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As you wished
Over the last couple of months we have 
anticipated a 2006 season that promised to be 
more competitive than for many years.

The start to all the major championships 
appear to indicate we were right to be excited 
about this year: Two different first-time winners 
in the first two FRC rounds, two different 
winners in the BRC, including a maiden event 
win for Christopher Evans, three different 
winners in the first three rounds of the ERC and 
a [welcome] surprise win for Thomas Rådström 
in the first round of the Swedish championship 
at Arvika.

It’s hugely impressive to witness one driver 
exerting a dominant grip over a championship 
– as Olivier Anne did in France last year – but 
way more exciting when you really do not 
which of a handful of drivers is going to come 
out on top.

That’s the situation that exists in the best 
championships right now, and we like it.

Elsewhere the FIA has confirmed that Group 
N’s replacement is waiting in the wings. The 
new class will provide proper Rallycross cars 
and, if it shapes up like D1-A, will be good stuff.

         rallycrossworld@myriorama.com
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Briefi ng
It’s time for the FIA to 
name the Rallycross classes
Changes are afoot in the International Rallycross classes; the FIA 
Off Roads Commission has approval for its idea to introduce a 
new rear-wheel drive class which will replace Division Two.

I like the idea of the new class. The cars should be good to 
watch and technically interesting enough to stimulate those who 
build cars. The category also appears to fi t nicely into the class 
structure which contains the 1600cc, front-drive cars of Division 
One-A and the four-wheel drive, turbocharged machines of 
Division One.

But, while the ORC is making some changes, isn’t about time 
it got its act together and stopped referring to the classes as by 
numbers?

There is no excuse for the ORC to persist with Division One, 
One-A and Two, even less that it replaces Group N cars with a 
new breed of purpose-built Rallycross cars but thinks that is okay 
for both to be known as Division Two.

It’s hard enough for teams to sell this sport to sponsors as it 
is, but it should be a little easier for them – and also for event 
promoters to explain to the general public – to get the message 
across if the way the cars are categorised tells you something 
about what they are. In Britain and Ireland descriptive class 
names have been used for a long time. Doesn’t ‘Supercar’ give 
you more of a clue about the kind of car you are dealing with 
than ‘Division One’?

In the past, ORC members have argued that it should retain 
the class numbers because they also apply to Autocross, this also 
used as the reason why Rallycross has been saddled with fudges 
like Division Two-A and Division One-A instead of the more 
logical Division Three [this is applied to Autocross specials]. To 
follow that argument logically, the new rear-drive class should 
actually be called Division One-B as it has Division One tech regs 
at its root, just like Division One-A!

Some proper class names are long overdue and the imminent 
change in technical regulations is the golden opportunity for the 
ORC to do everyone a favour by giving us something we can 
work with.
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Mark Williams is preparing to return 
to the Quaife MSA British Rallycross 
Championship next month when his 
rebuilt Escort Supercar will carry backing 
from Gary Numan whose new album 
Jagged will be promoted on the car.

“I’m very excited to be associated with  
Gary Numan,” said Williams. “The deal is 
for the remainder of the 2006 season and 
I hope we will be able to continue beyond 
that too.”

Numan, who had number one singles in 
the UK with Cars and Are ‘Friends’ Electric, 
has been a speed nut since his youth and 

has previously been involved in motor 
sport when he sponsored a Formula Ford 
car in the early 1980s. Now a leading 
aerobatic pilot of World War II fi ghter 
planes, Numan has recently launched a 
new album Jagged.

Williams has missed the fi rst half of the 
BRC season as his business commitments 
mean he has recently moved from 
Connecticutt to Toronto. Ironically, 
Numan who is currently in the middle 
of a world tour will be in Canada when 
Williams debuts the revamped car at 
Knockhill on July 30. The two plan to 

meet up when Numan plays in Toronto 
on August  2nd.

Williams’ Escort is being reworked by 
Matt Roach Racing. A couple of outings 
late in the 2005 season revealed problems 
with the ex-Michael Coyne car which 
Roach has now rebuilt at his Essex base.

Williams has a long term plan to 
graduate to the ERC and the current 
range of outings in the BRC with the 
Escort are a precursor to moving up: 
“The ERC is where I want to be within 
the next fi ve years, at the moment I’m 
learning the ropes,” said Williams.

Williams is a Numan
Supercar racer gets ‘Jagged’ backing from Gary Numan
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After three years of persistent effort with 
his VW Golf-based Division One car, 
Alexandre Theuil took his first victory in 
the French Rallycross Championship at 
Faleyras near Bordeaux at the end of May.

With Jean-Luc Pailler concentrating 
his efforts on the ERC and defending 
champion Olivier Anne working hard to 
get the best out of his new Citroën C4, 
the FRC appears to be more open than 
for many years.

Philippe Tollemer won the first round 
with his ex-Anne Citroën Xsara and 
after Theuil’s victory in round two the 

expectation is that the championship 
will produce its third winner in as many 
events at Luneville on June 10/11.

David Meslier and Mikael Poirier 
(Renault Clios), along with Marc Laboulle 
(Xsara), Benjamin Riviere and Anne are all 
potential event winners.

The Circuit Chenevieres at Luneville 
has been completely rebuilt ahead of this 
year’s FRC event. The track design is 
as before, but the whole site  has been 
redeveloped to meet ‘modern standards’, 
which raises the question of the ERC 
round going to Luneville.

Anne up against it
French Rallycross champion Olivier Anne 
has not had the greatest of starts to his 
2006 season.

Although his new Citroën C4 was ready 
and tested ahead of the FRC season, Anne 
was fifth in round one and 12th at Faleyras.

Add to this an engine failure prompted 
by a collision with Pailler [bodywork 
rubbed on the oil pump belt, causing it to 
come off] in the ERC round at Mayenne 
and it has been at best a frustrating start 
to the new year for Anne. On the up side, 
Anne set the fastest lap time at Mayenne.

Alexandre the great
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The fi rst ever VW Golf for Rallycross was brought to the 
tracks in 1975 by brothers and VAG dealers Bongers. Under 
the supervision of team manager Gerard Bongers, technician 
Harrie Bongers had built a MkI Golf for driver Johan Bongers, 
and which used a 1.5-litre engine together with a Roots 
supercharger to produce about 170bhp. But the continuing 
problems of its compressor belt were seemingly impossible 
to solve and, therefore the Dutch trio later bought a special 
crankshaft from Oettinger in Germany to produce the fi rst 
2.0-litre engine which gave their Golf around 190bhp during the 

next couple of years. It’s interesting to note, that at least two 
technical problems the Bongers’ team had been faced with led 
to improvements on the Golf production line: after only a few 
tests the Rallycross Golf showed cracks in the bodyshell near the 
windscreen and, thereafter the doors where nearly impossible 
to close. The VW factory checked the car and then ordered 
stabilisation profi les to be welded into the inner wings. And after 
the several suspension failures, VW increased the diameter of 
items in the production cars from 15 to 17mm.

When the FIA changed the ERC rules for 1978 and separated 

the cars into Touring and GT categories the factory department 
of Volkswagen Motorsport became interested pan-European 
series which had recived the FIA’s blessing two years earlier. 
The Hannover based team started the 1978 ERC with a Group 
5 car for German Rally ace Jochi Kleint. The “fl ying cow”, 
according to its black and white outfi t, was fi tted with a 1598cc 
engine that produced 182bhp at 7500revs. The compression 
ratio of the Zenith race-injection fi tted engine was 11:1 and 
it had a max. torque of 184Nm at 6000revs. The 690kg Golf 
accelerated in 6.5 seconds from standstill to 100km/h – not 

Edditorial

The VW Golf has been 
part of the Rallycross scene 
for 30 years. Godfather of 
Rallycross journalists Eddi 
Laumanns tells all

Talking ’bout four 
gggenerations

Jochi Kleint in the works Golf at Melk 
(Austria) in 1978 where he leads the Beetle 
of Swede Stig Emilsson
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much of a result today, but in those days quite okay. However, 
things did not work out as expected for the team and when the 
factory representatives where regularly beaten by private garage 
owners Klaus-Peter Rosorius, Andy Hänsch & Co. lost their 
interest in the sport. After an engine failure at Valkenswaard and 
just half way through the 1978 ERC, VW Motorsport packed up 
and was not seen again until the fi nal round at Buxtehude where 
Kleint scored a fi ne third place, which made him sixth of the 
1978 ERC, and also claimed the German Rallycross title. By the 
way, Jochi Kleint was a very good driver, both in Rallying as well 
as Rallycross, but the team restricted itself to a 1600cc engine 
– and did not even accept an offer by Bongers to use their bigger 
engine at the Eurocircuit – and therefore actually had no real 
chance to win any ERC round.

For 1982 the FIA had changed its rules again and opened 
Division One for Group A cars, but restricted to two wheel 
drive. The fi rst European champion of the new category was 
the outstanding Norwegian Egil Stenshagen with his 1600cc 
VW Golf GTI, who won the series with a 35 points margin over 
compatriot Svein Hagen and his Talbot Rallye 3. In 1983 Egil 
once again claimed the title convincingly, this time using the new 
1800cc engine to eventually beat runner-up Swede Lars Nyström 
and his Volvo 240 Turbo by 20.5 points. In the following years 
other drivers tried hard to walk in Stenshagen’s footsteps but 
were regularly beaten by the drivers of powerful Saab 900s, 
Volvo 240s and even Ford Escorts who used their turbocharged 
engines to mostly out-accelerate the Golf I and Golf II drivers at 
the starts.

In 1987 the VW Golf GTI, now equipped with a 16-valve 
engine, was back in the focus. Austrian Herbert Breiteneder 
drove his MkII GTI to its limits and had a season long battle 
with Swedish Volvo campaigner Per-Ove (aka PeO) Davidsson. 
After Breiteneder had been baulked by German Mercedes 
driver Wolfgang Wentzien during the B fi nal of the fi nal round 
at Buxtehude the Austrian missed the A fi nal and thereby lost a 
fair chance to win the European title – by just two points to the 
Swede. In 1988 “Ösi Breiti” tried it once more, driving his heart 
and soul out in his VW Golf, but again fi nished as runner-up, this 
time beaten by Norwegian Bjørn Skogstad and his almost twice 
as powerful Ford Sierra RS 500 Cosworth.

For the next couple of years the Golf did not play a leading 
role in Rallycross, at least not in the European championship. 
Division One was dominated by lots of RS 500 Sierras and the 
Division Two was fl ocked with Group B cars. However, if I 
remember well the fi rst four-wheel-driven VW Golf T16 was 

Bongers built the first Rallycross Golf, here 
driven by Jan Lammers. Egil Stenshagen 
(inset) is the most successful Golfer



used in the 1986 Swedish championship by Anders Carlsson and 
later driven for some years by his fellow-countryman Christer 
Lindborg (pictured on the contents page), who every now and 
then scored a few ERC points. So did Finn Jouko Hollo with his 
own 4WD VW Golf II. And at the end of the 1990s former triple 
European Autocross champion Rolf Volland became more or less 
unbeatable for several consecutive years with his 4x4 Golf III in 
the German Rallycross championship.

1998 was the last year for the four-wheel-driven cars of Group 
N, the so-called Mitsubishi Lancer era, and since 1999 two-
wheel-driven 2.0-litre Group N cars rule the current Division 
Two. Belgian Ronny Scheveneels drove his MkIII VW Golf GTI 
16V to fourth overall in its fi rst year, dropped down to ninth 
overall in 2000 – but claimed the fi rst Rallycross title of the FIA 
for Belgium by winning the 2001 Group N series.

The fi rst MkIV Golf for Rallycross was presented with a 

turbocharged 20 valve engine and 4WD system in early 2003 
by French Alexandre Theuil and was later followed by the 
series IV Golf 4x4 versions of Belgians Jochen Coox (16V) and 
Ronny Scheveneels (20V). It took the former double Autocross 
champion Theuil a little more than three years to score his fi rst 
overall victory in the always heavily disputed French Rallycross 
championship where he claimed his maiden win just a couple of 
weeks ago at Faleyras.

Herbert Breiteneder knew no fear in his 
Golf. Here at Lydden in 1988 he takes the 
fight to Bjørn Skogstad’s mighty Sierra
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In November of last year 
(Rallycross World #23), 
Eddi Laumanns took a look 
at VIPs who have taken 
part in Rallycross events. 
At the end of his piece, 
Laumanns mentioned Rustam 
Minnikhanov, the Prime 
Minister of Tatarstan who had 
entered the 2005 ERC finale 
at Buxtehude but been forced 

to withdraw after breaking his 
ankle in an accident just a few 
days before the event.

In the French ERC round 
at Mayenne, Minnikhanov 
eventually made his ERC 
debut driving his new Ford 
Fiesta ST in Division One.

In France Minnikhanov 
explained that, while he’d 
like to contest a full ERC 

programme his work made 
it difficult: “I don’t know 
how many races I will do, 
I’d like to race everywhere, 
but something can happen 
with my job that makes it 
impossible,” he said.

Minnikhanov’s immaculate 
Fiesta has been built in Russia 
but uses a Mountune-prepared 
engine.

Yes Prime Minister

www.gprdirect.com


FIA rear-wheel drive class is go
The FIA Off Roads Commission has confirmed that its 
proposed category for two-litre, rear-wheel drive cars will 
be introduced in 2007.

Initially to be run as a ‘Cup’ class, the new category is 
intended to replace the current Group N-based Division 
Two, the ORC having accepted that the class is now in its 
death throws.

The new class has the current Division One technical 
regulations at its root. This means that the body/chassis 

of cars for class will be built to the same regulations as 
Division One. Restrictions on engines [two-litres, naturally 
aspirated] and transmission [rear-wheel drive only] then 
define the category. As it is possible in Division One to 
convert two-wheel drive cars to use four-wheel drive, so it 
will be permitted for cars in the new class to be converted 
from front to rear-wheel drive.

As yet without any specific name, the category will be 
called Division Two when it replaces the current version.

Goodbye Group N
Entries in the current Group N-based Division Two have 
dwindled and there is a real threat that the class may not 
get championship points in all events this year.

Championship regulations state that if there are less 
than eight starters in a Division it will not be awarded 
championship points. Although points have been scored 
in all rounds so far this year, it has only done so because of 
the number of ‘local’ racers boosting the entry.

www.erc24.com
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Finnish Rallycross star Jussi Pinomäki continues to chase his 
dream of a Division One car, and views his recent move to 
Division One-A as a step in the right direction.

Twice champion in Division Two, the 28-year-old Finn has 
moved into Division One-A this year and remains loyal to 
Renault by driving a newly built Clio.

“It wasn’t possible to get the money to do Division One, but 
Division One-A is step up and the class is very good. There are 
at least six drivers who could win the events this year, perhaps 
more,” said Pinomäki. “I still want to do Division One but it’s 
very difficult to sell Rallycross to Finnish companies. I really need 
to have a [European championship] race in Finland for there to 
be more interest. The Finnish ASN is doing a good job with the 
championship but it’s only really for Supernational cars, I need a 
big race at home.”

Pinomäki has received some technical advice from Renault for 
his new Division One-A Clio, but has no financial assistance from 
the manufacturer for his ERC effort.

Pinomäki chases D1 dream

■ MARTIN SCHANCHE  was in the news recently after crashing 
his gyrocopter. Already far from happy that he has a gyrocopter, 
Schanche’s wife Birgit had little sympathy when her man called 
from the hospital to explain that he wouldn’t be home that night: 
“He told me what had happened and where he was and then 
asked if I’d visit him. I told him he would have to manage by 
himself for one night as he may have some more serious injuries  
I saw him!” she said. 

■ MORTEN BERMINGRUD  now has Kenneth Hansen’s 2005 
Xsara at his disposal as well as the ex-Hansen machine he has 
raced for the last few season. He also has a C4 on order for next 
year. “I know some people who have money, that’s good for 
me,” he said by way of explanation.

■ PRESS RELEASES  can be rich pickings. Following his French 
excursion Andrew Jordan offered this: “I learnt a little bit of 
French! I think the other driver was telling me the French for 
“I’m going to prod you in the chest!”. 
Meanwhile, at Lydden: “Rallycross Promoters Ltd could not 
confirm the reason for the absence of Christopher Evans from 
the event…”. Because he had not entered, perhaps?

www.kentcams.com


■ FORMER CHAMP Magnus 
Hansen is set to return to the 
ERC later this year with a new 
Division One-A Citroën C2.

■ MIKE MANNING is aiming 
to return to the Quaife BRC 
at Anglesey and, if his Puma 
behaves itself, will contest the 
rest of the season. 

■ RONNY LARSSON will 
quit driving at the end of the 
year and hand his unique 
Peugeot 307 Division One-A 
car over to his son Johan who 
is currently racing in Sweden’s 
Junior series.

■ CHRISTOPHER EVANS’ 
win in round two of the Quaife 
BRC was the first for an Opel/
Vauxhall since John Welch hung 
up his helmet more than a 
decade ago.

■ MOTORS TV will show the 
Quaife MSA BRC. Each event 
will be covered in a 30-minute 
standalone. Rounds one and 
two will be screened back-to-
back on June 24. The Motors 
TV coverage is in addition to 
the existing Men & Motors 
programmes.

■ DAVID BINKS didn’t get his 
revised Mini to Lydden at the 
end of May as the car, which 
will use a turbocharged BMW 
engine, wasn’t ready to race. 
Binks has, however, launched 
a revised website – davidbinks.
com –and a new Supporters 
Club.
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Sparco 3 layer race suits £235.00
Stilo WRC 03 helmet £329.54
Sparco Pro Jet from £161.00
Roll cages (FIA approved) with
door bars in stock from £287.48
Sparco FIA seats from £98.95
Sabelt FIA 4 point harness £98.31
Perspex window kits (4mm)
from £110.00
Extinguishers from £42.37
FIA Battery master switches 
from £19.35
Engine pre-heater systems 
from £284.80
Varley batteries from £69.78
Rallypro pro wetsuit £169.95
Quick disconnect fittings by 
Jiffy-tite from £10.14
Brake lights from £2.90

Clutches, brakes, bearings, 
suspension, fuel tanks, gauges, 
air filters, tools, steering wheels, 
alloy wheels, alignment,
scales….whatever you need 
just call.
DELIVERY
UK up to 25kgs next day £8.25
Sweden* up to 30kgs £18.28
Norway* up to 30kgs £29.35
*Door to door service

CODE YZ241B

Everything 
about the 
ERC, 24 
hours a 
day
www.ERC24.com

Not out

Andreas Eriksson had a torrid start to his season, with engine 
problems afflicting his Ford Fiesta ST in Portugal and France.

Things began to look up in the Czech Republic where Ford 
Team RS Sweden appeared to have got on top of the head gasket 
problems that had hit its Duratec-powered car. “It may have 
been easier to use a Cosworth engine, but I’m sure the Duratec 
will be better. We’re working for next year,” said Eriksson.

www.demon-tweeks.co.uk
www.demon-tweeks.co.uk
http://www.demon-tweeks.co.uk/products/ProductList.asp?cls=MSPORT&grp=MP017&pgrp=M003&tlgrp=M003
www.erc24.com


Competition Cars, Engines & 
Transmissions

Vast Experience in
Ford RS200 – Cosworth YB – Metro 6R4 – Jaguar ‘E Type’

F1 Megatron – Subaru – Mitsubishi Engines
COSWORTH ENGINES
Built to all specifications
from Road to Rallycross

producing up to 
740bhp and 540lb/ft torque

We offer a Complete Service for Competition & Performance Cars
Transmission – Turbocharger Building & Modifications • Supply & 

Installation of Pectel & Gems Management Systems
RS200 & Ford  Motorsport Parts Supplied • Welding & Fabrication 

of Components & all Types of Tig Welding
Bodyshell & Car Preparations for all Types of Racing 

Full Machine Shop Facilities
Latest fully instrumented SuperFlow 902 Engine Dynamometer

Tel. 0044 1435 865999 • Fax 0044 1435 865947

www.racetuners.com • e-mail Frances@racetuners.com
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Result, non?
Why Jordan can feel satisfied after France
Andrew Jordan’s outing in the Citroën C2 
Challenge, the supporting event at the French 
round of the ERC, may appear to have been a 
bit of a disaster for the BRC’s teenage star, but 
taken as a whole, the event was exactly the 
kind of learning experience he sought.

Rallycross has taken, and continues to take, 
a different evolutionary path in Europe from 
that being followed in the UK. Everything is 
different; the tracks, the style of racing, the way 
in which the events are run, etc.

Jordan has made it clear that he sees his 
future in the ERC and so it is vital for him to 
start learning about the championship, and the 
style of racing he will have adopt in future.

Having never even seen an ERC event 
before, France was always going to represent 

something of a learning curve; but there’d have 
been little point in the exercise had there been 
nothing to learn. From sorting the handling of 
an unknown car, adapting to left-hand drive, 
mastering a track that is significatntly different 
from anything on offer at home, to racing a 
field full of unfamiliar rivals almost all of who 
had previous experience of the cars and circuit, 
Jordan accomplished a lot in France.

By the end of the weekend his lap times were 
comparable with the front runners, but by then 
he’d been black flagged from the C final after 
a clash with Alexandre Anne. And if you think 
that’s not good enough, bear in mind that last 
year a handful of British and Irish racers took 
their own cars to France and the best of them 
managed no more than a C final start…

www.racetuners.com


Rådström rocks the SRC
Rally star aims for full time ERC participation with private Hyundai

Thomas Rådström is gearing up to make a full time move 
into the European Rallycross Championship.

The Swedish rally star won the opening round of the 
Swedish Rallycross Championship at Arvika last month 
driving a car borrowed from Ingemar Bjöörn. Rådström’s 
own car is undergoing a comprehensive rebuild and 
was not ready for the event: “I’m working with Martin 
Schanche to convert the Hyundai Accent to use his MSR 
transmission but we have been delayed because some 

components have not arrived from England yet.” said 
Rådström. “My plan had been to drive in all the ERC 
races starting with round three in the Czech Republic but 
because of the delays I have to focus on having the car 
ready for Höljes in July. If everything is okay there I will do 
the remaining ERC events.”

Rådström, who started his motor sport career in 
the Supernational class of Rallycross, bought the two 
Hyundai Accent WRCs from Skelefteå Promotion when 

the team quit Rallycross. He subsequently sold one to 
Supernational graduate Bjöörn.

“I own my car and have backing from Hyundai in 
Sweden and Olsbergs. It was Ingemar’s idea for me 
to drive his car in Arvika – he thought I would be able 
to get a better result than he could and that it would 
help us both, it turned out to be a very good idea!” said 
Rådström. “I’m looking forward to driving my own car, 
Rallycross is good again now.”
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