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Ha ha Hansen
Kenneth Hansen may not always be the 
most exciting bloke on the planet – specially 
compared to, let’s say, Guttorm Lindefjell! – but 
he revealed his sense of humour in a pre-season 
press release that started by apologising for the 
fact that he was going to disappoint those rivals 
who were hoping he’d retire!

Beneath this opening dig at those who’d be 
happy to win in the absence of the man who 
has made this sport his own, Hansen claimed 
the winter had been ‘too short’.

And yet his KHM squad had a complete 
and ready to run, all new car on display in 

Stockholm at the end of March. Help from 
Citroën Sport will surely have reduced the build 
time of the new car, but 12 weeks start-to-
finish is still some kind of achievement. And 
it sets KHM ahead of all its rivals, not one of 
whom has yet turned a wheel in an ’06 car.

Hansen has approximately a month in which 
to test his new car, but he may not need it. He’s 
not always a big one for predicting that the car 
will be great, or otherwise, so when he openly 
states that the C4 could be the best car his 
team has ever built, it’s worth taking note.
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Briefing
Bigger, better BRC  
set to be best in Europe
As this is written there are ten days until the first round of the 
MSA British Rallycross Championship at Lydden.

The championship looks like being bigger and better than 
for many years; a large number of drivers in all classes say they 
will focus on the BRC events, a television deal is in place and in 
the last few hours we’ve heard that verbal agreement has been 
reached regarding a title sponsor for the championship.

This, of course, is all good news for the BRC which not 
only appears set to continue to offer the best events in Great 
Britain, but also to enhance its reputation. Taking all things into 
consideration the French Rallycross Championship probably 
remains the best national series, but the British championship is 
closing that gap rapidly and if the progress of the last few months 
is maintained through the summer, the FRC will be ahead only 
on spectator attendance, but that has as much to do with cultural 
differences between the two countries as it does the quality and 
content of the event on offer to spectators.

If the BRC gels we are looking at a championship that will be 
back to the kind of levels last seen in the late 1980s; Supercar 
grids are predicted to be in double figures at all events and there 
are new cars on the way in SuperModified too.

Stock Hatch and Junior Rallycross are not left out either, both 
have a full role to play within the BRC and Stock hatch now 
appears to be producing drivers able to progress up the class 
ladder.

The ever stronger links between the British and Irish 
championships should be mutually beneficial for both. 
Common regulations and event formats make sense when the 
championships will share events. 

The return of an event in Northern Ireland will complete 
the picture and be a perfect fit into both the British and Irish 
championships. Nutts Corner is the BRC’s home in Ulster, but if 
the venue is not available then efforts should be made to return 
to Kirkistown, specially now that facilities at the track have been 
updated. The BRC has made progress over the winter, now all 
those involved need to maintain the momentum.
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Kenneth Hansen unveiled his striking 
new Citroën C4 ‘WRC’ at the Stockholm 
Motor Show on March 30, and apologised 
to his rivals for not retiring.

“I’m sorry, but I’m not going to retire 
from Rallycross, even if that might be 
wished for by many of my rivals,” Hansen 
said, “I love this job. I will keep my right 
foot to the floor and put the next gear in. 
Sorry!”

Hansen spoke openly of retiring in 
the first half of last season, and again 
at the year end when his backing from 
Citroën was in the balance. The increased 

competition he faced through the second 
half of 2005, in which he won his 13th 
European championship, resolved his 
own mind, and once Citroën had got 
its rally plans in place it renewed its 
association with the Swede who has 
now collaborated with the French 
manufacturer since 1993

“It feels marvellous to be the first team 
to be allowed to compete with a Citroën 
C4 in an international championship, and 
to have that confidence from Citroen 
Sport,” says Hansen.

Working with Citroën Sport and 

long time engineering partner Epsilon, 
Kenneth Hansen Motorsport has put its 
C4 together in just 12 weeks, a timescale 
that  leaves Hansen emerging from what 
he describes as a “too short” winter 
with a month in hand to test to the new 
car before the ERC starts at Lousada in 
Portugal on May 6/7.

Perhaps ominously for his rivals the 
usually circumspect Hansen has high 
hopes of the C4.

“I think it will be a worthy successor to 
the Xsara. Or even better, perhaps the 
best car we have ever built,” he said.

His best yet?



Rallycross World #28 – APRIL 2006 | 4

After the absence of regular 
television coverage in 2005, 
all rounds of the MSA British 
Rallycross Championship will 
be televised in 2006.

The British Rallycross 
Drivers Association has 
agreed terms with Irish-based 
production company On The 
Limit Sports. The primary 
outlet for the 26-minute 
standalone programme from 
each of the championship’s 
eight rounds is Men & Motors. 
The broadcaster plans to air 
the BRC programmes in the 
Sunday evening time slot also 
used to show rounds of the 

World Rally Championship.
“Being paired with the World 
Rally Championship in the 
Sunday evening slot should 
work very well for everyone 
as they are complementary 
events,” said BRDA chairman 
John Horton.

The addition of the BRC to 
its portfolio makes sense for 
On The Limit Sports which has 
produced coverage of the Irish 
Rallycross Championship for 
the last three years.

The programmes will 
be presented by Siobhan 
O’Connor (above). The first 
will be shown on May 7.

British championship to 

share TV slot with WRC

White ready for BRC
Stock Hatch graduate Simon White will start the opening round 
of the British Rallycross Championship in his new SuperModified 
Renault Clio.

White has driven the Xsport Racing-built car a couple of times 
in test outings and is happy with it even though a clutch problem 
cut short a test at Blyton: “The car feels nice and the handling is 
neutral, I’m very comfortable with it. I’d have liked more time 
in the test at Blyton, but it’s better we had the clutch problem 
there than at Lydden,” he said.

The car uses an ex-BTCC two-litre Renault engine and six-
speed sequential gearbox.

www.kentcams.com
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Alister McRae drove John 
McCluskey’s Citroën Xsara 
WRC during the March 5 
round of the Irish Rallycross 
Championship at Mondello 
Park and now wants to race a 
Supercar.

The former British 
rally champion 
completed a handful 
of laps in a single 
stint in McCluskey’s 
ex-Hansen Xsara, but 
was less than a second 
a lap off McCluskey’s pace.

“The Supercar was amazing, 
the quickest thing I’ve ever 
driven. You drop the clutch 
on the line and everything 

happens so fast, it’s very 
exciting. It was good fun to 
drive and I’d like to have 
another go. I’d definitely race 
in an event if the opportunity 
was there,” said McRae, “I 

don’t think driving the 
car is much of a problem, 
but it’d be different with 
another seven of them on 
the track with you, the 
racing might take some 
getting used to but I’m up 
for it, certainly.”

McRae’s brother Colin 
drove Dermot Carnegie’s 
Ford Focus during the 
Punchestown Rallysprint in 
2002, and also declared that it 

was the fastest car he’d ever 
experienced, including F1.

While McRae took to the 
track in McCluskey’s car, 
Andrew Nesbitt who, like 
McRae, was present to help 
launch Junior Rallycross in 
Ireland, drove George Tracey’s 
Peugeot 306 Supercar.

This was Nesbitt’s second 
taste of Supercar action after 
he raced Pat Doran’s Ford 
Escort in the final round of the 
British championship at Brands 
Hatch in 2004.

Nesbitt is believed to be one 
of those lined up to race the 
306 once Tracey has switched 
to his new 307CC.

McRae tries Xsara Supercar and 

wants a chance to race in Rallycross

Ph
ot

o:
 R

ob
er

t C
ha

m
be

rs

www.gprdirect.com


Rallycross World #28 – APRIL 2006 | 6

■ ALTHOUGH MICHAEL JERNBERG is nearing 
completion of his ‘06’ Ford Focus WRC, 
reports from Sweden insist that he will also 
build a Volvo S40-based D1 car. Jernberg has 
retained backing from Kumho for his new Focus 
and has also struck a new deal with Öhlins. His 
old car has now been sold to Supernational 
graduate Tony Croon who will race it in the 
Swedish championship, which includes the ERC 
events in Sweden and Norway.

■ IT NOW APPEARS that Citroën Ouest 
Competition will  field only one car in the 
French Rallycross Championship this year. 
Jerôme Grosset-Janin has switched his attention 
to driving in the French rally championship 
with a 307 CC WRC. Guillame Bergeon is now 
likely to start the year in the ex-Grosset-Janin 
Xsara before switching to a new Exagon-built 
Xsara. Plans to build a C4 for the Challenge C2 
champion have now been dropped. The new 
Xsara will feature a transverse engine. Citroën 
Ouest Competition plan to invite guest drivers 
– including Eric Hélary –  to race the older car 
once Bergeon vacates it.

 ■ NEWLY MARRIED ERIC Guillemette will 
return to Division Two of the FRC this year. He 
is offering his D1 Subaru Impreza, now fitted 
with a Group N+ motor, for rental.

Pailler takes ERC
Jean-Luc Pailler will concentrate on the FIA 
European Rallycross Championship in 2006.

The Frenchman, champion in 1993, has 
rebuilt and updated his 206 WRC (a revised 
engine and new Proflex dampers) for the 
season in which he has Peugeot Sport’s support 
for the ERC campaign. His only appearances in 
France will be at his own Kerlabo circuit and 
at Loheac, although the latter may go by the 
board if his ERC position is strong as it clashes 
with the Norwegian event at Momarken.

Pailler is unhappy that the FRC’s technical 
rules are out of step with the ERC, even 
though the French series has adopted the 
1200kg weight limit for 2006: “It’s too much 
work to change the car [for the FRC-spec 
40mm restrictor] between races in France and 
Europe,” said Pailler.

His Pailler Competition team will remain 
heavily involved in the FRC however as it 
has two D2 cars (Peugeot 306 and 206 RC) 
for hire as well as Peugeot 206 and BMW Z3 
Division Three ‘T3F’ machines. The latter will 
be driven in three events by Yves-Marie Dayot, 
a young French racer who is stepping up from 
the national Autocross championship with a 
reputation as a fast and successful driver.

After a successful trial season of Rallycross in 
2005, Kevin Procter will step up to race in the 
Supercar category in the 2006 MSA British 
Rallycross Championship.

Although he had previously driven in the rally 
car class at some Rallycross events, Procter 
contested his first events in a proper 
Rallycross car last year, driving a 
Lotus Exige in the SuperModified 
class and winning two BRC events.

He is now converting his Ford 
Puma ‘WRC’ rally car to to Supercar 
specification: “I’m on it with it now, 
the engine is being rebuilt and I’m 
changing bits on the car that need 
doing. I’m confident that it’ll be ready for 
Lydden at Easter,” said Procter, “I’ve driven 
four-wheel drive cars for a long time. The Lotus 
was great, but it’s not the same as a four-wheel 

drive and as I had this car I thought I’d give it 
a go. I’m going to keep the Lotus for a while, 
so if it doesn’t work out with the Puma I’ll just 
change back to it.”

Procter said that his decision to get more 
involved with Rallycross was largely down to 

the uncertainty over the future of rallying 
technical regulations: “I’m fed up with 
what the MSA are doing with rallying 
rules. The Puma is a hybrid and my Subaru 
Impreza is an active car, and the MSA 
was going to ban both of those. I enjoy 
the Rallycross and it’s great because I’ve 
got a young family and they can come 
along and see everything that’s going on  

rather than just catch a glimpse of me in a forest 
somewhere. And I can drive the sort of car I 
want to drive.”

Procter will also keep his Impreza for rallies.

Procter’s Puma

Clio update  
for Meslier
The Philipe Chanoine-owned 
Renault Clio (right) driven by 
david Meslier in the French 
chamnpionship has been 
updated for the 2006 season.

Third last year, the cylinder 
head, exhaust and gear ratios 
have been revised over the 
winter. The car is also lighter 
after a full rebuild.



Anne shows C4 colours
French Rallycross Champion Olivier Anne has released this image of his 
new for 2006 Citroën C4.

Anne was due to start testing his car during March and has scheduled 
outings at Alençon and Mayenne ahead of the FRC opener at the end 
of April. Although defending the French title is his priority, Anne is also 
planning to contest some ERC rounds, specially the Belgian and Dutch 
events which fall within the FRC’s summer break. He will also tackle the 
series finale in Germany if things are going well at home.
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“Lucky” Ptaszek is first 
foreign Super Series winner

Jacek Ptaszek (above) took a lucky win in the English Masters 
event at Croft on March 12 after oil pump failure put 
Christopher Evans out while leading the A final.

“Yes, today it was my turn to be lucky, but last year I was 
here an had no luck, that’s motor racing,” said Polish champion 
Ptaszek after the event.

The event attracted just 50 starters, only five of them 
Supercars, and was completely dominated by Evans who was 18s 
faster than the rest in heat one and 11s ahead in the second heat. 
Ptaszek and Norwegian Supernational driver Stein Egil Jenssen 
were the only overseas starters.

The event also produced a debut victory for Junior racer Ben 
Rennison who led home Dave Weston and Ben Power.

Welsh Masters event hits the skids
Rallycross Promoters postponed its Welsh Masters event that 
was to have run at Anglesey on April 9. A brief statement issued 
on March 30 said: “The decision has been taken to maximise the 
potential of the Rallycross Super Series event. Further details 
about the rescheduling of the event will be available within the 
next couple of weeks.”

Although no details were available, it is believed that the event 
had insufficient entries to go ahead. The K&N Filters-backed 
Stock Hatch Cup element of the Anglesey event – which offered 
K&N vouchers and Motorsport News subscriptions as prizes 
for the top three finishers – has now been switched to the RSS 
Masters event at Lydden on May 29.

More than 16,000 people attended the Automobilmesse at 
Oldenburg where seven teams from the German Rallycross 
Championship displayed their cars.

Sven Seeliger showed his revised D1-A Fiesta which now 
incorporates a new rear suspension layout designed by Seeliger.

Also present at the show was former rally driver Jens Schlitter 
who has built a Division Four Audi Coupe for his first season of 
Rallycross. The immaculate car (right) includes some unusual 
features, including a starter button in the engine bay so that 
mechanics do not have to get into the car (and won’t make it 
dirty) if they need to start the engine.

Among others to display cars at the show were German 
champion Gerhard Völzer and runner-up Klaus Meyer. The event 
was also used by Norbert Kruse to disply his D1-A Ford Puma.

GRC on show
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British Rallycross champion Pat Doran swapped seats last month 
when he took up an invitation from Motorsport News to go stock 
car racing, writes Jo Holland.

Doran went to Northampton International Raceway to test a 
BriSCA F1 and a BriSCA F2.

As ever, Doran smiled all day. “There are similarities with 
Rallycross because our cars have a lot of power, and the key is 
getting that power into the gravel,” he said. 

“I like the growl of the F1, the engine is similar to a Metro 
6R4 like George Tracey’s which I drove recently. As soon as you 
touch the throttle you feel it in your back.”

At one point in the day MN journalists were worried Doran 

would be forced to change disciplines permanently when it 
looked like the 6ft 5 driver may get stuck in the small racing cars.

“My height is a bit of problem. When you watch the car 
owners racing you can see how exciting it must be on a race day. 
I found the F2 easier to drive mainly because it has less power so 
it’s easier to get it down and go.

“I got to drive Jo Polley’s car. She’s [National Hot Rod legend] 
George Polley’s daughter, so that was a real bit of history for 
me.”

Doran was joined at the test by Touring Car driver Rob 
Collard, F3 pilot Dan Clarke, autograss expert Kaye Whitehouse, 
rally driver Chris Bayliss and historic racer Joe Twyman.

Doran’s stock car thrash
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Motor Sport ireland has approved the introduction of Junior 
Rallycross in Irish events. The category will be fomally 
introduced to the Irish championship at the October 1 event 
at Mondello Park which it shares with the British Rallycross 
Championship.

Junior Rallycross received its Irish launch during the third 
round of the IRC at Mondello on March 5, where former British 
rally champion Alister McRae was on hand to help and also 
demonstrate a Junior car.

The move to introduce the category, which is open to drivers 
between 14 and 16-years-old, has been led by Irish Supercar 
racers Dermot Carnegie and John McCluskey.

“It wasn’t easy to convince Motor Sport Ireland to agree to 
Junior Rallycross,” said Carnegie, “But we lobbied various people 
and put the case that it has run without trouble for three years 
in the UK and eventually they agreed. There was a lot of interest 
at the launch and I think that it’s the best possible start for any 
youngster who wants to be rally driver.”

Multiple Irish rally champion Andrew Nesbitt – whose son 
Graeme has completed two years of Junior Rallycross and 
whose younger son Mathew will race this year – joined McRae in 
demonstrating two Junior cars at Mondello (next page).

“Junior Rallycross is a great idea,” said McRae, “When I got 
started in rallies you could do nothing until you were 17 and had 
a road licence, for the youngsters to be in a car at 14 is ideal, it 
gives them a great start. There’s gravel and tarmac in Rallycross 
so they’ll learn a hell of a lot and the cars are good to drive.”

Ireland to get Junior Rallycross
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Junior Rallycross
Category approved in Ireland, new backer for British championship



Alister McRae and Andrew Nesbitt had fun 
demonstrating Junior cars at Mondello Park. McRae said 
the category was “ideal” for aspiring rally drivers to learn 
their craft
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School deal 
boosts British 
Junior series
The British Rallycross Drivers Association is linking up with the 
Bill Gwynne Rallyschool International to develop and enhance 
the MSA British Rallycross Championship’s Junior category.

Central to the relationship are three open days at the Bill 
Gwynne Rallyschool International. The Pre-season Induction, 
Mid-season Refresher and Autumn Open Day will be run in the 
Easter, summer and autumn half-term school holidays, the first 
taking place on April 11. Each day will offer the opportunity 
for potential new competitors to take a close look at Junior 
Rallycross. In the afternoon of each day there will be the 
opportunity to take part in one-to-one driver training.

There will also be an intensive coaching day at the end of the 
year for the leading 14, 15 and 16-year-olds in the championship 
as well as a fourth driver to be selected at the BRDA’s discretion.

“In the absence of an opportunity for under 17s  to compete 
in rallies, Junior Rallycross is an ideal arena for young drivers 
to learn and practice car control on both loose and sealed 
surfaces,” said Bill Gwynne, “Our role in the championship is 
a perfect fit with our Junior Rally driving Courses.  We aim to 
teach youngsters the correct techniques form the outset so that 
they have the best grounding on which to progress.”

Current Junior champion Andrew Jordan been coached at 
BGRI since 2004 where he has been under the wing of Peter 
Gwynne, and has recently been learning four-wheel drive 
techniques in preparation for his step up to the Supercar 
category of rallycross.

“Andrew Jordan’s success in Junior Rallycross is the best 
endorsement for coaching drivers from the earliest opportunity,” 
said Gwynne, “Andrew’s been coached in rear, front and now 
four wheel drive rally cars.  He’s been an excellent student and is 
developing a range of skills and techniques that will allow him to 
drive increasingly quickly on any surface and in any car.”



■ ANDREW JORDAN TESTED the Citroën C2 that he will 
race in May’s French round of the FIA European Rallycross 
Championship at Mayenne on March 18. “The C2’s got a nice 
feel to it and it works very well,” said Jordan. “The Mayenne 
track is very technical and it’s more twisty than most of the 
British tracks. It was definitely worth making the effort to get 
there!” During the course of the day Jordan lapped faster than 
Arnaud Deniaut who raced the car in 2005.

■ FORMER IRISH CHAMPIONSHIP front runner Lloyd 
Spendlove has returned to Rallycross this winter. The chef and 
restaurateur acquired the ex-David Aiken Vauxhall Nova (one of 
the old DSRM cars, below) for his comeback season.

■ MINICROSS RACER ANDY Knowles got his first win on the 
anniversary of his first Rallycross event. The young driver led 
from the start to finish to win the A final at Croft on March 12.

■ FORMER MOTOCROSS AND kart racer Stephen Larkin 
and novice competitors Craig Popperwell and Joe Cunningham 
made their debuts in Junior Rallycross at Croft on March 12. The 
category was won by fellow debutant Ben Rennison.

■ AFTER TWO YEARS as a front running Junior racer, Ash 
Simpson has moved up to race in Stock Hatch. Simpson, who is 
studying motor sport engineering at Myerscough, plans to contest 
as many events as possible around his studying.

■ GARETH WOOD HAS replaced his Peugeot 205 with a smart 
new 106XSi Stock Hatch challenger. The Geordie racer gave the 
new car its first run at Croft in March.
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Who is…
SIMON WHITE

Not easily 
missed, 
specially 
as he has a 
penchant 
for 
painting his 
car green 
and pink, 

Simon White has spent the 
last few years establishing 
himself as a consistently fast 
and highly competitive Stock 
Hatch racer.

Now on the verge of 
his SuperModified debut, 
White’s brief history in 
Rallycross is the tip of a 
competitive career that 
stretches back to equestrian 
events in his childhood, 
encompasses schoolboy 
motocross and kart racing. 
In the latter discipline he was 
a contemporary of David 
Coulthard but, without 
the enormous financial 
backing necessary to pursue 
a professional career, was 
unable to progress to 
formula cars.

On top of this there 
has been time spent as a 
triathelete and as a member 
of the England karate team.

Intensely competitive, with 
a keen eye for detail and a 
reluctance to settle for second 
best, White has armed himself 
well for SuperModified where 
he is sure to make his mark 
– and not only for the colour 
of his car.

www.racetuners.com


Former French Rallycross Champion Raymond 
Touroul died on March 11, he was 67-years-old and 
had been suffering from cancer of the pancreas.

Touroul drove in Rallycross between 1978 and 
1985 and won the 1981 championship at the wheel 
of his self-prepared Porsche 911. 

Driving a 911 up to and including the 1982 season, 

Touroul maintained his record of winning at least 
once every year – he won seven times in his title 
season – in 1982 when he drove a Renault 5 Turbo. 
His last two seasons, both at the wheel of a Citroën 
Visa Mille Piste, were without success however.

Touroul was a great allrounder and had numerous 
class awardss to show for his 16 starts at LeMans. 

He also drove in circuit and hillclimb events in his 
native France, as well as rallying where he included 
WRC outings and ‘Raid’ events in his varied and 
accomplished career.

Away from motor sport Touroul was an 
accomplished stunt driver and appeared in many 
films.
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Sparco 3 layer race suits £235.00
Stilo WRC 03 helmet £329.54
Sparco Pro Jet from £161.00
Roll cages (FIA approved) with
door bars in stock from £287.48
Sparco FIA seats from £98.95
Sabelt FIA 4 point harness £98.31
Perspex window kits (4mm)
from £110.00
Extinguishers from £42.37
FIA Battery master switches 
from £19.35
Engine pre-heater systems 
from £284.80
Varley batteries from £69.78
Rallypro pro wetsuit £169.95
Quick disconnect fittings by 
Jiffy-tite from £10.14
Brake lights from £2.90

Clutches, brakes, bearings, 
suspension, fuel tanks, gauges, 
air filters, tools, steering wheels, 
alloy wheels, alignment,
scales….whatever you need 
just call.
DELIVERY
UK up to 25kgs next day £8.25
Sweden* up to 30kgs £18.28
Norway* up to 30kgs £29.35
*Door to door service
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 Raymond Touroul

www.demon-tweeks.co.uk
www.demon-tweeks.co.uk
http://www.demon-tweeks.co.uk/products/ProductList.asp?cls=MSPORT&grp=MP017&pgrp=M003&tlgrp=M003
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