha Thoms. With 
six years of karting already behind her, Thoms is also familiar 
with loose surface competition as she has driven in Rallysprints 

at Aghadowey in a Vauxhall Nova. Thoms will also take part in 
Motorsport Ireland’s Rally Academy but plans to contest as many 
Junior Rallycross events, including rounds of the IRC, as possible.

■ NORWEGIAN DIVISION ONE-A driver Tony Lund Tjelle 
is the new owner of the ex-Jussi Pinomäki Renault Clio which 
replaces the Toyota Corolla used over the last couple of years.

■ LEADING WEBSITE ERC24 has launched a blog service. 
Users of the website can set up their own blogs in a minute or 
two and can post text and photographs to the site. A number 
of drivers have already joined the service and there were more 
than 20 blogs online in the first 48 hours of operation.

Jussi Pinomäki moved up from Division Two 
to One-A and took third place with his 
Renault Clio.

mailto:mattroachracing@hotmail.co.uk
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There are changes to the technical regulations 
for Stock Hatch Rallycross cars this year.

In the MSA British rallycross Championship, 
a minimum weight limit has been introduced. 
Unlike the Irish championship where a flat 
minimum weight applies, the BRC has adopted 
different weights for different cars and, in an 
effort to level the field between large and small 
drivers, has stipulated a ‘with driver’ weight. 
The range of weights spans the Suzuki Swift at 
720kg to the MG ZR at 930kg with the Peugeot 
205 GTi (the most popular car in the category) 
pitched at 865kg.

The BRC has also amended the regulation 
governing wheel fixings to allow longer than 
standard studs or bolts to be used. This change 
follows concerns raised during the 2006 season.

Meanwhile the Stock Hatch, and the new 
Stock Hatch 2000 variant within the Open 
Series/MDA Championship will differ from the 
BRC category by using a control tyre supplied 
by Silverstone Competition Tyres.

The change to the new tyre is being eased as 
drivers who register for the MDA Stock Hatch 
Championship on or before the first round will 
be eligible to receive four free tyres, two at the 
opening round and two at round four.

Silverstone is contracted to supply the 
control tyre for three years and will also offer 
on-event service as well as providing vouchers 
for the championship winner.

The BRC Stock Hatch class will remain with 
the existing control tyre from Yokohama which 
also supplies the Junior Rallycross tyre.

Stock Hatch moves

www.gprdirect.com
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BRC & Clios for Jordan ■ LES DAUBNEY Autocross and Rallycross star Les Daubney 
passed away in King’s Lynn on December 18 after suffering a 
heart attack.
An established front runner in the flourishing autocross scene of 
the late 1960s, Daubney scored one of his biggest wins with class 
victory – ahead of Win Percy –  in the BARC’s 1968 Save the 
Children Autocross Festival at Hillingdon, an event that famously 
drew more than 10,000 spectators.
When Rallycross burst onto the scene Daubney was among the 
first group of Autocross drivers recruited to take part in the new 
sport and was immediately competitive with his self-prepared, 
Lotus twincam-powered Ford Anglia 105E.
In the 1967-’68 World of Sport Championship, Daubney was 

among the fastest in the separate clubmans championship, 
eventually finishing third behind the Minis of his close friend Mike 
Dabbs and class winner Brian Chatfield. As the highest placed 
Ford driver Daubney received the Ford Sport Trophy.
With the Anglia beginning to feel its age, Daubney’s driving 
career was curtailed by a major engine failure in 1969.
He is survived by his wife Judith and sons Nick and Richard. 

■ HAVING SERVED HIS MAXIMUM term as chairman of 
Motorsport Ireland’s Rallycross Committee, Robert Moody will 
step down from the post after the prize giving and open forum 
for the IRC which is held in Dublin on January 17. Moody will be 
replaced by Ana StClaire.

■ FIVE FOR THE NEZ The calendar for the 2007 North 
European Zone Rallycross Championship has been published. 
Nysum in Denmark, which hosted the best attended NEZ event 
ever when it made it’s debut in the 2006 championship, gets the 
series finale this year while Haninge in Sweden is a newcomer.
FIA North European Zone Rallycross Championship
19 - 20 May Estonia, Laitse
09 –10 June Sweden, Haninge  
14 - 15 July Lithuania, Vilkyciai 
04 - 05 August  Latvia, Bauska 
08 - 09 September Denmark, Nysum 

Andrew Jordan is set for his 
biggest season to date in 
2007 when he combines twin 
assaults on the Elf Renault 
Clio Cup and the MSA British 
Rallycross Championship.

 Jordan will race for Team 
Eurotech in the all-new Clio 
and continue with the G-Tech 
Ford Focus in Rallycross.

“My aim is to win the British 
Rallycross title,” says Jordan. 
“But with the Clio this will be 
very much a learning year and 
it would be silly to expect to 
be challenging for podiums 

straightaway. It’s going to be a 
very big year for me .”

The Clio campaign, which 
will be run alongside the BTCC 
car of his father Mike, is being 
treated as a learning season. 
“We did think about [driving 
in] the BTCC, but there are 
some tracks I’ve not even 
driven at yet,” says Andrew. 
“I just want to learn and make 
progress as the year goes on. I 
can’t wait to get my hands on 
the Clio and start testing,” said 
Jordan who hopes to tackle 
the ERC in the future.

www.kentcams.com
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Rum, Rallycross and the lashing rain
Martin Sharp was on hand to see the first ever Rallycross in Barbados

After an exploratory trip to Barbados last May, and a return visit to the Knockhill BRC round by 
Vaucluse Raceway’s Greg Cozier, Pat Doran led a small group of British and Irish Rallycross drivers 
to Barbados for last November’s inaugural Barbados Rallycross International.

Encouraged by Doran’s endorsement of the track and what they had seen in Scotland, Cozier 
and the ‘Friends of Vaucluse Raceway’ set about changing its twin-track rallysprint layout to a 
wider single-track venue to suit Rallycross racing. Out went the ‘berms’ splitting some sections of 
the old track into two lanes, and a re-route lost a hairpin and nadgery narrow section where both 
tracks of the old layout crossed with the use of a bridge. 

Tarmac went down over some 50% of the surface, and the new wider Rallycross version of the 
track (getting it back to rallysprint ‘spec’ is a matter of ’dozing the berms back) retains much-loved 
faster dirt sections of the rallysprint route. Now, that dirt is soil with a very high proportion of clay, 
and it’s relevant to point out here that when it gets wet ‘cloying’ is hardly adequate to describe its 
consistency. It’s the sort of gunk which is so adhesive that if you take just two steps in it both of 

your feet become twice the weight and twice as big. Lousy stuff; the only place I’ve seen anything 
anywhere like it was on the stages of the 2006 Rally Turkey, where there was torrential rain.

Original planning for the inaugural Barbados Rallycross International had practice set for 
Saturday, with the races on Sunday and both sessions carrying on into the dark under floodlights. 
However, to avoid a direct clash with a Shell-backed demonstration of a Ferrari F1 car, the event 
was rescheduled for Friday and Saturday, again with later floodlit running.

Barbados is tropical and, of course it does rain there; chiefly massive great globs of water 
in short spurts. Sure enough, there was a tropical downpour on the Thursday morning, but it 
certainly wasn’t of the short spurt variety – this was rainy season rain and it stuck-in for a fair bit.

It certainly got stuck-in to St Thomas, where the Raceway is. A quick track inspection showed 
that we’d need some serious sun to dry it for Friday. But then, if there is a place for serious sun, 
we were in it. Then it rained on Friday. When it stopped it was out with the bulldozers to create 
drainage channels. Then the rain started again…

Lawrence Gibson and Kevin Procter were on 
top in the first Barbados Rallycross. Gibson 
set the track record while Procter was the 
winner of the event with his Ford Puma 
Supercar.
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By Saturday, Cozier had to make a decision; practice early morning Sunday – if the track was 
usable – racing straight after. The track had ‘dried’ on Sunday morning, but still had gallons of 
water on/in it. The Clerk of the Course had a brainwave – get as many volunteers with 4X4s 
to run round. With 25 on the course, many driven by very handy owner/drivers from the Rally 
Club – and, ahem, local hire Suzuki Vitaras being thrashed by rallycrossers [fully exploiting the ‘go 
mental, it’s a rental’ ethic] – inevitably this soon turned into a ‘4X4 Grand Prix’. 

Mega-power car-hungry spectators started arriving from the Ferrari display and lining the banks 
of the track. A truly impressive feature of the scene at the track was that the Brit rallycrossers 
now knew that they were damn-near certain to get some racing in. Accordingly, they’d turned 
from a group of laid-back mates enjoying the Caribbean and its hospitality into serious car fettlers, 
concentrating primarily on their own machinery, yet always willing to help out a rival with advice 
and spanner work. Impressive and cohesive: they were going racing; this was serious.

Gleaming in the sunshine, Gibson’s 6R4, the only normally aspirated Supercar in the Vaucluse 
pack, had only just made it to the banana boat – him and his mates fi nished the rebuild at 0430am 
the day it sailed. Off-handedly explaining that the engine is: “Mainly Jaguar bits,” Lawrence and 
his machine are nevertheless very handy; while Kevin Procter – a Barbados Rally Carnival regular 
– recorded eight of the 10 fastest times of the day in his Cosworth Puma 4X4, the 6R4 became 
the fi rst lap record-holder on the Vaucluse rallycross track with a 50.49s; Procter’s fastest was a 
50.97. Later, over a few rums in Bridgestown’s beachside Boatyard bar, Lawrence did admit: “Aye, 
well we may have not put the ballast back during the rebuild for here y’know!”

It wasn’t just the Brit Supercars at Vaucluse, a wide selection of local rallying and racing 
machinery was there to compete in class heat races. Rally Jamaica was two weeks after the 
Rallycross, and traditionally a large contingent of Bajans go there to compete and contribute to the 
mayhem. Many top Bajan rally cars were already on their way to Jamaica, and so couldn’t compete 
in the Rallycross. 

After more 4X4 deployment the track was back to raceable and it was time for the big boys, 
under fl oodlights. The crowd had had a taster of the awesome performance of these machines in 
practice, but the sight of four of them battling together – without contact – was something they’d 
never seen before. If anything, the noise and jump-ups from the excited crowd were greater than 
at the morning’s Ferrari bash.

It was world-class stuff, although Kevin Procter and his ex-rallying Cosworth Puma proved 
the machine of the meet. In the fi rst race the Gibson 6R4 chased him home, closely followed by 
Carnegie’s Focus and Tracey’s RS200.

Two local drivers, Kirk Watkins and Mark Maloney, joined the overseas Supercar boys for the 
second race, in their Lancer Evo V and Sunny/Pulsar GTiR, respectively. Carnegie and Procter got 
past Tracey on the second lap, and was looking like Carnegie was in for a win, but the race was 
black-fl agged when Maloney rolled the GTiR. The re-run saw Procter get the jump on the line and 
lead to the fi nish, followed by Carnegie, Gibson and Tracey.

Liam Doran got to drive his Dad’s car in Barbados, although sadly both mechanical and electrical 
problems meant his track outings were curtailed.

Nevertheless, as predicted by Doran, all the Supercar drivers were well happy with the track, 
and during the prizegiving after the event, Doran echoed the feelings of all when he praised the 
immense efforts put in by Cozier, Antonio Da Silva and the rest of the Vaucluse boys “This is a 
great Rallycross track, and I’m sure that can attract a strong international following in years to 
come,” he said.

To a man the Brit Rallycross drivers said they’d be back next year, and that it’s very likely there 
will be more cars coming too. This year’s event was in a way a prototype for bigger and better 
international meetings to come later, and considering the odds stacked against the event this year, 
it was a resounding success.
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