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Time to shape up
Last month we were impressed by the great 
first time effort the organisers of the Hungarian 
ERC round had made to deliver a first class 
event.

This month there’s a certain shock factor 
about the comparatively poor showing made 
by the Norwegian event in the ERC. Problems 
with the track were outside of the organiser’s 
control – although some questioned whether 
it may not have been better to cancel the race 
when it became clear that construction work 
at Momarken would not be finished in time for 
the event.

The organisational shortcomings, and 
the choice of date which meant that the 
ever-growing ERC paddock had to share 
the relatively small venue with the annual 
Momarkedet fair, are less easy to brush aside.

Everyone expect Norway to be among the 
best events; whatever the failings of the old 
Lyngås Motorbane, the one thing you could 
absolutely rely upon at Drammen was a 
supremely slick event.

With competition for event increasing, there 
will soon be no space for under achievers. 
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Briefi ng
Who wins as the ERC 
takes in new territories?
The regulations for the FIA European Rallycross Championship 
state that there will not be more than 12 qualifying events in any 
one year. With 11 rounds already on the calendar, and interest in 
joining the championship having been expressed by organisers in 
at least four countries, it seems certain that the 2007 ERC will be 
the last to run at less than full capacity.

Latvia’s bid to enter the ERC has faltered (see right), British 
plans are dented as the Superprix has been downgraded from 
International to National status and, while Finnish interest 
gathers momentum, Tatarstan has jumped into pole position. If, 
a year or two, there are 15 or more applicants for 12 races, the 
situation will potentially be healthier than for some time, at least 
insofar as those who shape the calendar will be able choose the 
best event and leave out those who fail to make the grade.

But it would also seem to be a time at which those same FIA 
offi cials take some time to consider for whom the championship 
is being run: Organisers? Competitors? Offi cials? None of 
the above? Does a race in Tatarstan serve the needs of more 
parties than a race in Finland. Come to that, can all of the races 
currently included justify their existence, and is there a need for 
near neighbours – Austria and Hungary, or Belgium and Holland 
–  to be in the championship in the same year? And might fewer 
ERC events not actually benefi t everyone more than a longer 
calendar with more races? Imagine the competition between 
organisers to deliver the best possible event if that pool of 15 
races were vying for, say, eight championship rounds.

With a population of less than four million, Tatarstan is a small 
republic within the Russian Federation, the population of which 
is some 145 million. While marketing potential in the immediate 
vicinity of the race may be small, if the event is considered 
as Russia’s entry to the ERC it commands easily the biggest 
potential audience in the championship.

As they will force existing events to improve or fall by the 
wayside, additional races will put pressure on competitors’ 
budgets, which means the selection process should also consider 
the marketability of potential ERC events.
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It is inevitable that the European 
Rallycross Championship will go east 
in the next couple of years. Whether 
the fi rst race within the former Soviet 
Union is in one of the Baltic states or 
further afi eld in the Republic of Tatarstan 
remains to be seen. 

The smart money is on the latter, 
where the Vysokaya Goro circuit 
is currently being changed from an 
autocross venue into an International 

standard Rallycross track. It’s not the 
ongoing construction programme that 
tips the balance towards Tatarstan, 
but the fact that the plan there has the 
backing of the Republic’s Prime Minister, 
Rustam Minnikhanov.

Latvian plans to join the ERC in 
2007 hit the skids when this summer’s 
candidate event was withdrawn. The 
prime reason for this, it is widely 
believed, is that the event failed to 

attract government support. This make’s 
Minnikhanov’s endorsement of plans to 
attract an ERC event to Tatarstan even 
more important. 

Assuming that the track and the 
organising Sport Club Timerkhan – 
which has successfully run FIA European 
Autocross Championship events – meet 
the prescribed standards, it seems safe 
to assume Tatarstan will win its place in 
the 2008 ERC calendar.

The rush for Russia
Latvia’s ERC bid may be on hold, but Tatarstan is go

Rustam Minnikhanov has given his blessing 
to Tatarstan’s bid to attract a round of the 
2008 ERC to Vysokaya Goro.



Third place in the Dutch round of the FIA European Rallycross 
Championship was as good as a win to Andreas Eriksson. The Swede has 
had a miserable time of things in his first full ERC campaign with the Ford 
Team RS Sweden Fiesta ST and the podium finish represented a major 
change in fortune. A very competitive run in the following Norwegian ERC 
round seemed to indicate that the progress is genuine.

“We are getting better now that’s certain and I was very pleased with the 
result in Holland, everbody in the team needed it,” Eriksson says.

Having turned to Rallycross when he was deemed ‘too old’ to continue 

climbing up the ranks of professional Rallycross drivers, Eriksson feels the 
new kid on the block in every aspect in Rallycross. “In rallying I was too old, 
but here I’m one of the young ones. That feels nice but I have a lot to learn 
compared to the ones who have been doing this for years,” he said earlier 
this year.

The first few events of the year were blighted by problems with the 
Fiesta’s unique Duratec engine but once its overheating habits had been 
brought under control things moved forward. Even when he was living with 
the engine problems, there were clear indications that Eriksson could hack it 

as a driver, even if inexperience in the cut and thrust of front line Rallycross 
did lead him to fall foul of some of his more robust rivals: a bruising 
encounter in Austria left battered and gave Eriksson cause to revise his 
opinion of Per Eklund…

Before taking the Fiesta into the ERC full time, Eriksson used the car in 
the 2005 Swedish Rallycross Championship, and his time here was enough 
to convince him of the importance of the start: “We focused on making the 
car very fast at the start,” he says. “No-one is faster 0-100kmh than me. 
When everything is perfect I can do it 1.7s and 1.8s is normal, I don’t think 

Ford’s man in Sweden hits his stride
Late season upturn in form for Andreas Eriksson and Ford Team RS Sweden



any of the rest can do better than 1.9s. When we’ve been testing and made 
the car faster in the bends it loses 0.1s on the start so we always have to 
come back a little. It’s a compromise.”

Built by his Ford Team RS Sweden outfi t, Eriksson’s car always appears 
very softly sprung and that has probably not harmed his very good 
performances in the Dutch and Norwegian ERC rounds, both of which had 
rain. But Eriksson tuned the settings of his car further in the Dutch event: 
“We went full soft in Holland when it rained. We have a lot of adjustment 
in the suspension, we can make it stiffer but we lose at the start, like I said 

it’s a compromise, everything in Rallycross is a compromise; what’s good 
on tarmac isn’t good for the gravel, you have to make the car do everything 
and that’s not easy.”

With the car coming on strong towards the end of the 2006 season and 
the fi lip of that Dutch podium fi nish, Eriksson is beginning to form his plans 
for the 2007 season.

“We will probably sell this car and build a new one for next year. There 
are lots of small things we can change and I think it will be better to start 
with a new shell instead of changing this car. This one is fast now but 

everyone else will try to improve before next year so we must as well,” he 
says.

Ford Team RS Sweden is a strong player off the track, Eriksson’s 
professional background in rallying meant that this is one area in which he 
was able to hit the ground running in Rallycross. The additional feature of 
Jimmy Farsbo’s Division One-A Fiesta ST within the squad makes this a fully 
rounded team. The younger Swede has had an even worse time of things 
with his two-wheel drive Fiesta, persistent engine problems preventing him 
from showing either his or the car’s true form.

Eriksson (above left) has made progress 
in 2006 but team mate Farsbo (right) has 
had a harder time of things.
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I guess that most Rallycross enthusiasts already know that 
Austrian Alexander Wurz is the (second) son of triple European 
Rallycross Champion Franz Wurz. But I am not so sure that quite 
as many fans – outside Britain perhaps – are aware of the fact, 
that Briton Jenson Button is the offspring of another former 
Rallycross driver. 

John Button was quite famous in the United Kingdom during 
the 1970s, more for his outings with his so-called “Colorado 
Beetle” than for his time with the Autoconti-Bose VW Golf. 

However, I really wonder how many of you Rallycross lovers 
have any idea that Dutchman Christijan Albers is the son of 
big André Albers, the fl amboyant Porsche campaigner who 
was a regular competitor in the Dutch, Belgian and European 
Rallycross Championships in the late 1970s and early ’80s.

When Jenson Button became a Formula One pilot in the year 
2000 some British motor sport magazines told their readers, 
that his father John in his Rallycross days was a strong opponent 
of Alexander Wurz’ daddy Franz. Which is quite an exaggeration!

While “Wurzel-Sepp” was fully committed to the European 
series and raced everywhere between Finland and Italy, that 
man Button remained on his island and they two met on only a 
handful of occasions at Lydden Circuit, during the British rounds 
of the ERC. 

In 1974 Wurz drove a VW Beetle 1302 S with a 2.4-litre 
engine from VW’s 411 model and with it won the ‘Embassy 
European Rallycross Championship’, thye forerunner of the 
ERC. Two years later, in 1976 he claimed the fi rst ever offi cial 
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Like father – like son

Edditorial

Formula One houses no 
less than three drivers with 
Rallycross roots, reveals 
Godfather of Rallycross 
journalists Eddi Laumanns

Franz Wurz is the best known Rallycross 
father of an F1 racer and landed his third 
Euro crown with the 1982 Quattro.



FIA European Rallycross Cup with a Lancia Stratos HF 2.4, 
backed by the Austrian importer as well as the factory in Italy.

After a disappointing 1978 ERC season, using a somewhat 
clumsy Fiat 131 Mirafi ori Abarth, Wurz gave up Rallycross for a 
while, but had a glorious comeback in 1982 when he drove an 
Audi quattro backed by by both the Austrian importer and Audi 

itself to his third European title.
John Button’s main Rallycross success was to become Runner-

up of the 1976 RAC British Rallycross Championship. He used 
to drive a VW Beetle, eventually with 2.1-litre engine that was, 
due to its striking paintwork, dubbed the “Colorado Beetle”. By 
the end of the 1970s Button had moved onto a more modern 

VW and raced a Bose HiFi and Central Tyre sponsored Golf 
with 1.9-litre engine. Run by his own VW-Audi dealership 
and tuning garage, Autoconti of Trowbridge in Wiltshire, the 
results achieved in the front-drive car by Button and his team 
mates, Dick Griffi ths and Nick Pierce, were rather erratic and 
insignifi cant.
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Island life – John Button was successful in 
Britain with his Beetles but hardly known 
in Europe.



Heavyweight pilot André Albers was an enigmatic part 
of the Dutch Rallycross scene in those years. With events 
receiving good coverage from regular broadcasts by AVRO TV 
programmes, there was no shortage of a lot of cash around the 
Eurocircuit at Valkenswaard.

The estimated 130-140 kg giant fi rst became known with 
his self-prepared (ALPO = Albers Porsche) black and yellow 

Lois Jeans sponsored Porsche 911 Carrera, a car that looked 
very good with its 935 nose as well as the great rear spoiler. 
However, it was not just his fi gure, his cheeky tongue, or his 
amazing car that impressed – “Big André” produced results that 
match the show and the talk. 

In 1979 Albers claimed the International Dutch Rallycross 
Championship for GT drivers, became runner-up in the  

International Belgian series and scored a fi ne victory in the GT 
Division of the Dutch ERC round, which helped him up to fi fth 
place overall in the fi nal 1979 European GT standings. In 1980 
Albers participated in a couple of European rounds, ending 
the year classifi ed sixth in the GT category. 1981 saw only a 
few outings by Albers and after that season Rallycross had lost 
another one of its very colourful characters.
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André Albers was among the most 
flamboyant of the Porsche drivers that 
ruled the GT category.
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Cup OK for Nøttveit

Technical regulations for the new rear-wheel drive ‘Rallycross 
Cup’ are on course to be published following the October 
meeting of the FIA World Motor Sports Council. The final text of 
the regulations will be put forward to the WMSC folllowing this 
month’s meeting of the Off Roads Commission President.

“We have been working on the rules to make it clear what it 
is meant and they will be ready for the September and October 
meetings. I do not expect any problems now,” said Lasure who 
added that he was pleased with the level of interest in the class: 
“Division Two is dying and it seems that drivers want this new 
class, there’s a lot of interest and that’s very good,” he said.

Norwegian Supernational driver Ole Kristian Nøttveit is the 
first to announce firm plans to race in the category in 2007.

Currently driving a Mazda RX7 in the Norwegian 
championship, Nøttveit made his ERC debut in the recent 
Norwegian round at Momarken driving one of Tom Hvaal’s 
Citroën Xsara’s alongside Morten Bermingrud.

Keen to progress to the ERC, Nøttveit sees the new category 
as the ideal stepping stone: “I will only do the ERC if I can do 
it properly, the new class looks good to me. I have ordered a 
chassis – a Peugeot 207 – already and, as long as the rules are 
okay, will build it during the winter,” he said.

Nøttveit made it to the C final in his 
ERC debut which was made in difficult 
conditions and with little practice.

www.76racing.co.uk
www.awsracewear.com
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Former World Rally Championship driver 
Thomas Rådström is planning to contest a full 
ERC season in 2007 with his 
heavily re-engineered Hyundai 
Accent.

Rådström came within an 
ace of winning the Norwegian 
ERC round at Momarken with 
the car, steering failure causing 
him to crash out of the lead at 
the start of the last lap. it was the first event 
in which the car had ran in it’s new spec: “We 
are about six months late, this is the first time 
where we have evrything in the car I want and 

no extra bits around the MSR transmission,” 
said Rådström who has worked with Martin 

Schanche Racing on the car.
“This is the big test for me 

and my team,” Rådström said 
at the start of the Norwegian 
event. “If things ago well here 
then I will do the full ERC in 
2007, it’s what I want, but the 
car has to be good enough.”

Rådström qualified second for the A final and 
led until the steering problem put him out. Like 
Jean-Luc Pailler who won the wet Dutch event, 
Rådström was using Kumho radial tyres.

More for Rådström
Swede set for full ’07 ERC season

Rådström flew into the ERC with his 
reworked Hyundai Accent. The Swede is now 
planning a full ERC season in 2007.

www.gprdirect.com
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Norway to move? ■ WHILE ONE OF BRITAIN’S  two Rallycrossing Mark Watsons 
is planning to race in Europe, the other is packing bags to 
retire to Spain. “I’ve had enough of this country, I’m retiring 
and moving to Spain so my car’s for sale,” said Hastings-based 
SuperModified racer Mark Watson at Lydden in August.

■ FORMER JUNIOR RALLYCROSSER Lewis Hopkins won 
the first race event in the Caterham Academy series at Castle 
Combe on August 28. The win has put Hopkins to the top of the 
championship in the in the multi-discipline series.

■ TOMMY GRAHAM HAS SOLD his rally car and is actively 
looking for a Supercar with which to return to Rallycross.

■ WE ARE SAD TO RECORD the recent death of former 
SuperModified racer Richard Speak. Just 29-years-old, Speak 
died at the end of August as the result of complications arising 
from a leg operation. Our thoughts are with his family and 
friends, specially his father John and cousin Paul Hebden, the 
latter having introduced him to motor sport.

■ AFTER ADDING AN RS200 to the Metro 6R4 he already 
owns, George Tracey is now on the lookout to complete his 
Group B collection with the addition of a Peugeot 205 T16 
and Lancia Delta S4. Tracey raced his ex-Pat Doran RS200 at 
Lydden’s August Bank Holiday BRC round, but does not plan to 
use the car regularly.

The organiser of the Norwegian 
round of the ERC may be forced 
to accept a new date for its 
2007 event in the wake of this 
year’s troubled race.

The organising NAF Øvre 
Østfold had held out for a 
repeat of this year’s first 
weekend in September date 
in the 2007 calendar, but is 
now under pressure to move 
earlier in the year where it will 
form a double-header with the 
Swedish at Höljes.

The September date allows 
the Norwegian event to run 
alongside the Momarkedet 
fair,  but because the 
fairground is established 
on the ground previously 
used for the paddock, also 
forced the relocation of the 

paddock which at this year’s 
event was split into four 
small areas. Redevelopment 
work at the Momarken track 
caused problems outside 
the organiser’s control, but 
other concerns led the event 
stewards to oversee the 
organisation of the grids during 
the first heat.

“We left Lyngås because of 
problems just like this,” said 
FIA Off Roads President Andy 
Lasure. “The organiser says 
it must have this date, but it 
makes a lot of problems. They 
will have to accept that things 
must change.”

The final calendar will 
published after October’s 
meeting of the FIA World 
Motor Sports Council.

■ THE WORD WITHIN NORWAY is that Momarken does not 
have a long future at the venue for the country’s ERC round and 
that the event will be switched to the Gardermoen Motorpark 
within the next two or three years. Gardermoen, 50km north 
east of Oslo, is a multi-discipline venue and recently hosted the 
final round of the Norwegian Rallycross Championship.

Momarken looked like a building site.

www.kentcams.com
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Sparco 3 layer race suits £235.00
Stilo WRC 03 helmet £329.54
Sparco Pro Jet from £161.00
Roll cages (FIA approved) with
door bars in stock from £287.48
Sparco FIA seats from £98.95
Sabelt FIA 4 point harness £98.31
Perspex window kits (4mm)
from £110.00
Extinguishers from £42.37
FIA Battery master switches 
from £19.35
Engine pre-heater systems 
from £284.80
Varley batteries from £69.78
Rallypro pro wetsuit £169.95
Quick disconnect fittings by 
Jiffy-tite from £10.14
Brake lights from £2.90

Clutches, brakes, bearings, 
suspension, fuel tanks, gauges, 
air filters, tools, steering wheels, 
alloy wheels, alignment,
scales….whatever you need 
just call.
DELIVERY
UK up to 25kgs next day £8.25
Sweden* up to 30kgs £18.28
Norway* up to 30kgs £29.35
*Door to door service

CODE YZ241B

Everything 
about the 
ERC, 24 
hours a 
day
www.ERC24.com

Watson’s ’08 ERC
“Mad Mark” reveals long term plan

British Supercar racer “Mad Mark” Watson 
used the occasion of his entry to next month’s 
Rallycross Superprix to announce his long term 
plan to contest the 2008 European Rallycross 
Championship.

Watson, who has had a troubled run in this 
year’s Quaife MSA BRC with his ex-Terroitin 
Citroën Xsara, hopes that recent work on the 
car will improve his form in the Croft event. 
“Hopefully I’ll better luck at Croft. Obviously 
the competition is made better by Kenneth 
Hansen racing in his Citroen C4. This will allow 

us to gauge how the Xsara performs against 
him, knowing that our team intends to compete 
in the full European Rallycross Championship 
during 2008,” Watson said.

Hansen and 2005 Superprix winner 
Christopher Evans lead the entry for the event, 
the former giving his new Citroën C4 its first 
British outing.

The two-wheel drive element of the event 
again includes a number of Swedish and 
Norwegian Supernational racers, including 2005 
event winner Urban Bergström.

www.demon-tweeks.co.uk
www.demon-tweeks.co.uk
http://www.demon-tweeks.co.uk/products/ProductList.asp?cls=MSPORT&grp=MP017&pgrp=M003&tlgrp=M003
www.erc24.com
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F1 Megatron – Subaru – Mitsubishi Engines
COSWORTH ENGINES
Built to all specifications
from Road to Rallycross

producing up to 
740bhp and 540lb/ft torque

We offer a Complete Service for Competition & Performance Cars
Transmission – Turbocharger Building & Modifications • Supply & 

Installation of Pectel & Gems Management Systems
RS200 & Ford  Motorsport Parts Supplied • Welding & Fabrication 

of Components & all Types of Tig Welding
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Full Machine Shop Facilities
Latest fully instrumented SuperFlow 902 Engine Dynamometer

Tel. 0044 1435 865999 • Fax 0044 1435 865947

www.racetuners.com • e-mail Frances@racetuners.com
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2007 plans laid
Young drivers aim to move on next year
As the 2006 Rallycross season enters its final 
weeks a number of the sport’s up and coming 
young drivers are beginning to lay their plans 
for the 2007 season.

In the ERC Division Two seems 
certain to lose drivers to Division One-
A. Missing since he rolled his Honda 
Civic Type R heavily in the Hungarian 
ERC event in July, Magnus Eriksson 
has now sold what remained of the 
car. Even before the crash curtailed 
his season, the Swede was targeting a Division 
One-A car for 2007. 

Another Swede aiming at Division One-A 
is Mattias Thörjesson, while Swedish Junior 
championship graduate Larsson is set to join the 
class at the wheel of a new Peugeot 207.

While a number of drivers are planning to 
move into Division One-A, some of those 
already in the class are pursuing Division One 

ambitions.
Finn Jussi Pinomäki, as well as being 

a driving force behind moves to re-
establish a Finnish event in the ERC, 
continues to harbour D1 ambitions.

Danish star Morten Jespersen also 
has his eye on the top class: “I’d like 
to try Division One, but I will only 

do it with a car that is good enough to win, 
otherwise it’s best to stay in Division One-A,” 
he said.

Meanwhile Britain’s young star, Andrew 
Jordan (above), continues to nurture ERC 
ambitions and is looking at all options for ’07.

Mattias Thörjesson (leading) and Magnus 
Eriksson (left) want D1-A cars in 2007. 
Morten Jespersen (inset) is looking to D1.

www.racetuners.com
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