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It’s here!
The winter has been long and cold and while 
it’s not exactly warm just yet, there’s reason to 
be happy because the racing season has started.

The Irish championship has already run 
two events (see p3) and in Belgium they are 
limbering up for the Belgian championship 
opener at Maasmechelen which is just a day 
or so away as this is written. Our cover man 
Jos Kuypers is clear favourite in the lowlands 
but over in Ireland it’s anyone’s game and 
that appears to be the story in Britain, France 
and Sweden. And at the risk of reminding 
you of something you already know, we’ll just 

underline that Tommy Rustad’s long overdue 
arrival in the ERC has kicked wide open the 
door that Kenneth Hansen has held firmly 
closed for much of the last decade.

We are still 10 weeks away from the start of 
the ERC but over the course of the two months 
the favourites will emerge from hibernation to 
warm up for the new season’s challenge.

Also promising to awake from his winter 
slumber is Eddi Laumanns who will be back 
with another story for you in these pages next 
month. 
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Briefing
Competition is the key to 
stimulating driver interest
English drivers Terry Briggs and Mark watson recently made 
the trip to Mondello Park to race in the Irish Rallycross 
Championship.

While it’s not unique to see Brits over there it has previously 
been the Welsh who have made the short trip to Ireland in 
recent winters. Both Briggs and Watson needed an early season 
test but each could easily have achieved that for less cost with 
a testing day in England. The factor that drew both to make the 
trip to Ireland was competition, the sure fire knowledge that the 
IRC would have a decent field of top notch cars and drivers.

The same factor appears to be the key in pulling British and 
Irish drivers to the BRC this year. The BRC was strong last 
year but with the likes of Christopher Evans, Andrew Jordan, 
Steve Hill and Watson now committed to the championship the 
number of Supercar racers is growing steadily. And with each 
one who jumps in, the series appears more attractive to those 
who were undecided. Drivers go racing to have a race and it’s 
plainly obvious that the opportunity to have that race – direct 
head-to-head competition –  is much more abundant in an event 
with a large entry than in a less well supported one.

The BRC promises to be the best supported for many years, 
perhaps the best in 15 or more years.

In this column last month we wrote about the FIA’s plan for a 
new rear-wheel drive, two-litre class. It’s an idea that appears 
to have caught the imagination of drivers but all of those we’ve 
spoken to about it reckon the success or otherwise of the class 
will depend on the final details, specifically how the engine is 
defined and how heavy the cars will be.

The prospect of paying out for unrestricted two-litre motors 
scares many, while if the minimum weight is pegged too high 
the cars are unlikely to be exciting. It seems drivers want good 
performance levels but at a cost they can live with. Clearly the 
class needs to sit comfortably between Divisions One and One-A 
in performance terms, but the FIA would appear well advised to 
look at controlling engine costs – perhaps by use of a common 
ECU as in the BTCC.
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The first events of the 2006 Rallycross 
season took place at Mondello Park 
in February where the Irish Rallycross 
Championship burst into life.

Title holder Dermot Carnegie started 
the season as he had finished the last, 
winning the opening round on a cold but 
dry day after getting the drop on Supercar 
A final winner John McCluskey at the start 
of the Superfinal.

Two weeks later the weather was 
less favourable but the sun shone on 
George Tracey who avoided a first 
lap crash between Pat Doran (driving 
Tracey’s MG Metro 6R4) and Dermot 
Carnegie to break free, win and take the 
championship points lead.

The Irish Championship has now 
adopted a structure similar to the 
neighbouring British Rallycross 
Championship (with which shares three 
events in 2006), with A finals being 
followed by a Superfinal to determine 
overall championship positions.

Christopher Evans missed the first 
round of the championship and was then 
knocked out of the second after the 
propshaft on his Opel Astra broke. Evans 
had, however, done enough to qualify on 
pole for the Supercar A final.

Mark Watson gave his ex-Laurent 
Terroitin Citroën Xsara its debut in the 
opening event in which he placed fourth 
in the Superfinal.

The IRC has also introduced a new 
‘Super’ Stock Hatch category which is 
open to 1600cc, 16v Peugeot and Citoëns.

The calendar for the Irish Rallycross 
Championship has also been revised with 
the November 26 event now switched to 
take place on October 15.

Tracey Ireland
Irish championship opens new Rallycross season

Irish Rallycross Championship 2006
05-02 IRC Mondello Park 
19-02 IRC Mondello Park 
05-03 IRC Mondello Park 
07-05 IRC Pembrey 
18-06 IRC Anglesey 
01-10 IRC Mondello Park 
15-10 IRC Mondello Park 
12-11 IRC Mondello Park
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G-Tech boss Will Gollop says he has high hopes for his team’s 
2006 British Rallycross Championship campaign with Andrew 
Jordan following the teenager’s first test.

Jordan put in a full day’s running under Gollop tuteledge at 
Blyton in mid-February and impressed the former British and 
European champion with his performance during the day.

“I don’t think I could have gone any faster than Andrew was 
going by the end of the day,” said Gollop, “He’s has a very good 
approach to his driving and is easy to work with. He can see 
where to make up time and put that into practice. It’s too much 
to expect him to challenge for the championship in his first year, 
but he’s going to be quick enough to feature and I’m looking 
forward to that.”

Jordan completed around two events worth of lapping and 
some practice starts in drying conditions at Blyton and is due 
to test the G-Tech Focus twice more (at Blyton and in a Lydden 
track day) before the opening round of the BRC at Lydden on 
Easter Monday.

Jordan test boosts G-Tech

Want the inside line on Autograss racing?
Check out Supergrass magazine

Click here for details

www.kentcams.com
www.supergrassmagazine.com
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Yvan Muller won the 
Andros Trophy ice racing 
championship for the tenth 
time, and secured his third 
successive title for Kia after 
taking a tactical run through 
the final round of the 
championship in La 
Besse.

While Muller 
maintained his 
position as best of 
the ice racers, there 
was also a success 
for Rallycrosser Jérôme 
Grosset-Janin who claimed 
the ‘Promotion’ title after a 
solid campaign at the wheel 
of a new Citroën C4 run 

by Olyméca. Grosset-Janin 
narrowly beat Margot Laffite, 
who raced for the heavily 
promoted Fiat team, to win 
the ‘Promotion’ trophy.

“I am really glad to have 
won, I constantly fought, 
by taking risks for the 
least point, and my 
asset was consistency; 
I was present on all 
the podiums of the 
Promotion classification,” 
said Grosset-Janin (left) 

who won the ‘Promotion’ 
section six times in the 14-
event series.

Grosset-Janin was classified 
22 overall in the Andros Trophy.

Riviére’s riot
French Rallycross Championship 
hopeful Benjamin Riviérre 
scored s sensational second 
place finish in the first leg of 
the final round of the Andros 
Trophy.

Driving a Fiat Stilo in his first 
event of the year, Riviére chased 
home champion-elect Muller in 
the first race but was out of luck 
in the second where he was 
classified 31st.

Laurent Fouquet was best 
of the Rallycrossers in the 
championship, guding his 
Renault Clio to third place in 
the last race and sixth in the 
championship.

Muller takes tenth Andros crown 

– ‘Promotion’ title for Grosset-Janin

www.gprdirect.com
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■ ROLF VOLLAND WILL use his new Skoda to defend the 
German Rallycross Championship won in 2005. However, he 
actually won his home title at the wheel of Milan Schmied’s 
similar car as his own was not ready. Volland’s toughest rival for 
the 2006 title now looks like being Schmied…

■ SWEDISH SUPERNATIONAL STAR Tony Croon is set to 
make the step up to Division One with an ex-Michael Jernberg 
Focus. Croon is expected to concentrate on the Swedish 
championship, but is likely to contest at least his home ERC 
round.

■ THE MDA IS again running an ‘allrounders’ championship 
which includes three Rallycross events alongside the circuit 
races, two sprints and two autocrosses.

■ MICHAEL BOAK HAS been on the promotional trail again, 
this time the Newcastle-based racer lectured to engineering 
students. Speaking twice to separate classes of 18 and 28 
students, Boak gave specific details of the build of his Audi TT as 
well as general information about Rallycross.

■ MITSUBISHI DRIVER STEVE Hill has Julian Godfrey prepared 
engine in his E3 Lancer for the 2006 season. Hill will focus his 
attention on the MSA British Championship this year but will also 
take in other events, including the English Masters.

■ AFTER A YEAR out of action, Hastings-based Mark Watson is 
set to return with a totally revamped Ford Focus. The car now 
uses a turbocharged Duratec engine, as well as being fitted with 
new suspension and being lighter.

Valkenswaard to host INC

There will be an Inter Nations Cup event again in 2006, 
although it is billed as the Inter Nations Cup for Rallyracing, in 
deference to the fact that it will take place on the Eurocircuit 
at Valkenswaard which opted to run its Rallycross events as 
Rallyracing a handful of years ago.

Sjaak Noordermeer, of Eurocircuit organiser the NRV, has 
chosen to run the INC as a means of celebrating the venue’s 
35th anniversary: “We want to make something special for the 
anniversary. We have chosen to run an Inter Nations Cup, to 
demonstrate that a lot of countries are involved with the sport,” 
he said.

The NRV will promote the June 18 event with Rallycross 
Promoters Ltd, who were behind the last running of the INC, 
won by Norway at Croft in 2004 (above). This year the event 
will be run for cars complying with Division One, Division One-
A, Supernational and Super Series 200 regs. Each Nationals team 
will be permitted one car from each class. The event will be run 
over three sets of qualifying heats and finals, with points awarded 
on finishing position in every race.

RPL has already committed to providing an English team for 
the event and is considering a separate Welsh squad. Drivers will 
be chosen following the first two Super Series events.
■ Yokohama has become an associate sponsor of the Rallycross 
Super Series and continues as control tyre supplier in Minicross, 
Stock Hatch and Junior Rallycross. Yokohama retains its similar 
position with the BRDA administered MSA BRC, BRDA and 
BTRDA championships.
■ A new class has been added to the Minicross Drivers 
Association’s Clubmans Championships, MDA Revivals. The 
new category is aimed ‘older’ two-wheel drive cars and includes 
capacity splits at 1400, 1600, 2000 and over 2000cc. The class is 
set to debut at the March 12 English Masters at Croft.

C2 outing for Jordan

Andrew Jordan will become the first British driver to race 
in Citroën Sport’s Challenge C2 when he takes part in the 
opening round of the championship in May.

The Challenge C2 is the support race for the French round 
of the FIA European Rallycross Championship at Mayenne and 
Jordan is taking part both to gain experience and in order to get 
his first look at the ERC.

“The BRC season in the G-Tech Focus is Andrew’s first 
priority but this is a good opportunity for him and won’t 
interfere with the BRC,” said Jordan’s father Mike.

In taking part Jordan is registered for the Challenge C2 and 
is eligible to compete again later in the year if the opportunity 
arises. He is expected to test one of the 150bhp C2s before the 
Mayenne event.



Peter 
and the 
Lion

Chris ‘The Voice’ 

Wurzer takes a look 

at Ramler’s career 

and his plan for 2006 

when he’ll race a new 

Seat Leon and make 

his first ERC trips.

The 2006 season draws 

ever closer and more 

drivers unveil new 

cars. A backwater for 

too long, Austria has 

a rising star in Peter 

Ramler, who is a man 

with a clear plan.



Beside the new vehicles set to 
appear in the various national 
championships or the ERC, 
there will be a significant new 
car from Austria this year. 

Owner of this new Seat 
Leon is Peter Ramler who 
joined the Austrian Rallycross 
Championship in 1998.

At the beginning of his 
Rallycross career, Ramler was 
labelled as a wild dog and 
sometimes drove really hard. 
Especially with his first vehicle, 
an old non-homologated VW 
Golf I Turbo. 

After changing to Division 
One, he became more 
experienced and was 
successful in driving a VW 
Golf III T16 4x4. In both 2000 
and 2003 he was runner-up 
in the Austrian Rallycross 
Championship. At the same 
time his team, which has one 
of the loudest discos in the 
paddock, became quieter and 
more professional in its work. 

With the level of 
competition increasing, 
especially with a number of 
very quick new cars from 

the Czech Republic, Ramler 
realised that he wouldn’t be 
able to win the championship 
with his Golf. In addition the 
special construction of his 
transmission often caused 
problems, so he resolved to 
build a new car.

Initially he considered 
staying with the VW marque 
and building a Golf V, before 
eventually deciding on the 
Golf’s near relation, the Seat 
Leon. With other Golfs already 
in the sport, the exclusivity of 
being the only Leon racer won 

the day. Ramler took a break 
from racing to build the new 
car which he originally wanted 
to use in the autumn of 2005. 
However, the project was 
delayed several times as new 
ideas were incoporated.

Now 31 years old and 
engaged with two children, 
garage proprietor Ramler 
has some clear aims. First to 
participate at the complete 
Austrian and the Central 
European Zone championships 
and also at some ERC rounds.

Confident that he is well 

prepared for the battle for the 
national crown, Ramler hopes 
to achieve respectable results 
when he ventures into the 
ERC. Indeed his expectation is 
that it should be possible to fix 
his very first national title and 
become a regular big scorer 
at the European championship 
with his brand new vehicle, 
the very first Seat Leon T16 
4x4 on the International 
Rallycross stage.

The Seat Leon is not the 
latest model, but in Rallycross 
still unique. The four-

cylinder engine with Garrett 
turbocharger is estimated 
to produce around 550 bhp 
and 610 Nm of torque. After 
suffering gearbox problems 
in his previous car, Ramler 
has chosen a new six-speed 
sequential Sadev for the Leon.

Austrian fans have one great 
new car to look out for, but if 
Tristan Ekker can also realise 
his project and complete 
the exciting new Polo T16 
4x4 then they will be able 
to enjoy two cars unique in 
International Rallycross
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Preview: The 2006 season
Major events you really ought to see

BRC at 
Lydden
The MSA British Rallycross Championship looks like having 
a great year in 2006 and there is no better place to see it 
than at Lydden.

The viewing circuit par excellence, Lydden’s two Bank 
Holiday Monday events are both well attended but we’d 
tip Easter Monday as best of the lot, specially as it’s the 
opening round of the championship. On a nice day (as in 
the pictured August 2005 event), Lydden is a top place 
to be, but even if the weather isn’t so good in April, you 
won’t miss out on the action as the spectator car park 
overlooks the circuit and you can watch from the comfort 
of your own car.



Lohéac – make the pilgrimage
Lohéac is the ultimate expression of what 
Rallycross can be and if you haven’t been, 
you really owe it to yourself.

If you haven’t already got Momarken 
pencilled into your diary for the first 
weekend in September, reserve the 
date now and start planning your trip to 
Lohéac – the jewel in the crown of the 
French Rallycross Championship.

Consistently the best attended 
Rallycross event in the known universe, 

it’s a bad day in Lohéac if the event draws 
less than 30,000 spectators and last year’s 
sun-drenched weekend set a new record 
with an official attendance of 45,000.

There are lots of reasons why Lohéac 
is able to achieve things that few other 
events could even dream of, but that’s 
not the point. This is the Rallycross event 
and if you’re a true fan you really have to 
go at least once. Consider it a pilgrimage 
to a holy place for the sport.

It is – currently – also the only track in 
France to operate a Joker Lap. For more 
than two decades a big flat track, the 
venue was also recently added to by the 
inclusion of a jump.

The venue also boasts a car museum 
and, when were last there, the local 
village so deeply involved in the event 
that the race commentary was relayed 
into local bars and restaurants!
■ www.rallycrossloheac.net
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RESISTANT RACE SUITS

www.awsracewear.com
FOR BROCHURE OR SALES CALL

01233 638498

www.rallycrossloheac.net
www.76racing.co.uk
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Scandinavia: Go North!
A Swedish championship event at Älvsbyn would be 
well inside my top ten Rallycross events ever, and 
trips to national events at Tynset and Momarken in 
Norway not far behind it.

Scandinavia is a great place to visit any time, 
Rallycross there in the summer is top stuff and to see 
something really special you need to head north.

The SRC goes to Kalix – roughly where Sweden 

and Finland meet in the Gulf of Bothnia at the top of 
the Baltic Sea – but you’ll also find quality action at 
Piteå and Älvsbyn where Supernational cars will top 
the bill.

The summer days are long – just an hour or so of 
dusk in the middle of the night – that far north and 
it all helps the atmosphere. The whole of Sweden in 
on holiday in July, so it’s more relaxed than usual.

Norwegians make an annual invasion of 
neighbouring Sweden for the ERC round at Höljes 
in July (above), but they’ve plenty of good events at 
home too. The Norwegian championship doesn’t 
include Division One, so Supernational is the big 
thing to look for.

Bergen should be a good one, as should the finale 
at the developing Gardemoen venue.
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Sparco 3 layer race suits £235.00
Stilo WRC 03 helmet £329.54
Sparco Pro Jet from £161.00
Roll cages (FIA approved) with
door bars in stock from £287.48
Sparco FIA seats from £98.95
Sabelt FIA 4 point harness £98.31
Perspex window kits (4mm)
from £110.00
Extinguishers from £42.37
FIA Battery master switches 
from £19.35
Engine pre-heater systems 
from £284.80
Varley batteries from £69.78
Rallypro pro wetsuit £169.95
Quick disconnect fittings by 
Jiffy-tite from £10.14
Brake lights from £2.90

Clutches, brakes, bearings, 
suspension, fuel tanks, gauges, 
air filters, tools, steering wheels, 
alloy wheels, alignment,
scales….whatever you need 
just call.
DELIVERY
UK up to 25kgs next day £8.25
Sweden* up to 30kgs £18.28
Norway* up to 30kgs £29.35
*Door to door service
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www.demon-tweeks.co.uk
www.demon-tweeks.co.uk
http://www.demon-tweeks.co.uk/products/ProductList.asp?cls=MSPORT&grp=MP017&pgrp=M003&tlgrp=M003


Competition Cars, Engines & 
Transmissions

Vast Experience in
Ford RS200 – Cosworth YB – Metro 6R4 – Jaguar ‘E Type’

F1 Megatron – Subaru – Mitsubishi Engines
COSWORTH ENGINES
Built to all specifications
from Road to Rallycross

producing up to 
740bhp and 540lb/ft torque

We offer a Complete Service for Competition & Performance Cars
Transmission – Turbocharger Building & Modifications • Supply & 

Installation of Pectel & Gems Management Systems
RS200 & Ford  Motorsport Parts Supplied • Welding & Fabrication 

of Components & all Types of Tig Welding
Bodyshell & Car Preparations for all Types of Racing 

Full Machine Shop Facilities
Latest fully instrumented SuperFlow 902 Engine Dynamometer

Tel. 0044 1435 865999 • Fax 0044 1435 865947

www.racetuners.com • e-mail Frances@racetuners.com
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Or you could go to…
If you’re quick off the mark, and can find a 
cheap flight, the Stade de France on March 18 
should be blast.

The boys and girls of the Andros Trophy get 
their non-championship season closing event on 
a specially constructed ice track in the national 
stadium. 

And if you miss this one, but still fancy some 
stadium-style racing and a trip to France, why 
not make a diary note for December’s race of 
Champions.

The ERC’s first trip to Hungary (July 22/23) 
promises to be an interesting event and a good 
one to visit for those looking for something a 
little different. The Hungarian scene appears 
to be reasonable healthy but the invasion of 
the ERC circus will represent something of a 
culture shock for the locals for who the biggest 
events they have been exposed to so far are 
rounds of the Central Europe Zone series.

Looking back to Scandinavia, Denmark may 
not be the hub of the Rallycross universe but the 
die-hard racing fan looking for a full weekend of 
action should check out the Motorsport festival 
at the Ørnesdalbanen. Close to Fredrikshavn in 
the North of Jutland, the Ørnesdal event runs 
over three days at the end of July and includes 
folkracing and Rallycross.

The event is promoted by Fredrikshavn and 
Sæby Auto Sport, look out for details in due 
course on its website at www.fsas.dk

Denmark is friendly and relaxed but if you’re 
looking for the craic then you need to head 
West and chart a course for Mondello Park.

The Irish championship is strong and its 
closer links with the British series will help 
both championships. The October 1 joint 
IRC/BRC event should be the biggest of the 
year at Mondello. Nearby Naas is buzzing on a 
Saturday night, so make a weekend of it.

Hungarian racers, like Gyorgy Fodor, are likely to be left chasing the pack when the ERC debuts at Nyirad

www.racetuners.com
www.fsas.dk
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