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Bright horizon
It’s been a little on the quiet side in the last few 
weeks as teams and drivers take a breather 
from the busy championship season and busy 
themselves planning for next year.

Things are beginning to move again and 
there are some big stories on the horizon. The 
months leading into the new season should be 
interesting as these stories start to break and 
the 2007 championship year takes shape.

The slow but steady migration of rally drivers 
to Rallycross has continued this year and there 
are signs that more will follow the path off 
the stages and on to the Rallycross tracks of 

Europe in both the near and longer term future. 
Meanwhile in the east the more traditional 
breeding ground of autocross looks a likely 
source of new Rallycross drivers, especially 
from Russia where Rallycross is beginning to 
take a hold.

Last month’s relatively low-profile Barbados 
International could also be the start of 
something big. A major end-of-season event 
in the Caribbean is hugely attractive. It would 
also put a group of cars within relatively short 
distance of the US…

         rallycrossworld@myriorama.com

3
Another rally driver makes the switch, this time 

it’s Swedish star Stig-Olov Walfridsson

11 
The Brits and Irish took rain to Barbados…

4
After three years away Ludvig Hunsbedt will 

drive again in 2007. He tells us why

8 
Not yet! Christopher Evans puts ERC plans on 

ice to focus on BRC

13
The Rallycross World 

poster – Hunsbedt, ERC 

champ 1993

9 
Out of a drive with 

Isachsen, Tommy Rustad 

studies his options

7 
Finland moves towards 

ERC round

Rallycrossworld • monde • welt • värld

subscriptions • abonnement 
 subskription • abonnera

Now 
free at 
ERC24
Rallycross World is now free 
to registered members of 
ERC24.com 
To register click here and 
then follow the instructions 
on the site. 
If you prefer to subscribe 
without joining ERC24, visit 
www.RallycrossWorld.com

www.myriorama.com
www.myriorama.com
mailto:rallycrossworld@myriorama.com
www.myriorama.com
mailto:rallycrossworld@myriorama.com
www.myriorama.com
http://www.erc24.com/?Show=UserRegistration&Message=You%20have%20to%20register%20or%20log%20in%20to%20enter%20this%20feature.%20Or%20you%20are%20not%20authorised%20to%20use%20this%20feature


Briefi ng
Rallycross is the logical 
option for rally drivers
The decision of Stig-Olov Walfridsson to abandon rallying in 
favour of a full time switch to Rallycross may not be a complete 
surprise; he has driven in Rallycross previously and there are 
strong family links with the sport. But it is another important and 
signifi cant decision for Rallycross.

In the last couple of years Swedes Andreas Eriksson and 
Thomas Rådström have both converted professional rally careers 
into Rallycross ones and now Walfridsson will join them. All three 
also have cars with manufacturer links, the national importer 
or dealer network for Ford, Hyundai and Renault respectively 
blessing their cars.

Rallying at national level is beginning to feel a pinch either 
because it is increasingly diffi cult for private teams to fund the 
running of WRC machinery or because championship rules are 
moving the game away from the WRCs that top level privateers 
still want to use. Time is also frequently offered as a reason for 
moving away from rallying to Rallycross. A rally can easily take 
four or fi ve days away and there’s a recce on top of that. Add in 
time for planning and the events become hugely time consuming. 
The ERC is not a cakewalk, but the logistics are much simpler 
than for a rally and the driver can quite easily do his job in the full 
event with only the Friday and Monday needed in addition to the 
weekend race days.

In the British Isles there is a similar, if slightly less high profi le, 
movement towards Rallycross. Englishmen Steve Hill and Kevin 
Procter have successfully made the move as have Irish rally men 
John McCluskey, George Tracey and Ollie O’Donovan. Other 
Irish drivers are looking to step across, and it would not be a 
surprise if more than one did so after next year’s inaugural Rally 
Ireland World championship event. For many in Ireland it will be 
a nice career peak and a logical point at which to move on and 
try something else.

The only problem on the horizon, as we have said before, is 
a shortage of top quality machinery. For the well heeled teams 
with the ability to put together the basis of a spare car, the time 
could be ripe to capitalise on what looks like a growing market.
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Stig-Olov Walfridsson is the latest Swedish rally driver to make 
the full time switch to Rallycross.

Walfridsson is no stranger to Rallycross and put in a full 
Swedish championship season in 2004 with a KHM-run 
Citroën Xsara. This year he rented a Xsara from Morten 
Bermingrud to drive in the Swedish ERC round at 
Höljes, that event marking his comeback after a serious 
rallying accident in the spring, and being used to decide 
the future of his career.

“Rallying is beginning to go down a bit in Sweden but 
Rallycross is growing and there are very good competitors in 

Rallycross now, I’m sure it’s the future,” said Walfridsson who 
will drive his new Clio in a full SRC campaign. The car 
is due to be tested in April and to make it competitive 
debut in the French ERC round at Alençon.

“Our business sells Renault and Volvo that was part of 
the reason to choose the Clio and it will be very nice to 
take a new Renault to France,” says Walfridsson.

Per Eklund remains perhaps the highest profi le former 
rally driver to take to Rallycross, but Thomas Rådström, 
Andreas Eriksson and now Walfridsson have also made the 
switch as Rallycross becomes a viable career option.

Walfridsson decides
‘Rallycross is the future’ says Swedish rally driver

Stig-Olov Walfridsson is making the full time 
switch to Rallycross with a new Clio.



In the three seasons that Ludvig Hunsbedt has been retired as a Rallycross 
driver he has put in no more than a handful of appearances at ERC events, 
but his visit to this year’s Polish round of the championship was far more 
signifi cant than anyone would have known or guessed at the time. This, it 
transpires, was Hunsbedt making a fi nal check on the state of play before 
deciding whether to return to competition. It also afforded the Norwegian 
an opportunity to observe Jan Marklund’s Bergteamet operation in action.

In the weeks following the end of the ERC season, Hunsbedt visited the 
team at its Skellefteå base in the north of Sweden and there agreed terms 
to drive for it for the next two years. Hunsbedt also has an option to extend 

the contract if things go well in the initial period. Work on Bergteamet’s new 
Volvo S40 is well advanced and Hunsbedt expects to be able to test his new 
steed in late February.

There is, however, more to the story than meets the eye and Hunsbedt 
reveals that he was within an ace of returning with his own team earlier this 
year before backing out because of the attendant pressure on his time.

“I looked into it [returning as a driver] a year ago and we had plans to 
start this year and drive for three years to try and win the ERC again with 
my own team,” he explains. “I stopped it because it would have been too 
much work, the deal we had setup meant that I would have had to do a 

lot of extra work between races and I don’t have time for that and my own 
business. That kind of thing was the reason why I stopped racing at the end 
of 2003, I was running my business, running the race team and driving the 
car. It was too much and I was completely empty. I still had the speed – I 
was on pole for the A fi nal in the last six races – but I was tired and there 
were mistakes. I decided I didn’t want to go back to that, if I was going to 
drive again it had to be organised differently.”

Hunsbedt, who has car dealerships selling Volvo, Renault and Toyota 
and who will open a new Ford agency in January, had tried to convince 
Volvo to enter an offi cial car in Rallycross, but it is Marklund who has 

Hunsbedt back for two years
Former champion gets Bergteamet’s new Volvo S40 for ERC return
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Hunsbedt and Jan Marklund shake on their 
deal. Hunsbedt visited Skellefteå to get a 
seat fitting in the new car.
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allowed Hunsbedt to return as a racer in a manner he feels comfortable 
with. Hunsbedt didn’t go looking for the drive, the opportunity to work with 
Bergteamet came to him.

“Jan Marklund approached me in August about driving for him and when 
we worked things out it looked good to me,” explains Hunsbedt. “This way 
I only need a fl ight to get to the race and I will be away only for a few days 
for each race. The team and the car is right up in the north of Sweden, 
so there’s no temptation to go and look just to see what’s happening, it’s 

perfect for me, I will do the driving and the team will take care of everything 
else, That’s a little unusual in Rallycross but I think it’s good to have teams 
like this as well.”

Hunsbedt’s return is also signifi cant because he is one of the true giants 
of the sport, a man who spent 20 years on the ERC trail during which time 
he carved himself an enviable reputation as a consistent top line performer. 
It’s rare for a big name to return after quitting the sport – Franz Wurz is the 
exception to the rule that springs most readily to mind, but the knowledge 

that he held a massive technological advantage when he returned armed 
with an Audi Quattro in 1982 must have played an enormous part in his 
decision. Hunsbedt will not enjoy any such machinery advantage, in fact he’s 
likely to start the ERC season still bringing Bergteamet’s new Volvo S40 up 
to speed. The car will use proven components, the Sellholm transmission 
is now widely used, but it’s four-cylinder 16v motor will be the fi rst Volvo 
engine produced by Julian Godfrey Engineering in England and the new 
chassis is bound to take some time to setup properly.
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Pembrey 1997. Ludvig Hunsbedt leads 
Martin Schanche in his ERC Division One 
title year.



“I don’t expect very much from the fi rst few races. I have not raced for 
three years and need to see if the speed is still in my body and we will also 
have to work with the car. My goal is to qualify for the A fi nals in the last half 
of the year. I looked closely at the level of the ERC when I was in Poland 
and I don’t think that it is faster than when I was racing but the competition 
is probably greater now. When I stopped there were four or fi ve drivers 
at the top now that is eight or maybe 10 so it’s harder to get to the A fi nal 
than before,” says Hunsbedt.

The plans of Hunsbedt and Bergteamet received a boost from an unlikely 
direction in September when Michael Jernberg won the Norwegian ERC 
round. The new S40 shares its platform [fl oorpan] with the ‘06’ Focus and 
so Jernberg’s win, and general good form towards the end of the 2006 
season, was an encouraging sign.

“The car is the same size a the new Focus and we know that works well, 
I’m sure the S40 will be a good car,” said Hunsbedt who taking his role as 
a driver seriously and is fi tter now than he has been for many years. “I am 
working on fi tness, I lost 20kg in weight this year and I’m still working at it. I 
will get more training before the season comes. I will be fi t but I’m not sure 
how quickly I will get the feel for racing back, that’s why I wanted to do only 
two years, in that time it will be possible to tell if everything is working well 
and if I’m fast enough,” said Hunsbedt who will be 47-years-old in January.

Champion in the old Group N class in 1993 and then Division one 
champ in 1997, Hunsbedt started his racing in 1978 and was also 
Norwegian champion in 1983 and ’92. His return to racing has a single 
objective and convincing Bergteamet to concentrate solely on the ERC was 
not an easy task.

“The team is Swedish so of course it wanted to take part in the Swedish 
championship, but I think it will distract them from the ERC. If we want to 
be on top in Europe we have to focus on that and now we have agreed not 
to drive in the Swedish championship. For the same reason I want only one 
car in the team. I would like to race the car before the ERC starts as part of 
the test programme, but that is all,” he says.

The deal has plenty for Bergteamet too. Hunsbedt’s vast experience of 
the ERC and of putting together a solid title winning campaign will help it, 
and having a high profi le driver on board will do no harm for its commercial 
aspirations either.

For the rest of us, having one of the best racers in the business back in 
harness can only be a good thing, specially as he will be aiming for the top 
with a new and different car.
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Bergteamet’s new Volvo S40 is well 
underway and was due to be painted in the 
days after these pictures were taken.

“I don’t expect very much from the fi rst few races. I have not raced for “The car is the same size a the new Focus and we know that works well, “The team is Swedish so of course it wanted to take part in the Swedish 
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Competition Cars, Engines & 
Transmissions

Vast Experience in
Ford RS200 – Cosworth YB – Metro 6R4 – Jaguar ‘E Type’

F1 Megatron – Subaru – Mitsubishi Engines
COSWORTH ENGINES
Built to all specifications
from Road to Rallycross

producing up to 
740bhp and 540lb/ft torque

We offer a Complete Service for Competition & Performance Cars
Transmission – Turbocharger Building & Modifications • Supply & 

Installation of Pectel & Gems Management Systems
RS200 & Ford  Motorsport Parts Supplied • Welding & Fabrication 

of Components & all Types of Tig Welding
Bodyshell & Car Preparations for all Types of Racing 

Full Machine Shop Facilities
Latest fully instrumented SuperFlow 902 Engine Dynamometer

Tel. 0044 1435 865999 • Fax 0044 1435 865947

www.racetuners.com • e-mail Frances@racetuners.com
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Finland-Russia ’08?
Pinomäki pushing for Finnish race
Finland’s leading Rallycross driver, Jussi 
Pinomäki is working hard to ensure that the 
ERC returns to Finland in 2008.

There has not been a Finnish event in the 
ERC since 1999 when the event was last held 
at Hämeenlinna’s Moottorirata Ahveniston, 
the longest serving of Finland’s ERC venues. 
Pinomäki believes that having  a race in his 
homeland is vital if he, and other Finnish racers 
who beginning race outside of Finland, are 
to secure the commercial backing and media 
exposure to continue climbing the ranks.

“I have had a few meetings with the ASN 
about getting a race in Finland and I think 
the idea is making some progress now,” said 
Pinomäki. “We want to use an established 
venue and it is somewhere that would provide 

the teams and spectators with a very good 
experience.” Pinomäki said he could not identify 
the venue yet as to do so may jeopardise the 
plans, but did allow that it was not Hämeenlinna 
and that the organising club would not the 
Helsinki Racing Drivers Club which used to run 
the Finnish ERC event.

With Germany losing it’s place in the 2007 
calendar, the way is open for two events to join 
the schedule in 2008. Certainly Germany will be 
striving to regain its place, but bids from Latvia, 
Tatarstan and Finland also appear likely and 
there is sense and strength in a double header 
comprising any combination of the three.

“Finland – Russia would be very good,” 
Pinomäki admitted when the logistical point 
was made to him.

Jussi Pinomäki has put Finland back on the 
Rallycross map, now he wants to have an 
ERC race at home.

www.racetuners.com


Christopher Evans has abandoned plans to drive 
in the 2007 ERC in favour of making an ‘all-out’ 
defence of his British title.

Evans went public on his ERC ambition 
immediately after winning the Quaife MSA 
British Rallycross Championship but has now 
decided to stay home next year.

“We’ve looked into the ERC closely and 
decided that the best thing to don in 2007 is to 
try and win the British championship again. I’m 
on top now so the only place I can go is down, 
I know winning won’t be easy, but it will be an 
all-out effort to win,” said Evans who has not 
given up on his ERC ambition.

“We will go to Europe, it’s just not going to 
happen next year. I need more than one year in 
the ERC so the plan has to be for two or three 

seasons. When you get the calendar and start 
planning the travel it’s mad, there are times 
when the car would be away for four races 
so you have to think about all the spares and 
backup that you need to do that. I won’t even 
go for one-off events in the ERC next year, 
there’s no point it will only take time and effort 
away from the BRC,” says Evans.

The Irishman also revealed that he had 
spoken at length with Kenneth Hansen before 
coming to his decision.

“I talked to Kenneth about the ERC. It’s not 
the driving that’s a problem, I know what we 
have to do there, just getting there and working 
out there is what I need to get right. I’m sure 
we understand that now and I’m working 
towards being there in 2008,” he said.

Europe must wait
British champ Evans to defend title in ’07
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Staying home. Christopher Evans will defend 
his British crown during 2007 but has his eye 
on the ERC in 2008.

www.demon-tweeks.co.uk
http://www.demon-tweeks.co.uk/products/ProductDetail.asp?cls=MSPORT&pcode=ALS335-406N60
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The start of the 2008 ERC may be half a year away, but that 
is precious little time in which to construct a title winning 
campaign, and yet that is the task facing Tommy Rustad after his 
deal with Isachsen Motorsport was cut short.

Rustad wants to remain in Rallycross and to build upon 
the experience gained in 2006, his first full ERC season, 
but is now faced with either finding a berth with another 
multi-car team or establishing his own team.

“This is a big difference between [circuit] racing and 
Rallycross, in racing it’s easy to find a team with a car 
but in Rallycross most drivers run their own team and not many 
have more than one car, Rustad. “I’m looking at everything and 
working closely with my sponsors, setting up my own team is 
possible, but it’s more work and more time.”

Rustad’s most obvious option is with Morten Bermingrud who 
has two Tom Hvaal-owned Citroën Xsaras at his disposal but 
there are also possibilities with Pailler Competition, Kenneth 

Hansen Motorsport, Eklund Motorsport and, if he 
switches to his new car for 2007, Jos Kuypers. One thing 
is certain, Rustad will not go for anything less than an 
event winning car.

Rustad plays down the possibility of setting up his own 
team, but well informed sources indicate that Rustad’s 
high public profile and industry connections in Norway, 

where he is a presenter on the TV programme Autofil, will 
allow him to bring in a manufacturer and run his own show. 
With experience of working with top quality race teams, Rustad 
certainly knows what is necessary to form an effective team.

What now for Rustad? 
“Crown Prince” looking for 2008 ride

www.76racing.co.uk
www.awsracewear.com
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Rallycross is finding its way 
on to the internet in various 
video outlets. The ubiquitous 
YouTube returns almost 200 
results for Rallycross. While 
the majority of these are for 
American rally cross, there is 
also a fair bit of the real thing.

Some of the best quality 
stuff has been posted by JMC 
Rallysport and includes various 
onboard segments and a less 
salubrious clip of a mechanic 

mooning while McCluskey is 
being interviewed for TV!

Belgian site Pitstop 
(pitstoptv.blogspot.com) has 
a selection of good quality 
clips by CCTV from the 2006 
ERC. The official 2006 ERC 
championship DVD will soon 
be available from ERC24 
(ERC24.com) which will have 
a teaser clip to advertise the 
double DVD, multimedia 
production.

Video on the web
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■ MARK WILLIAMS HAS NOW sold his Mitsubishi Lancer 
SuperModified car. The Lancer has returned to Belgium for 
national championship use and Williams is now planning as many 
BRC outings as possible. Matt Roach Racing is engaged in the 
rebuild of his Escort Supercar.

■ JEAN-LUC PAILLER has, reportedly sold his Peugeot 206 
to a Portuguese driver. Ollie O’Donovan and Koen Pauwels 
are believed to have made offers for the car. The Frenchman 
is hard at work on his new 207, which will rely heavily on 
proven 206-type components. Pailler must prioritise the French 
championship with the new car, but is free to race in the ERC 
when events do not clash.

■ DERMOT CARNEGIE RETAINED the Irish Rallycross 
Championship title without driving in the final event. Carnegie’s 
Focus was on its way to Barbados when the final round took 
place and the multiple champion fully expected to lose the title 
to George Tracey who had borrowed his old Peugeot 306 back 
from Ollie O’Donovan for the event. However, Tracey was 
sidelined by a broken gear lever which allowed John McCluskey 
to take the event win and left Carnegie as champion again.

■ LAURANT CHARTRAIN HAS BOUGHT a D1 Clio from 
Philippe Chanoine. Chartrain has the car used by Christophe 
Vaison in this year’s FRC event at Dreux and it will be rebuilt and 
run by Optimum Racing which ran his D2 Honda this year.

mailto:mattroachracing@hotmail.co.uk
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Bad weather disrupted the first Barbados 
International Rallycross at the island’s Vaucluse 
Raceway in November, but the event served 
its purpose by creating a swell of interest in 
Rallycross and allowing drivers and organisers a 
chance to test the track.

“They were very unlucky with the weather, 
I couldn’t believe that we’d gone to the 
Caribbean and then get rain like that,” said 
Pat Doran. “It was a good exercise though, it 
showed where there are problems with the 
track and what needs changing. They are going 
to slow it down a little and increase the length 
by adding a new section with a jump. The 

organiser is also planning to relay the surface 
over a new hardcore base so that there is some 
proper drainage. It was good fun and the track 
is great to drive, they are learning but everyone 
is keen and they want to make it into a big 
event. It’s got great potential.”

Doran also said that the event is likely to be 
run a little later in 2007.

Kevin Procter emerged as the winner of 
the inaugural event, Lawrence Gibson taking 
second place with his rebuilt Metro 6R4 and 
Dermot Carnegie taking third ahead of George 
Tracey. Liam Doran drove Pat’s Fiesta, but 
electrical problems slowed the car.

Barbados again 
Improvements set for Vaucluse

The Carnegie Focus and Tracey RS200, 
spares in top boxes and roof racks, depart for 
Barbados.

www.gprdirect.com
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Lydden start for BRC ■ BELGIAN KOEN PAUWELS has sold his Focus to Austrian 
driver Edy Schuster. Pauwels took Schuster’s Mitsubishi Lancer 
‘E6.5’ in the deal and now has that car for sale. Pauwels had 
been connected with Jean-Luc Pailler’s Peugeot 206, but would 
now appear forced to look elsewhere for a new car.

■ FABRICE MORIZE IS SELLING both of his ‘T3F’ Division 
Three Peugeot 206s as well as his 205 T16. If he can sell the cars 
he will build a Division One car for the 2008 season.

■ FOR THE FIRST TIME in many years, the 2007 Swedish 
Rallycross Championship will include an event at Ring Knutstorp. 
The undulating south Swedish race circuit was once a regular 

venue for SRC and ERC events and will make its return by 
hosting the opening event of the SRC on June 16.  

■ LIAM DORAN WILL MAKE the move to SuperModified for 
the 2007 BRC season. The former Junior racer has run a Stock 
Hatch Citroën Saxo over the last couple of years but is set to 
move up to SuperModified with a Fiesta ST which will be run 
alongside father Pat’s Fiesta Supercar.

■ A NUMBER OF RALLYCROSS drivers are taking part in this 
year’s Trophée Andros. Jean-Luc Pailler and “Knapick” share 
their new BMW 1 series while others present include Benjamin 
Riviere, Laurent Fouquet, Pierre Llorach and Giles Stievenart.

■ THE RALLYCROSS AWARDS will take place at Sutton 
Coldfield’s Moor Hall Hotel on Saturday January 27. Trophies for 
the Quaife MSA British, the Bill Gwynne Rallyschool International 
Junior, BRDA and BTRDA championships will presented at the 
event which, as usual, will be preceded by the BRDA AGM 
during Saturday afternoon.

Easter Monday is the big event of the year at 
Lydden and it will host the BRC opener again 
in 2007.

The final details of the 2007 BRC calendar were not settled as 
this issue of Rallycross World was completed, but the organising 
British Rallycross Drivers Association has confirmed that the 
opening round will take place at Lydden on Easter Monday, 
which falls on April 9.

The championship is expected to be broadly similar to the 
established and successful pattern but is unlikely to visit Trac Môn 
on Anglesey which is currently undergoing redevelopment. A 
Rallycross track is to be included in the rebuilt circuit, but with a 
definite date unavailable to it, the BRDA has decided to skip the 
venue in 2007 and hopes to return to the new track in 2008.

The BRDA hopes to be able to publish a full calendar of events 
before the end of the year.

www.kentcams.com
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