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Sideways forward
The good news keeps coming!

The end of 2005 and start of 2006 produced 
some great news for Rallycross fans and it’s 
continued this month.

The FIA’s plans to create a new class to cover 
the gap left by what appears to be the inevitable 
demise of the Division Two Group N cars 
shows admirable forward planning. That the 
Off Roads Commission has grasped the nettle 
and propose to replace the shopping cars with 
proper Rallycross cars is highly commendable 
and illustrates an open-minded approach to the 
problem at hand.

Best of all, for those of us who watch what 
happens on the track is that the ORC is 
prescribing a rear-wheel drive class, so not 
only might this breed of restricted Rallycross 
‘specials’ be technically interesting enough to 
stimulate engineers, but they should also see 
a very welcome return to some good old-
fashioned sideways Rallycross.

On top of this there is the long awaited 
confirmation from Kenneth Hansen that he will 
race in 2006 and that he has a new C4 in build.

So we will get our Hansen v Rustad battle!
         rallycrossworld@myriorama.com
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Briefing
New FIA class offers  
proper Rallycross cars
The FIA thrust Group N upon Rallycross drivers back in 1993, 
the ‘Normale’ cars replacing the Group A machines that had been 
introduced in 1982.

Prior to this cars had been built and prepared for Rallycross, 
but the restrictions imposed by the homologation rules of 
both Group A and Group N meant that Rallycrossers were 
forced to mix and match from a parts bin developed either for 
racing or rallying in order to create a Rallycross car. Neither 
was perfect and both the Group A cars and the Group Ns 
– in both their four-wheel drive and more recent front-wheel 
drive states – were more expensive to build and run than they 
should have been. On top of this the classes were wide open to 
‘interpretation’ of the regulations.

Neither class was created for Rallycross and by importing them 
the powers that be also picked up a load of unnecessary baggage. 
In sidestepping these categories to create the new rear-wheel 
drive class that is being lined up to replace Division Two, the 
FIA ORC  puts itself in the position of being able to cherry pick 
known construction regulations from Division One and impose 
some clear and simple limitations to produce what has the 
makings of a very good class.

With the 1600cc/850kg cars of Division One-A appearing to 
become the ERC’s entry point, and the 2.0-litre turbocharged/
1200kg Division One cars remaining the pinnacle of the sport, 
the new 2.0-litre, rear-wheel drive class (the best 2.0-litre fuel-
injected motors will be closing on 300bhp) would sit nicely in the 
framework at something like 950-1000kg. 

The downside, if there is one, is that the cars will close to 
Scandinavia’s tried and tested Supernational, but almost certainly 
not as fast. The FIA could simply have adopted Supernational as 
an international class – although the potential loss of competitors 
could have left national series in Sweden, Norway and Finland 
much weakened.

Fans do have something to cheer. Division Two is okay if you 
get a close race, but the new rear-drive cars will be great to 
watch everywhere.
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The FIA Off Roads Commission is 
planning a category to replace the Group 
N-based Division Two in the European 
Rallycross Championship.

The outline regulations for the new 
class detail a breed of car designed 
for Rallycross and conceived with the 
intention of being quick and interesting 
for drivers as well spectacular and 
entertaining for spectators.

The class will be based on  cars that 
have a current Group A homologation, 
but is for rear-wheel drive cars only and 
will permit models produced as front-
wheel drive to be converted to rear-
wheel drive configuration. The maximum 
engine capacity for the category will be 

2.0-litres and forced induction is not 
permitted.

The new class will be introduced as a 
‘Cup’ class in 2007 and the expectation 
is that it will become a full championship 
class in 2008.

“We have to look to the future and if 
Division Two dies then we should have 
something to put in its place,” said ORC 
President Andy Lasure, “I think this will 
be a good class, everyone likes to watch 
rear-wheel drive cars and for drivers they 
are fun to race.”

The category will, like Division One-A 
draw on elements of the Division One 
chassis regulations to allow the rear-
wheel drive conversion. It is likely that 

a minimum weight will be included, but 
there is no news on what that may be yet.

 The ORC appears to have outlined a 
class that will sit well between Divisions 
One and One-A, but it must be careful 
when defining the details such as 
minimum weight that it allows the cars 
to be quick enough to be attractive to 
potential competitors. The possibility to 
use a mass-produced non-homologated 
car – as per the current Division One 
rules – should also be considered in order 
to maximise variety in the class.

There has been an exodus from D2 this 
winter – it seems likely some ERC rounds 
will be non-points events – and many 
predict the class is now in terminal decline.

Oversteer overhere
FIA plans new rear-drive class to replace Division Two
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Hansen’s C4 is in build
Kenneth Hansen has a Citroën C4 in build for the 2006 season.

Hansen was working with Citroën on Rally Sweden and 
unavailable for comment when this issue of Rallycross World 
closed, but has told our sources that he “has a new project”.

At the end of the 2005 season, and with Citroën’s motor sport 
plans still to be decided, the 13-time FIA European Rallycross 
Champion was unable to confirm even if he would continue to 
race in 2006. Seeing it as preferable to stop rather than compete  
without the assistance of a manufacturer, Hansen’s plans were on 
ice over the winter.

During that time Hansen maintained that it was not too late 
for his KHM team to build a C4 for 2006: “The body and chassis 
takes most time but Citroën has done a lot of the work that 
we need and I am in touch with Olivier Anne’s team [which 
committed to the C4 early and will have its car ready to test in 
March] so we will have an exchange of information. I think we 
can build a car in about 12 weeks,” Hansen said.

Hansen has retained his 2005 title winning Xsara WRC and has 
the possibility to start the season with the proven car if the C4 is 
either not ready or has not been successfully tested ahead of the 
ERC’s opening races in Portugal and France at the start of May.

■ STOCK HATCH GRADUATE Simon White’s new Renault Clio 
SuperModified is nearing completion and is scheduled to test late 
in February or in early March. White plans a full schedule of BRC 
events with the car which is being built by Xsport Racing.

■ RUSSELL ETHERINGTON WILL give his Renault Clio 
V6 SuperModified challenger a power boost by adding a 
supercharger ahead of the start of the 2006 season.

■ RON SNOECK’S DOUBLE title winning Seat Ibiza is now 
owned by Chris Petrakovits. The Austrian is teaming up with 
compatriot Willy Salzgeber (Focus WRC) for a full ERC season.

■ MICHAEL JERNBERG HAS dropped plans to build a Volvo 
S40-based challenger for the 2006 season and will instead 
replace his 2005 car with a new 06-type Focus. 

■ SVERRE ISACHSEN WILL drive the Focus used last year 
by Guttorm Lindfjell in his assault on the 2006 FIA European 
Rallycross Championship. Isachsen’s team stripped the car to 
a bare shell and is completely rebuilding it. The team’s second 
car, which Isachsen drove to three event victories in 2005, is 
receiving a less extensive rebuild and will be raced during 2006 
by Tommy Rustad. Both cars will continue to use engines and 
transmissions prepared by Julian Godfrey Engineering.

www.kentcams.com
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Mark Watson has bought 
Laurent Terroitin’s Citroën 
Xsara WRC and will contest 
the 2006 MSA British 
Rallycross Championship.

The hotelier drove 
successfully in a variety of 
cars before taking a break 
from racing to concentrate 
on business: “Except for the 
one event I did at Mondello 
a year ago, I haven’t raced 
for about nine years,” said 
Watson who will prioritise 
the BRC in a busy season, 
“I’m fully committed to the 
British championship that’s 
definite. My first event will 
be the first round of the Irish 

championship and if things 
go well I may stick with the 
Irish championship. I’m also 
planning to do at the Croft 
Super Series events because 
they are local to me.”

The Xsara will be prepared 
by Tony Bardy Motorsport 
but run on events by Watson’s 
own team and is to be 
repainted in the predominantly 
pink and black colour scheme 
of primary sponsor Jersey 
Farm Hotel.

To date Watson’s only 
outing in a Supercar has been 
in a Mondello RallySprint in 
December 2004 in which he 
set top five times at the wheel 

of John McCluskey’s Peugeot 
306 Supercar. Plans for 
Watson to contest the 2005 
BRC in the car fell through 
when McCluskey sold the 306 
to George Tracey.

Terroitin used his Xsara to 
win French titles in 2003 and 
’04. The car has been seen 
once previously in the UK, 
when Terroitin took second in 
the 2004 British GP at Croft.

Along with the arrival of 
Andrew Jordan (Focus) and 
Christopher Evans’ decision to 
tackle the BRC with his Opel 
Astra, Watson is the third new 
Supercar driver to commit to 
the 2006 BRC.

Watson launches BRC comeback 

with Terroitin’s Citroën Xsara WRC

www.gprdirect.com
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A Green Engineering 
(Lincoln) Ltd

• Cylinder head modification
• Valve guide manufacture
• Valve seat manufacture
• Alteration of drive shaft
• Cylinder block modification
• Flywheel modifications
• One-off part machinest 
 to batch runs
Unit 3 Whisby Road, North Hykeham, Lincoln, LN6 3QT

Tel: 01522 800975 Fax: 01522 800976
e-mail: info@agreenengineering.com  
www.AGREENENGINEERING.COM

Who is…
MARK WATSON

Having 
raced 
for many 
years 
under 
his stage 
name 
of “Mad 

Mark” the former DJ, turned 
hotelier is back from a nine-
year break and armed with a 
Supercar Citroën Xsara.

Now 37, Watson 
previously raced everything 
from an autocross Mini 
to a Group N Escort RS 
Cosworth.

The provider of 
impromptu paddock discos, 
County Durham-based 
Watson is not to be confused 
with Hastings-based Mark 
Watson who races a 
SuperModified Ford Focus.

Pinomäki in 
D1-A Clio
Double Division Two champion 
Jussi Pinomäki will graduate to 
Division One-A this year with a 
brand new Renault Clio RS.

The Finn had 
hoped to make 
the move to 
Division One 
but has revised 
his plans after 
being unable 
to secure the 
running budget necessary for a 
Supercar.

Among a number of front 
running D2 men making the 
switch in 2006, the highly 
rated Pinomäki is using D1-
A as a staging post on the 
road realising his ambition of 
building and racing a Division 
One car.

■ CZECH TEENAGER TOM Kotek will remain in Division 
Two for the 2006 season in which he will drive the ex-Magnus 
Eriksson Honda Civic Type R.

■ VETERAN DUTCH RACER Jan Langenberg has struck a deal 
to rent Jos Kuypers’ 2005 Focus for six events. Langenberg will 
drive in four rounds of the Belgian/Dutch championships as well 
as the ERC rounds at Maasmechelen and Valkenswaard.

■ MARCUS NILSSON HAS strengthened his ties with Peugeot 
Sweden. Nilsson is trying to buy Eddy Benezet’s 206 WRC to use 
this year and plans a Division One 207 for the 2007 season.

Duo boosts marshals
The British Rallycross Drivers Association will run an incentive 
scheme for marshals at all rounds of the MSA BRC.

The programme has been made possible by financial support 
from Duo which has added to its commercial backing of current 
British champion Pat Doran by offering £4000 to assist with 
retaining and recruiting marshals.

Doran singled out event marshals for special praise when he 
collected his British championship trophy: “There’s a great group 
of marshals at rallycross events, the best anywhere, and we 
should all recognise the support they give us all,” said Doran.

“BRDA tries to thank its marshals in a tangible way at every 
event, the support from Duo means we will be able to provide 
substantial incentives to everyone who helps out,” said BRDA 
chairman John Horton. Details of the scheme will be announced 
in the lead up to the BRC opener at Lydden on April 17.

FIA sees sense on sequential 
shifts for Division One-A
It will be permitted to use sequential gearboxes in Division One-
A Rallycross cars from 2007 onwards.

The FIA Off Roads Commission gave notice of the change 
(which remains subject to ratification by the World Motor Sports 
Council at its meeting on March 22) following its January meeting 
in Cologne.

Although the restriction to ‘H’ pattern gearboxes was aimed 
at controlling costs, it always appeared a shortsighted and 
unnecessary restriction in the class. The change is good news 
for prospective competitors for whom the growing availability 
of Super1600 equipment will now be a ready source of 
components. It will be less welcomed by those graduating from 
Division Two this year who will face the expense of having to 
buy an ‘H’ pattern gearbox this year and then replace this with a 
sequential shift box for 2007.

Joker Lap can be played
Those event organisers wishing to include the Joker Lap in their 
ERC events will be permitted to do so, providing the circuit 
meets the regulations.

The Joker lap entails the inclusion of an extra corner in a track. 
Every driver must pass through this diversion once in each heat 
or final. By artificially altering the race order – the Joker Lap is 
designed so that it usually adds between three and five seconds 
to a lap time – it is argued that the Joker Lap makes for better 
racing. Opponents argue that it is a false method of provoking 
competition and point out that it is potentially dangerous. The 
system has been used in Sweden for two years without incident.

www.agreenengineering.com


Sweden: Urban legend
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National Rallycross Championships
Supporting classes in Sweden, France and Britain + Euro roundup

Extrovert and flamboyant, but with 
the discipline and ability to turn in 
neat, tidy and very fast laps when 
needed, Urban Bergström is a hard 
act to beat and in the 2005 season 
there were few in the Supernational 
field who could match him.

The Supernational and Junior series 
in Sweden appeared at three of the 
four events that formed the Division 
One/Two championship and added 

an early season visit to Strängnäs as 
well as summer visits to Skelefteå and 
Älvsbyn in the far north to make a 
six-round schedule.

Well supported and intensely 
competitive, Supernational produced 
five different event winners but 
Bergström emerged champion by the 
considerable margin of 20 points after 
delivering by far the most consistent 
campaign.

Benny Isberg won the opener at 
Strängnäs and it was Tony Croon 
who led the way at Arvika before 
Bergström grabbed wins at Skelefteå 
and Kalix. Division One refugee Ola 
Stenvall bagged the win at Älvsbyn 
and the finale at Kinnekulle fell to 
Jimmy Holmkvist.

The accompanying Junior 
championship is run for drivers under 
21-years-old and using Group N cars.

There were 14 drivers in the 
category during the year and, 
impressively, 12 of them drove in all 
six events.

The title race went right down 
to the final round where Linus 
Emilsson (Saxo VTS) took his only 
win of the year and pipped the 
similarly equipped Mattias Ledin to 
the championship crown by just four 
points.

Ledin won at Kalix and Älvsbyn and 
was a clear second ahead of David 
Johnasson who won at Strängnäs.

Division Two in the main 
championship was won by Jussi 
Pinomäki who made his trips from 
Finland profitable by winning round 
one and then keeping the locals in 
check. Niklas Hagström won at Höljes 
and Kalix while Mattias Thörjesson 
was top dog at Kinnekulle.



France: Laboulle, no dreams
Laurent Chartrain made a race of it 
but ultimately was unable to stop Marc 
Laboulle realising the power of his dream 
and taking the French Division Two 
crown with his Honda Civic Type R.

France looks like the last bastion of 
Group N racing, but while 33 drivers 
scored points in 2005, just five of 
them appeared at all 11 rounds of the 
championship. Laboulle won four times 
but it was his staggering consistency – he 

was on the podium at every round – that 
beat the opposition fair and square.

Chartrain and third placed Mikael 
Pailler won twice each and Jussi Pinomäki  
was an A finalists in each of his four starts, 
winning round one. Sebastien Tertrais and 
Belgian Jody Lannoye took one win each.

The Morize brothers, Marc and 
Fabrice, lost their grip on Division Three 
(home to the spectacular four-wheel 
drive ‘T3’ cars) as Gaetan Sérazin lifted 
the title with his Peugeot 307.

The Morize boys took three wins each, 
but Sérazin bagged four victories and 
never finished lower than fifth to win.

Division Four rounds up a host of 
otherwise redundant Group A-based 
machinery and was won by three time 
event winner Thiery Jan’s Renault Megane 
Coupe. Bertrand Divaret started with a 
C2 but regressed to a Saxo in which he 
won two events late in the year to take 
second place ahead of former champ 
Kevin Jacquinet’s Peugeot 306.
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Britain: Ward quits at the top
He’s been a fixture of the British scene for more 
than two decades, during which time he’s notched 
up numerous titles, but Dave Ward used the 
occasion of his 2005 British SuperModified title 
success to announce his move out of Rallycross.

The SuperModified class was wide open in 2005, 
and Ward had to work hard for the crown. He 
won ‘only’ once – at Knockhill in May which was, 
surprisingly, his first appearance at the Scottish track 
– but was reliable and consistent, something few of 
opponents could claim to have been.

Outgoing champion Dave Bellerby ran Ward 
closest but four wins couldn’t overcome two non-
scores as Bellerby endured a difficult season with his 
new Peugeot 206.

Stars of the class in ’05 were Michael Coyne 
who placed third in first full BRC season and Kevin 
Procter who won two of his four BRC starts in his 
first year of Rallycross.

Stock Hatch have lost something in quantity but 
has retained quality. Rodney Green swept all before 
him in 2005 during which he bagged the Stock Hatch 
title within the British championship, beat allcomers 

to take the overall BRDA title and then, for good 
measure, added outright victory in the BTRDA 
Clubmans Rallycross Championship to his haul.

Julian Godfrey won four times to Green’s three 
wins, but was less consistent and finished up four 
points down on his rival.

The Junior championship (for 14 to 16-year-olds) 
was also closely fought but four event wins carried 
the day for Andrew Jordan.

Kyle Orr won three times and was generally 
Jordan’s closest rival while Ash Simpson starred in his 
self-prepared car and ended the year third.
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Sparco 3 layer race suits £235.00
Stilo WRC 03 helmet £329.54
Sparco Pro Jet from £161.00
Roll cages (FIA approved) with
door bars in stock from £287.48
Sparco FIA seats from £98.95
Sabelt FIA 4 point harness £98.31
Perspex window kits (4mm)
from £110.00
Extinguishers from £42.37
FIA Battery master switches 
from £19.35
Engine pre-heater systems 
from £284.80
Varley batteries from £69.78
Rallypro pro wetsuit £169.95
Quick disconnect fittings by 
Jiffy-tite from £10.14
Brake lights from £2.90

Clutches, brakes, bearings, 
suspension, fuel tanks, gauges, 
air filters, tools, steering wheels, 
alloy wheels, alignment,
scales….whatever you need 
just call.
DELIVERY
UK up to 25kgs next day £8.25
Sweden* up to 30kgs £18.28
Norway* up to 30kgs £29.35
*Door to door service

CODE YZ241B

www.demon-tweeks.co.uk
www.demon-tweeks.co.uk
http://www.demon-tweeks.co.uk/products/ProductList.asp?cls=MSPORT&grp=MP017&pgrp=M003&tlgrp=M003


Competition Cars, Engines & 
Transmissions

Vast Experience in
Ford RS200 – Cosworth YB – Metro 6R4 – Jaguar ‘E Type’

F1 Megatron – Subaru – Mitsubishi Engines
COSWORTH ENGINES
Built to all specifications
from Road to Rallycross

producing up to 
740bhp and 540lb/ft torque

We offer a Complete Service for Competition & Performance Cars
Transmission – Turbocharger Building & Modifications • Supply & 

Installation of Pectel & Gems Management Systems
RS200 & Ford  Motorsport Parts Supplied • Welding & Fabrication 

of Components & all Types of Tig Welding
Bodyshell & Car Preparations for all Types of Racing 

Full Machine Shop Facilities
Latest fully instrumented SuperFlow 902 Engine Dynamometer

Tel. 0044 1435 865999 • Fax 0044 1435 865947

www.racetuners.com • e-mail Frances@racetuners.com
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Rest of Europe
Fortunes continue to fluctuate in the 
traditional territories: the Belgian and Dutch 
championships both fell to Jos Kuypers who, 
on his sabbatical from the ERC, stood head and 
shoulders above everyone in the lowlands.

In Germany Rolf Volland was little troubled as 
he guided his new Skoda Fabia to a convincing 
championship win while Czech Marek Zeman 
needed just five of the Austrian championship’s 
nine events to claim the crown there in his 
similar car.

What should be serving as a step between the 
less well supported national championships and 
the FIA European Rallycross Championship, the 
two ‘zone’ championships now established in 
Europe, have yet to show their worth.

Considering the potential pool of 
competitors, neither is well supported and the 
Central European Zone series in particular 
appears to be an unnecessary addition to the 

calendar in an area already well served by a 
handful of national series.

One of the CEZ’s six rounds was cancelled 
and Hungarian champ Zoltan Harsanyi started 
in just three of the remaining five events to take 
the title with his Mitsubishi Lancer E5. Oh, and 
D2 mustered enough cars to warrant points 
at one event only, the winner there, Roman 
Castoral, is champion by default.

Things were a little brighter in the North 
European Zone, although the fact that only 
three D1 drivers started in all five rounds, and 
the majority in all classes contested only their 
home round, should lead to questions about 
the need for this series: better surely that those 
with a budget for some International races are 
encouraged to the under subscribed ERC.

At the Western edge of Europe, meanwhile, 
the Irish championship is flourishing and in a 
closely contested season new cars and drivers 
challenged, but Dermot Carnegie won again.

Jos Kuypers found little opposition during his self-imposed exile from the ERC, winning the Belgian and Dutch titles

www.racetuners.com
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