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Live your life
If there’s something you want to do in your life, 
this month we heartily recommend you get out 
there and do everything in your power to fulfil 
that goal. Life is short, this is not a rehearsal.

What brings this home to everyone 
involved in Rallycross in Britain and Ireland 
is the untimely passing of Nikki Stevens late 
last month. Nikki was just 41-years-old, so 
would probably have considered that she was 
something like halfway through life’s journey.

We’d known her for something like 20 years 
and, although it wasn’t always a bed of roses, 
we’re fairly sure that Nikki packed a lot into 

her life – she was a high-flier in her working 
life and achieved a huge amount in her motor 
sport activities; one of very few female licensed 
Clerks of the Course in Britain, she had hit the 
glass ceiling in this particular avenue.

A laugh was never far away and, though never 
less than entirely professional, if you needed 
reminding that this stuff should be fun, Nikki 
was your girl.

The bottle of Chardonnay in the paddock 
office at Blyton last Sunday afternoon made a 
poignant sight.
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3
New motor club takes Rallycross cars and 

drivers to launch party

10 Christopher Evans

11 Karl-Gunnar Lindkvist

12 Kyle Orr

13 Pat Doran/Andrew Jordan

8 
French championship’s Division Three cars 

match Division One for speed

14
The Rallycross World 

poster – Kenneth Hansen 

at full flight in his C4

9 
Morte Bermingrud to 

race a Citroën C4 in 

2007

5 
Division One-A 

Small ones are more juicy

4
Nikki StevensRallycrossworld • monde • welt • värld

subscriptions • abonnement 
 subskription • abonnera

Click 
here

subskription • abonnera 
subscriptions • abonnement

www.myriorama.com
www.myriorama.com
mailto:rallycrossworld@myriorama.com
www.myriorama.com
mailto:rallycrossworld@myriorama.com
www.myriorama.com
www.myriorama.com/rwsubscribe.html
www.myriorama.com/rwsubscribe.html
www.myriorama.com/rwsubscribe.html
www.myriorama.com/rwsubscribe.html
www.myriorama.com/rwsubscribe.html
www.myriorama.com/rwsubscribe.html


Briefing
Enough already
Next month’s FIA North European Zone Rallycross 
Championship event in Latvia is also a candidate event for the 
2007 FIA European Rallycross Championship.

Latvia is probably the strongest of the events in the NEZ 
calendar – the first two rounds of which have been cancelled 
– and the event at the Musa Sports Complex near Bauska should 
have little difficulty in mustering a respectable entry, even though 
it falls one week before the Belgian ERC round. What is less 
certain is whether the ERC can sustain a 12th event.

The current championship regulations do not permit the ERC 
to comprise more than 12 rounds, but before the championship 
is brought up to its maximum permitted length, it would seem 
appropriate to properly assess the impact that this year’s 
addition of an 11th event will have.

The upcoming Hungarian event at Nyirad on July 22/23 has 
effectively negated the ERC’s traditional summer break, a period 
in which teams were able to spend a few weeks regrouping and 
getting their breath back after the dash through the first half of 
the season, as well as gathering resources with which to tackle 
the second half of the campaign. It is already a select few who 
can muster the time and finance to complete a full championship 
season. Stretching the season to 11 races will doubtless push a 
few more to the edge, adding a 12th may tip some over it.

On the other hand, the inclusion of a Latvian race may well 
encourage more drivers from the greater Russia to drive in the 
ERC. The evidence for this being the case is slim, however. The 
Portuguese event has been a fixture for many years and still 
there is no full time Portuguese participant in the championship. 
And Hungarians are few and far between in the 2006 ERC.

It’s good that those charged with planning the championship 
calendar are open to new events, but if they also want a 
consistently strong championship they should start to consider 
the financial implication for the teams taking part. In an era 
when manufacturer teams with multi-million-pound budgets and 
hundreds of full-time staff say it is not feasible to contest more 
than 16 WRC events in a year, the prospect of a group of largely 
semi-professional teams being expected to tackle 12 ERC rounds 
in a 20-week season doesn’t appear to make sense.
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Leading Rallycross drivers will be present 
at the launch of the London Irish Motor 
Club on July 15.

The new organisation has been 
created following an idea first suggested 
by London-based Irishman and recent 
Rallycross convert Ollie O’Donovan. 
The club has a rally focus but with an 
increasing number of Irish driver involved 
in, or expressing an interest in getting 
involved in Rallycross, it too will feature 
strongly.

The London Irish MC will be an event 
organising club and already has plans to 

work towards running its first special 
stage event – in conjunction with an 
established club – in Wales next year.

The official launch of the club will 
take place at The Bell House Hotel in 
Beaconsfield and includes a static display 
of more than 30 rally and Rallycross cars, 
the latter to include Pat Doran’s 2005 
British championship winning Fiesta ST, 
O’Donovan’s ex-Tracey/McCluskey/
Holfeld/Gollop Peugeot 306 Supercar and 
an ex-Martin Schanche RS200 now owned 
by Glynn O’Dell. The rally cars scheduled 
to appear range from a Hillman Imp to 

current WRC machinery and the there 
will also be autocross, Autograss and 
motorcycles among the show.

There will be a series of forums 
during the event which starts at 5pm, 
these planned to be split into Mature 
Rally Drivers, Young Rally Drivers and 
Rallycross Drivers. Among the latter 
group will be Martin Schanche, Dermot 
Carnegie, John McCluskey, Christopher 
Evans and Mark Rennison.

The event also includes a buffet 
and live band, for more details see 
londonirishmotorclub.com

Cars at club launch
New London Irish Motor Club embraces Rallycross

www.londonirishmotorclub.com
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MSA British Rallycross Championship 
coordinator and British Rallycross 
Drivers Association cimmittee member 
Nikki Stevens died on June 22. She was 
41-years-old and had been admitted to 
hospital two days earlier with what was 
diagnosed as a liver infection and septic 
shock.

Although it was only in the last few 
years that Stevens had joined the 
BRDA’s committee and taken on senior 
roles within the club and as the BRC 
coordinator, her involvement with 
Rallycross goes back at least 20 years 
and she had experienced many different 

aspects of the sport.
One of very few women to hold 

a Clerk of the Course licence (a 
qualification she’d achieved for both 
racing and Rallycross), Stevens was also 
a leading organiser, as well a company 
director, within the SEMSEC organisation 
running events at Lydden and Brands 
Hatch.

Never less than professional in 
anything she did, Stevens also had a 
great sense of humour and never lost 
sight of the fact that motor sport was 
fun. Within Rallycross she had instigated 
the Chardonnay Club and marked the 

end of Rallycross events by uncorking a 
bottle or two, shared between members 
of her organising team. She ran the 
paddock office with great efficiency 
but was always ready for a laugh, once 
responding to Belgian racer Marcel 
Beerden’s offer of marriage by asking 
him: “How much money have you got?”

Stevens shared her lifelong passion for 
motor sport with her brother, Andy, with 
whom she had just made the annual trip 
to LeMans when she was taken ill. Our 
thoughts are with Nikki’s mother and 
brother, her family and countless friends 
in motor sport.

Nikki Stevens

Nikki Stevens presenting Dermot  
Carnegie with an award in January 2005

www.76racing.co.uk
www.awsracewear.com


The A final in France was one of the finest 
motor races you could wish to see, the top 
five nose-to-tail all the way

In its fourth season Division One-A appears to have found its 
place within the FIA European Rallycross Championship. Swelled  
by a handful of new arrivals this year the category has, during the 
fi rst few rounds of the 2006 ERC, offered some of the very best 
racing. The action is served up by a good mix of cars and drivers 
from the widest gamut of countries and the class now appears 
attractive to an increasingly wide range of competitors.

Top class 
sub-class



This Division One-A pack, led by Cermak, 
typifies the diversity of the class. Below 
Beck’s MG and Jespersen’s Peugeot 106

When the 1600cc, front-wheel drive Division 
One-A was introduced, for the 2003 season, the 
category was designed along similar lines to the 
WRC’s Super1600 class. The major difference 
between the two is that Division One-A is not 
allowed sequential gearboxes – or at least it 
will not be until next year when a change in 
regulations will permit the little ones to become 
proper 21st-century racecars.

Czech racer Jaroslav Kalny was the category’s 
fi rst champion and remains a competitive force 
in the class today. Following Kalny’s initial 
success the 2004 and 2005 championships were 
dominated by Dutchman Ron Snoeck. Quitting 
at the top, Snoeck sold his car to young Austrian 
star Christian Petrakovits last winter and is 
currently nearing the completion of a Division 
One VW Golf.

This year the championship is more open than 
ever before, Michael De Keersmaecker, Kalny 
and Krzysztof Groblewski having won during 
the fi rst fi ve events of the year while Zdenek 
Cermak, Jussi Pinomäki and Vaclav Veverka are 
knocking on the door of success and all have 
second place fi nishes to their credit.

The choice of car used is varied too: Peugeot is 
numerically the most popular with drivers using 
106s and 206 competitively, and Ronny Larsson’s 
new 307 beginning to show improved form. 
Add to this Opel Corsa, VW Polo, Skoda Fabia, 
Renault Clio, Seat Ibiza, Ford Fiesta, Citroën 
Saxo and Magnus Hansen’s new C2 and Manfred 
Beck’s impressive new MG ZR and it seems 
unlikely that the class will be dominated by any 
one make or model of car.

Beck’s new MG is not only one of the more 
impressive cars in the class, but may also point 
the way to a relatively cost effective route by 
which to achieve a competitive car. There is, of 
course, no such thing as a cheap racing car, but 
Beck’s ZR was remarkably close to the leading 
pace in its debut event at Greibach in Austria and 
is a relatively simple piece of kit. 



Petrakovits with the ex-Snoeck Seat Ibiza. 
Below: Gustafsson’s Peugeot 206 and 
Martin’s smart new VW Polo

Beck has built the car himself and it is 
powered by a used S1600 rally-spec motor 
he bought from Janspeed. A Quaife gearbox 
completes the mechanical package in the car 
which was running with its original steel panels 
and was a little overweight in Austria. The MG 
is a good example of a sensibly built racecar that 
combines the necessary components with a no-
frills fi nish to deliver a neat and tidy package.

In Britain a Division One-A car could 
represent the ideal route for Stock Hatch or 
Junior driver to move up the ranks. The cars fi t 
within the SuperModifi ed category and while 
they will not be a winning proposition there, 
they should not be totally outclassed. Such a car 
would also offer a driver taking this route the 
option of competing in Europe. The option to 
use a sequential gearbox in the class need not 
make it any more expensive than it already is; 
drivers in the class have found their ‘H’ pattern 
boxes to be the weakest component in their car 
and suitable sequential gearboxes are now fairly 
widely available in the used market.

Division One-A has had its settling period, the 
FIA’s acceptance that the category should have 
sequential gearboxes comes late, but should 
be seen as a welcome move. The category is 
not yet a part of the National championships in 
France or Sweden and in other countries, as in 
Britain, it runs within an existing category, so 
acceptance is far from universal. However, the 
dwindling number of Division Two cars makes 
the general spread of Division One-A inevitable 
and the category is also getting attention from 
some who’ve been higher up the ladder.

Out of a Division One drive this year, 
Norwegian Guttorm Lindefjell is anxious to get 
back into the ERC and is looking for a Division 
One car for his return: “I’d like to be in Division 
One, but only if I can win. Division One-A 
is cheaper but still has very good racing and 
interesting cars, that’s what I will do as soon as I 
can fi nd a good car,” he said.
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Following his recent drive in 
Division Three at the Faleyras 
round of the French Rallycross 
Championship, Jean-Luc Pailler 
is full of enthusiasm for the 
hybrid cars that populate the 
class.

Pailler enjoyed a close 
battle with Gaetan Sérazin, 
the leading driver in the 
class, throughout the event, 
narrowly losing out to the 
Peugeot 307 driver in the final.

“The cars have less power 
but also less weight than 
Division One, they are fun to 
drive – more like Division One 
cars used to be before we had 
restrictors,” said Pailler.

The ‘T3F’ cars used in 
Division Three use similar 
technical regulations to French 
ice racing cars. Turbochargers 
may not be bigger than 
45mm and must be fitted 
with a 36mm restrictor. The 

minimum weight, however, is 
950kg – compared to 1200kg 
for Division One (up to two-
litre D3 cars may weigh just 
830kg).

Depending on the circuit, 
the fastest in Division Three 
are able to match Division One 
times. The two were most 
closely matched at Faleyras 
where the D3 cars were able 
to pip the best D1 times by a 
few tenths of a second.

Fastest in France?
Division Three cars giving D1 a close run

Gaeten Sérazin’s innocent looking Peugeot 
307 has been the Division Three pacesetter 
in the 2006 FRC

www.gprdirect.com


C4 for Bermingrud in ’07

Morten Bermingrud will drive a Citroën C4 in the 2007 
FIA European Rallycross Championship.

The Norwegian has a car on order from KHM, but it 
is not yet certain whether he will buy the car driven by 
Kenneth Hansen in this year’s ERC or if KHM will supply a 
new car. Bermingrud currently has two ex-KHM Citroën 
Xsaras at his disposal and recently ran the second car for 
Stig-Olov Walfridsson in the Swedish round of the ERC at 
the Höljesbanan.

“We will have a C4 next year, it’s important to keep 
up to date,” said Bermingrud who continues to drive the 
older of the two Xsaras available to him. “We’ve made a 
lot of changes to my car and I feel very comfortable with 
it, I don’t think there’s much difference between the cars 
we have.”

Walfridsson chose the Swedish ERC event to make 
his motor sport comeback following a serious crash in a 
rally at the start of the season. He drove the car used by 

Hansen to win the ERC in 2005 and fi nished the event in 
11th place. More events could follow for Walfridsson.

“I’d like to have him [Walfridsson] in the team with us 
more often and we have planned to talk about it after 
Höljes,” said Bermingrud.

“I have no plans except to drive in Höljes. I will see how 
I feel after that and then think about whether I will do 
more Rallycross or go back to rallies, it’s open for me,” 
said Walfridsson.
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With three wins and a second place to his credit from the first 
four events, Christopher Evans’ bid to take the 2006 Quaife MSA 
British Rallycross Championship looks increasingly strong.

In his first full BRC season with a Supercar, the Wicklow-based 
driver has excelled; bringing his Opel Astra home in second place 
at Lydden despite severe engine problems and then racing to 
victories at Pembrey and Anglesey, the latter in appalling weather 
conditions.

Perhaps the most impressive performance to date was at 
Blyton where Evans matched speed with safety after being 
forced out of the first heat with a broken driveshaft. In the 
Superfinal he passed Dermot Carnegie for win number three.

Evans stakes his claim

■ NEWS OF MARK  Williams’ sponsorship with Gary Numan 
brought an unexpected response from one reader. A former 
racer, whose blushes we’ll spare, offered more information 
than expected: “I lost my virginity to Gary Numan’s Are ‘friends’ 
electric? in the back of a MkII Escort estate, to add interest it was 
a 1300L and an orange colour, I think it was 1979/’80.”

■ FORD FIESTA DRIVER Andreas Eriksson had a bruising run-in 
with compatriot Per Eklund during the Austrian ERC round: 

“Idiot, he couldn’t pass me so he did this,” said Eriksson as he 
surveyed his battered car afterwards.

■ THINGS WERE TOUCHY between Jean-Luc Pailler and Tommy 
Rustad too. J-LP complained Rustad was always at fault, to which 
Rustad replied: “Oh yeah? Ask him about the B final last week!”

■ CORRECTION Last month we questioned whether 
Christopher Evans had entered the Lydden RSS event in which 
he did not appear. Although Evans assured us that he had not 
entered, an entry form had been received by the RSS, something 
Evans explained thus: “I’ve made an error, but genuinely didn’t 
think I had entered the event.”

www.kentcams.com
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Sparco 3 layer race suits £235.00
Stilo WRC 03 helmet £329.54
Sparco Pro Jet from £161.00
Roll cages (FIA approved) with
door bars in stock from £287.48
Sparco FIA seats from £98.95
Sabelt FIA 4 point harness £98.31
Perspex window kits (4mm)
from £110.00
Extinguishers from £42.37
FIA Battery master switches 
from £19.35
Engine pre-heater systems 
from £284.80
Varley batteries from £69.78
Rallypro pro wetsuit £169.95
Quick disconnect fittings by 
Jiffy-tite from £10.14
Brake lights from £2.90

Clutches, brakes, bearings, 
suspension, fuel tanks, gauges, 
air filters, tools, steering wheels, 
alloy wheels, alignment,
scales….whatever you need 
just call.
DELIVERY
UK up to 25kgs next day £8.25
Sweden* up to 30kgs £18.28
Norway* up to 30kgs £29.35
*Door to door service

CODE YZ241B

Everything 
about the 
ERC, 24 
hours a 
day
www.ERC24.com

Lindkvist 
awaits  
new S40

Swedish ERC rookie Karl-Gunnar Lindkvist 
is eagerly awaiting the completion of his new 
Volvo S40-based Division One car.

Lindkvist is currently racing an old type S40 
– the same body style as widely used in the 
Supernational category – but acknowledges 
that the car is not competitive with the front 
running ERC machines. The new car, which 
is unlikely to be completed before the end of 
the 2006 ERC season, is based on the current 
production bodyshell and will use Volvo’s five-
cylinder engine.

“The new car must be better than the one 
I am driving now and I’m sure the engine will 
be better. It has an alloy cylinder block and the 
cylinder head is a much better design than with 
the old type of engine we have now. The better 
head will give us more power,” said Lindkvist. 
“The car should be ready at the end of the year 
and I will test during the winter on a frozen 
lake. It’s quite hard for the engine so we should 
know if everything is strong enough.”

Lindkvist’s best finish so far in 2006 came ion 
the Czech event where he was seventh.

www.demon-tweeks.co.uk
www.demon-tweeks.co.uk
http://www.demon-tweeks.co.uk/products/ProductList.asp?cls=MSPORT&grp=MP017&pgrp=M003&tlgrp=M003
www.erc24.com


Competition Cars, Engines & 
Transmissions

Vast Experience in
Ford RS200 – Cosworth YB – Metro 6R4 – Jaguar ‘E Type’

F1 Megatron – Subaru – Mitsubishi Engines
COSWORTH ENGINES
Built to all specifications
from Road to Rallycross

producing up to 
740bhp and 540lb/ft torque

We offer a Complete Service for Competition & Performance Cars
Transmission – Turbocharger Building & Modifications • Supply & 

Installation of Pectel & Gems Management Systems
RS200 & Ford  Motorsport Parts Supplied • Welding & Fabrication 

of Components & all Types of Tig Welding
Bodyshell & Car Preparations for all Types of Racing 

Full Machine Shop Facilities
Latest fully instrumented SuperFlow 902 Engine Dynamometer

Tel. 0044 1435 865999 • Fax 0044 1435 865947

www.racetuners.com • e-mail Frances@racetuners.com
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Stages for Orr?
Junior points leader targets rallying future
Unbeaten in the first four rounds of the Bill 
Gwynne Rallyschool International Junior 
Rallycross championship, Kyle Orr is working 
on plans for 2007 and beyond.

The Ulster-based racer turns 17 next month 
and sees his long term future in rallying. 
Immediately, however, it is not clear where Orr 
will drive next year: “We’re trying to weigh up 
all the options,” says Kyle’s father, Roy. “We 
could stay in Rallycross for another year or two 
and race in SuperModified or Supercar but we 
can only do that with the right car, and finding 
a good car is not very easy. We could get a rally 
car tomorrow, that’s easy. The biggest question 
is where to put Kyle; the Ford Fiesta ST series 
looks good and several young drivers are doing 
it, but I’ve not decided on anything yet.”

Orr’s speed has never been in doubt from 
the very first time he drove a Rallycross car, but 
his 2006 season is, so far, his most impressive 
to date.

“We’re learning all the time and this year 
there’s more time being spent preparing Kyle’s 
car. Last year he lost out a couple of times 
because of problems with the car – that’s the 
difference this year, the car is better prepared 
and more reliable,” says Orr senior.

Orr also competes in an Ulster-based 
rallysprint series, in which he was the champion 
last year, as well as using a Nissan Sunny in the 
Rally class of the Irish Rallycross Championship.

“We got the Nissan to see how he goes in a 
two-litre car and it’s not been a problem for 
him at all,” said Roy Orr.
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Blyton bites
Jordan and Doran non-score after early exits

Defending British Rallycross champion Pat Doran and 
fellow Supercar front runner Andrew Jordan failed 
to score points in the Quaife MSA British Rallycross 
Championship at Blyton after both went out in the 
opening race of the day.

In a dramatic start to the fourth round of the Quaife 
BRC, Doran’s Fiesta ST caught fi re on the grid while 
Jordan made it only to the fi rst corner where he slid into 
the unforgiving course markers and ripped two wheels off 
the G-Tech Focus.

At fi rst suspecting nothing more serious than a turbo 
failure, Doran was shocked that the engine in his car had 
failed: “The engine was still running, the only reason I 
turned it off was because of the fl ames. The fi rst I knew 
that it may be more serious was when the car was moved 
off the grid and there was a puddle of oil with pieces of 
metal in it,” said Doran. “It looks like it’s thrown a rod. 
The engine is supposed to be unbreakable, but I proven 
that one wrong! I think that’s my hope of keeping the 
championship gone. We’d had gearbox and turbo boost 

problems at the last two events but we’d got all that 
sorted out and the car felt good in practice today.”

Starting in the same race as Doran, Jordan crashed in 
the fi rst corner: “I was on the outside and tried a wide 
line but I hadn’t noticed that there was some water on 
the tarmac right where I turned-in. I don’t want to sound 
cocky, but I really think I could have won here. I was 
fastest by more than a second in practice this morning 
and it was comfortable,” said Jordan.

Both are expected to rejoin the BRC at Knockhill.

ph
ot

o:
 X

av
ie

r M
cC

ar
ta

n

Main pic: Doran collects the debris after his 
car was moved from the grid. Right: Jordan 
crashed out in the first heat and took two 
wheels off his Focus
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