
Rallycrossworld • monde • welt • värld

#25 – January 2006

Happy days
Reasons to be cheerful

Second 

C4 for ’06 

French 

series

Ice racing 

and 

Rallycross 

drivers

Snoeck 

takes Golf 

for D1 

move

PREMIER NATIONAL 
SERIES IN REVIEW
HOW FRANCE, BRITAIN 
AND SWEDEN WERE WON

www.myriorama.com


Click it!
Advertisements in Rallycross 
World are interactive – click on 
them to jump straight to the 
advertiser’s website.

And make sure you check 
the whole advert as some 
have multiple links – and 
you wouldn’t want to miss 
anything, would you.

There are also links from 
some editorial items and we 
will always try to offer a live 
link wherever we quote a 
website address in editorial 
content.

Rallycross World is also 
featured at the recently 
launched website  
www.myriorama.com

Subscribe
Rallycross World is published 
monthly and distributed 
exclusively by e-mail

Subscriptions cost £12 per 
year (12 issues) and can be 
made online or by post, click 
the link below for details.

Copyright
Rallycross World is a Myriorama 
production published by Tim 
Whittington.

This publication may not 
be reproduced in whole or 
in part in any form without 
the written consent of the 
copyright holder. Unless 
otherwise stated, all text and 
photographs are © copyright 
Tim Whittington 2005.

Contributors: Eddi Laumanns, 
Johnny & Frieda Loix, Jacques 
Privat, Jan Kåre Rafoss 
– Rallycross Team Norway.
This issue published Jan 13
Next issue published Feb 3
rallycrossworld@myriorama.com
www.myriorama.com

Happy New Year
The weeks either side of the Christmas and 
New Year holidays are usually fairly quiet but 
Rallycross has had its share of good news in this 
period, and there’s more of it bubbling away 
just under the surface…

This issue we take a look at some of the good 
things you can expect to see in 2006 as well as 
taking a look back at the winners of the major 
national championships of 2005. 

Our view that the French, British and 
Swedish championships remain fairly 
evenly matched as the best of the national 
championships remains unchanged entering 

2006. Each of the three series enjoyed a 
successful 2005 season, the Swedish and British 
being particularly closely fought while in France 
they hailed the arrival of a new champion who 
dominated for much of the year.

In many ways these championships are more 
successful than the European series, the format 
of which makes it prohibitive to all but the 
professional or semi-professional racer.

On a seasonal tip, Eddi Laumanns this month 
takes a look at the links between Rallycross and 
Ice Racing.
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Briefing
The 2006 season looks 
like being a good one
New drivers, returning favourites and new cars. Already the 
2006 season looks like being a good one for Rallycross.

We all believe that Rallycross is the best form of motor sport, 
that it has more to offer than other disciplines. Equally many of 
us occasionally feel let down if the sport fails to excite as it has in 
the past.

For so much of its history Rallycross has thrilled because it has 
offered the chance for drivers to use a car that is a little out of 
the ordinary, because of the ferocious intensity of the battles that 
have raged when the masters of the sport have met their match, 
or when some bright new star pops his head over the top and 
shakes up the established order.

These are the kind of things we have to look forward to in 
2006. There are new cars on the horizon. There’s the prospect 
of a fine Scandinavian feud, Swede versus Norwegian as “Crown 
Prince” Tommy Rustad rides into the court of “King Kenneth” 
intent on staking his claim to the throne.

At 37 Rustad is not what you’d call ancient, but he’s old 
enough to be Andrew Jordan’s dad! The 16-year-old makes his 
Supercar debut at Lydden on Easter Monday, but the BRC is also 
the target of another young racer with a bright future.

At 29-years-old Christopher Evans is on the young side for a 
Supercar racer but at the tail end of the 2005 season showed any 
who had yet to be convinced of his ability in a racingcar that he 
can run with the best.

In France Guillame Bergeon is also set to make his mark at 
the top, the 22-year-old C2 Challenge champion joining Jêrome 
Grosset-Janine in the Citroën Ouest squad which is in the unique 
position of fielding two drivers whose combined age is just 
43-years! We should not be obsessed by youth – the fact that 
drivers can remain competitive here beyond the age of 60, and 
that experience counts for as much, often more, than youthful 
bravado is a plus point – but it’s good to see young drivers 
coming through to the top.

2006 looks like being a great year on many levels, so wherever 
you are, start planning to get out there and see some action.

Reasons to be cheerful
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Reasons to be chee
rf

ul PART ONE

Rustad’s 

return

The sense of excitement at Tommy 
Rustad’s full time return to Rallycross 
is palpable. Those who know of the 
Norwegian by reputation are eager to 
see what all the fuss is about, those who 
have seen him drive a Rallycross car 
know only too well what to expect – and 
we can’t wait to see it!

Even though  he has achieved relatively 
little on the international stage, Rustad 

is right up there with the greats of this 
sport – among the very best ever to have 
driven a Rallycross car.

Rustad can deliver the goods, of that 
there is no question, but what he has that 
so few of those who have stepped up 
to challenge Kenneth Hansen possess is 
consistency.

Rustad had this when he climbed 
through the SuperNational ranks to 

emerge as the moan most likely to take 
Martin Schanche’s crown. Trouble was, 
Schanche didn’t want to give it up. Rustad 
was a decade to early.

Hansen clearly isn’t finished yet and the 
end of the 2005 season showed that what 
he relishes is a fight.

There’s little doubt that he’ll get one 
from Rustad who – just so long as he has 
a good car – will fight to the end.
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Reasons to be chee
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ulPART TWO

New shapes 

for 2006

New Rallycross cars, they’re like buses, 
you wait ages for one and then a whole 
bunch of them arrive at once.

There’s still no word on whether 
Kenneth Hansen will drive a C4 or 
continue with the Xsara in 2006, but 
there will be at least two Citroën C4s 
in the French championships for Olivier 
Anne and Guillame Bergeon.

There’s George Tracey’s new 
Peugeot 307CC in the British and Irish 
championships, a brace of ‘06’ Ford 
Focus WRCs from Jos Kuypers and, 
very possibly a new shape Volvo S40 for 
Michael Jernberg – another driver who 
is keen to build more than one car with 
an eye to running a paying driver in the 
second car.

At the top level Rallycross needs to 
have these new cars – it’s vital for the 
image of the sport that the big names 
in the big events are using current 
equipment.

And it’s great for those of us watching 
to see new cars, observe how they 
develop and how those fielding proven 
machinery respond to the new challenge.
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Competition Cars, Engines & 
Transmissions

Vast Experience in
Ford RS200 – Cosworth YB – Metro 6R4 – Jaguar ‘E Type’

F1 Megatron – Subaru – Mitsubishi Engines
COSWORTH ENGINES
Built to all specifications
from Road to Rallycross

producing up to 
740bhp and 540lb/ft torque

We offer a Complete Service for Competition & Performance Cars
Transmission – Turbocharger Building & Modifications • Supply & 

Installation of Pectel & Gems Management Systems
RS200 & Ford  Motorsport Parts Supplied • Welding & Fabrication 

of Components & all Types of Tig Welding
Bodyshell & Car Preparations for all Types of Racing 

Full Machine Shop Facilities
Latest fully instrumented SuperFlow 902 Engine Dynamometer

Tel. 0044 1435 865999 • Fax 0044 1435 865947

www.racetuners.com • e-mail Frances@racetuners.com
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Reasons to be chee
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ulPART THREE

Young blood 

at the top

It’s always good news when new drivers make 
the break into the Supercar/Division One 
category, when that new driver is young it’s 
a bit better. But for teenagers to get a shot at 
racing a good car in the sport’s top class is so 
rare that it’s cause for major celebration.

Andrew Jordan’s graduation from the Junior 
championships to Supercar is as important for 
Rallycross as a whole as it is for the 16-year-old 
driver himself.

It opens the way for others to follow and – if 
the experience is as good for G-Tech as it is for 
Jordan – should also point the way for proper 
teams to make it possible for paying drivers to 
race in Rallycross.

For many youngsters Rallycross will continue 
to be seen as a training ground for rallying, and 
there’s nothing wrong in that. A year or two 
in a Supercar should be ideal training for the 
aspiring WRC driver.
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Sparco 3 layer race suits £235.00
Stilo WRC 03 helmet £329.54
Sparco Pro Jet from £161.00
Roll cages (FIA approved) with
door bars in stock from £287.48
Sparco FIA seats from £98.95
Sabelt FIA 4 point harness £98.31
Perspex window kits (4mm)
from £110.00
Extinguishers from £42.37
FIA Battery master switches 
from £19.35
Engine pre-heater systems 
from £284.80
Varley batteries from £69.78
Rallypro pro wetsuit £169.95
Quick disconnect fittings by 
Jiffy-tite from £10.14
Brake lights from £2.90

Clutches, brakes, bearings, 
suspension, fuel tanks, gauges, 
air filters, tools, steering wheels, 
alloy wheels, alignment,
scales….whatever you need 
just call.
DELIVERY
UK up to 25kgs next day £8.25
Sweden* up to 30kgs £18.28
Norway* up to 30kgs £29.35
*Door to door service

CODE YZ241B
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Two time FIA Division One-A champion Ron Snoeck 
will step up to Division One this year with a VW Golf 
IV Kit Car–based challenger.

The Dutchman has sold his title winning Seat Ibiza 
and replaced it with the Golf which was built for 
and previously used by Belgian Carl Daems. Snoeck 
describes his purchase as “a good base” and will 
complete a total strip and rebuild of the car before 
racing it.

With four-wheel drive, a significant increase in 
power and a new car to learn about, Snoeck has 
decided to restrict his 2006 season to events at 
Maasmechelen and Valkenswaard. While the Belgian 
and Dutch championships are the focus of his season, 
it seems reasonable to expect Snoeck to show up for 
the ERC events at these venues too.

Although not widely used in Rallycross, the Golf 
– which can use the same family of engine as that 

successfully employed in Lars Larsson’s Skoda Fabia 
– has been used with some success by Belgian Jochen 
Coox (pictured). His compatriot Ronny Scheveneels 
is still in the process of building a Golf for Division 
One.

Snoeck is the first driver to attempt the move from 
Division One-A to Division One and his progress will 
be keenly watched by former rivals with their eye on 
graduation to the top of the sport.

Snoeck goes home for D1 move

www.demon-tweeks.co.uk
www.demon-tweeks.co.uk
http://www.demon-tweeks.co.uk/products/ProductList.asp?cls=MSPORT&grp=MP017&pgrp=M003&tlgrp=M003
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Polish Rallycross Champion 
Jacek Ptaszek is set to drive 
in the English Master event 
at Croft in March when he 
hopes to make up for the 
disappointment suffered in last 
November’s Superprix event.

On that occasion the Pole 
(pictured) was knocked 
out of the event early with 
transmission problems in his 
Toyota Corolla WRC.

The English Masters is the 
first of six events organised 
by Rallycross Promoters in its 
2006 Rallycross Super Series.

Along with four UK events, 
the RSS includes events at 
the PS Racing Centre at 

Greinbach in Austria and the 
Westombanan at Arvika in 
Sweden. All six events are 
to be filmed by Hay Fisher 
for  broadcast on Sky Sports. 
A 30-minute programme is 
scheduled to be shown in the 
week following each event.

The MDA Clubmans series 
will accompany the RSS 
again in 2006. It will run at 
all UK RSS events as well 
as adding three standalone 
events at Blyton. Non-
championship classes for 
clubmans competitors will be 
included in the Austrian and 
Swedish events as well at the 
“British Weekend” event at  

2006 RSS/MDA Clubmans
12-03  Croft 
09-04  Anglesey 
14-05 MDA Blyton 
29-05  Lydden 
30-07  Greinbach 
10-09 MDA Blyton 
17-09  Arvika 
15-10 MDA Blyton 
28/29-10 Croft

Pole dancing
Ptaszek back to Croft, RSS sets out ’06 stall

Valkenswaard in Holland on 
July 16.

All RSS and MDA Clubmans 
events will be run using a 
slightly updated version of the 
‘knockout’ format employed 
during last November’s 
Superprix at Croft.

www.gprdirect.com
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Bergeon gets C4 chance
Citroën C2 Challenge champion Guillame Bergeon will graduate 
to Division One of the French Rallycross Championship in 2006 
where he will drive a new Citroën C4.

Bergeon will join Jêrome Grosset-Janine in the Citroën Ouest 
Competition team. The 22-year-old Frenchman will drive a new 
car which Exagon Engineering – who run the Citroën Ouest 
Competition outfit – will build drawing heavily on parts and 
experience gained through running the team’s current Citroën 
Xsara WRC.

Bergeon is keeping his expectations for the 2006 season 
in check and claims it will be a learning year: “It is a beautiful 
challenge, but I have a lot to learn,” said the Frenchman whose 
only previous experience of four-wheel drive comes from a 
brief run in an ice racing BMW and a short test in Citroën Ouest 
Competition’s Xsara at Dreux last October.

Bergeon won four of the six events to become champion in 
the C2 challenge.

Anne’s C4 due in March
French Rallycross Champion Olivier Anne’s new Citroën C4 is 
scheduled to test for the first time in March.

Anne will contest a full French championship season as well as 
venturing to Belgian and Dutch ERC rounds. Depending on his 
position in the FRC, he may also drive in Poland and/or Germany.

■ FORMER FRENCH CHAMPION Laurent Terroitin is taking 
a break from motor sport but has not ruled out a return to 
Rallycross at a later date. The Frenchman has sold his Citroën 
Xsara WRC to a British driver whose identity is undisclosed…

■ CITROËN WILL AGAIN run its C2 challenge alongside the 
French Rallycross Championship. The six-event series will 
support the FRC events at Mayenne (also the French ERC 
round), Faleyras, Châteauroux, Kerlabo, Loheac and October 
event at Alençon.

■ AFTER EIGHT ROUNDS of the Andros Trophy, Jean-Luc 

Pailler was the best ranked of the four French Rallycross drivers 
racing on ice this winter. Pailler, who is racing a Peugeot 206CC 
in the championship, was placed 17th. More information from 
www.tropheeandros.com

■ GEORGE TRACEY REPORTS that his Peugeot 307CC is 
making progress but may not be ready for the opening round of 
the Irish Rallycross Championship on February 5. “We’re getting 
there with the car, it could perhaps be ready for February but I 
don’t want to rush things so I think I’ll be out in the 306. The 307 
should be ready for March, no problem, and it’d be nice to get a 
test in it before going to Mondello,” said Tracey.

www.kentcams.com
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A Green Engineering 
(Lincoln) Ltd

• Cylinder head modification
• Valve guide manufacture
• Valve seat manufacture
• Alteration of drive shaft
• Cylinder block modification
• Flywheel modifications
• One-off part machinest 
 to batch runs
Unit 3 Whisby Road, North Hykeham, Lincoln, LN6 3QT

Tel: 01522 800975 Fax: 01522 800976
e-mail: info@agreenengineering.com  
www.AGREENENGINEERING.COM

THE UK’s No1 BRAND OF FIRE 
RESISTANT RACE SUITS

www.awsracewear.com
FOR BROCHURE OR SALES CALL

01233 638498

Who is…
GEORGE TRACEY Junior

Making his 
debut a 
couple of 
days after 
his 14th 
birthday, 
George Jnr 
is the son 

of Irish rally and Supercar 
Rallycross driver George 
Tracey.

George Jnr is driving the 
Mini previously used by 
Grant Rees and Joe Powis 
to win the Junior Rallycross 
Championship in 2003 and 
2004 respectively. Now 
re-prepared and run by 
Rees, Tracey used the car in 
his debut event at Croft’s 
BRC finale last October and 
made it to the A final, before 
problems curtailed his day.

A full ’06 season is planned.

Jernberg aims 
for Volvo
European Rallycross 
Championship runnerup 
Michael Jernberg is pursuing 
a deal with Volvo that would 
allow him to run a new S40.

Although the Swede’s 
plans are well advanced, and 
he has worked with Ingvar 
Gunnarsson on plans to build 
the new car, it appears that 
he is only willing to switch 
marques if he has some 
support from Volvo.

The FIA’s recent move to 
allow mass produced non-
homologated cars opens the 
door for the new S40 and 
Jernberg’s switch from Ford 
to Volvo isn’t as great as it may 
seem – Ford owns Volvo and 
the S40 shares its basic design 
with the Ford Focus.

■ BEN RENNISON HAS acquired Andrew Jordan’s multiple 
title winning Mini and will race the car in Junior Rallycross events 
this year. Along with the 2005 car, Rennison also bought Jordan’s 
ex-Adam Gould shell and all his spare parts. Rennison (15) is 
the son of 1987 and ’88 MSA British champion Mark. His Junior 
Rallycross campaign will be his first motor sport events.

■ SIMON HORTON IS nearing the completion of a new Rover 
Metro GTi. The Lancastrian will focus his activities on the 
British/BTRDA Championship package and hopes to be able 
to challenge the front runners. Horton will continue to benefit 
through the backing of Castle Cement.

Haffey still looking
Former champion John Haffey has confirmed that he is in the 
market for a Supercar, if a good enough car becomes available.

The Ulsterman, who is currently competing in Autograss 
events, came close to buying Olivier Anne’s French title winning 
Citroën Xsara earlier in the winter: “It looked good to buy 
Olivier Anne’s car and I had a deal going on but at the end it 
didn’t work out,” said Haffey, “I’m still interested in having a 
Supercar, but it’d have to be the right car – there are not many 
good ones out there.”

■ JOS KUYPERS IS going his own way on body panel design 
with the two new Ford Focus that he is building. The Dutchman 
will return to the ERC with his new car in 2006 which he says 
will be better looking than Ford’s WRC models: “Use the WRC 
panels, have you seen the 06 WRC? Yuk, it looks horrible!”

www.76racing.co.uk
www.agreenengineering.com
www.awsracewear.com


France: Alez Anne
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National Rallycross Championships
France, Britain and Sweden continue to be the big hitters

A couple of years ago French 
championship pundits made it clear 
that it was not a case of if Olivier 
Anne would ever win the French 
Championship, but merely a question 
of when.

And when Anne put together that 
championship winning season he did 
it in fine style. Back in 2002, when 
Anne’s ability was truly recognised for 
the first time, he lifted the Division 

Two title in the French championship 
at the end of a season during which 
he’d put together a run of five 
consecutive victories.

In a similar style his 2005 FRC 
success also included a dominant run 
during which he won seven events 
back-to-back.

The rest never really got a look 
in, David Meslier won the opening 
round of the championship in his 

Renault Clio and repeated the trick 
to end the season as he’d started it 
by winning the last event after Anne 
had tangled with outgoing champion 
Laurent Terroitin.

The latter’s year was a muddle: he 
missed the first event as his car was 
not ready and was left to make up 
ground after plans to test the waters 
in the ERC failed to come off. Though 
he was in the A final everywhere, 

and finished second twice, the win 
at Alençon in October provided the 
only example of Terroitin’s artistry.

The FRC remains strong but the 
Division One/Supercar category 
shows the same traits here as in all 
other countries; 24 drivers scored 
points but just four (Anne, Meslier, 
young Citroën Xsara driver Jêrome 
Grosset-Janine and Renault Clio 
driver Mikael Poirier) drove in all ten 

rounds. With Terroitin having sold up, 
Anne gearing up to tackle Europe in 
2007 and Jean-Luc Pailler appearing 
to favour the ERC over domestic 
events – specially when he is being 
made to work increasingly hard at 
home – it’s a trend that looks set to 
continue.

In Loheac – 45,000 spectators in 
2005 – the FRC continues to boast 
the best attended event in the sport.



Britain: Doran ousts Carnegie
After seven events and a full season of racing the destiny of the 
MSA British Rallycross Championship came down to a straight 
race in the championship final at Croft in October.

Pat Doran was lucky to get his new Ford Fiesta ST to the first 
round of the championship at Lydden in April, an engine problem 
almost scuppering the new car’s debut. As it was Doran had to 
commence his season in a new and totally untested car. That he 
ran inside the top three of the Superfinal and eventually finished 
fifth should stand as great testament to the car’s creators MDV 
and Doran’s huge determination. That factor, a resolute refusal 
to be beaten by anything, ultimately brought Doran the crown.

The first four events were not easy for Doran, there were 
technical problems at Mondello at Knockhill, and at Anglesey he 
was forced to use an ‘interim’ engine that lacked punch.

Things turned at Pembrey. In terrible weather conditions 
Doran was unbeatable and sailed home the clear winner 
while championship leader Dermot Carnegie was out of luck 
and, plagued by electrical problems and a broken wiper, was 
powerless to respond to Doran’s challenge.

There was another twist at Lydden where Carnegie got 
tangled up in a first corner crash in the A final and missed the 
Superfinal in which John McCluskey beat Doran to land his 
second win of the year.

It was nip and tuck in the final at Croft, but Doran held steady 
and then delivered when the chips were down, his second event 
bringing him a first MSA title.

The year was highly competitive, McCluskey joining proven 
event winners Carnegie and Doran while Will Gollop made off 
with the spoils in round one.

Assessing the strength of the championship is a little more 
difficult here than in some other countries, but of the 14 
Supercar drivers seen during the year, just four of them starting 
in all seven rounds. The MSA title is also open to SuperModified 
and Stock Hatch racers and of the 39 who scored points 11 
were at every round of the championship.
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Sweden: Last laugh for Larsson
Through various attempts to market the 
championship the SRC has, perhaps, suffered a 
little in the last few years as there has been little 
consistency in its format.

Kenneth Hansen’s decision to drop the SRC from 
his schedule in 2005 should be a worrying sign for 
those in charge – although “King Kenneth” ultimately 
drove in three of the four events, lending his support 
to heavily promoted events at Arvika and Strängnäs 
as well as the series finale on his home Kinnekulle.

Hansen won the opening event at Arvika but didn’t 
make the haul up north to Kalix where – in an event 

delayed by bad weather – Lars Larsson guided his 
Skoda to victory over Per Eklund’s Saab. That set the 
scene for the balance of the season in which Eklund 
and Larsson fought for the title. Michael Jernberg 
won the evening event at Strängnäs where Eklund 
was again second to lead Larsson by a single point 
entering the final round.

At Kinnekulle Larsson and Hansen fought 
throughout the A final, but this time it was the Skoda 
driver who had the upper hand and who sealed the 
championship with his second win of the year.

Eklund placed third in the final round and got 
second in the championship, ahead of Hansen and 

Volvo driver Karl-Gunnar Lundkvist who, in fourth 
place beat sixth placed Ingemar Bjöörn to be best of 
the season’s graduates from SuperNational.

There were 13 Division One/Supercar drivers in 
the SRC and seven of them drove in all four rounds. 
The brevity of championship may help with that 
attendance rate, but this is balanced against huge 
travelling distances for those from the north, and for 
the rest to tackle Kalix.

There are more regular Supercar men here 
than in either France or Britain, but as with those 
championships the SRC is underpinned by its support 
classes, most notably SuperNational.
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Next month
A look at the class 
winners in France, 
Britain and Sweden, 
and a roundup of 
other championships



Edditorial

Rallycross and ice racing have 
a great deal in common, 
explains Godfather of 
Rallycross journalists, Eddi 
Laumanns

Like our beloved Rallycross, which originally started as four-at-a-time racing 
for invited rally drivers, the very popular French ice racing also has its roots 
in rallying. 

The first ice racing events were organised during the 1970s in the French 
winter sports resorts of Serre Chevalier and Chamonix and most of the 
competitors used rather tame rally cars. In 1973 the Dutch DAF factory 
sent the two 1972 DAF 555 4WD Coupés of the Rallycross brothers Jan 
and Harry de Rooy to Serre Chevalier where Frenchman Claude Laurent 
scored a fine fourth place while Wim Luijbregts – today Clerk of the Course 
at the Eurocircuit in Valkenswaard and a former Dutch rally champion 
– made it to 20th place. 

In the mid 1980s the first Rallycross regulars went to the “24 Hours on 
Ice” at Chamonix. I enjoyably remember meeting “American” John Greasley 
and his outfit there in early 1985 who entered John’s beautiful Porsche 
935 4WD for the French sports car ace and Paris-Dakar hero René Metge. 
Together with Swedish Rallycross star Rolf “Myggan” Nilsson, Metge drove 
the BiTurbo monster – which was too powerful for ice racing – until it 
simply fell apart, due to the unbelievably rough track that had been exposed 
after the vital ice had been melted by continuous rainfall.

The “Chamonix 24 Hours”, which actually consisted of only six 
competitions of 40 minutes each, to be driven within 24 hours as three sets 
of one clockwise and one anti-clockwise race, remained as a one-off event 
for many years – till its organiser Franz Hummel started to dream about an 
Ice Racing World Championship with rounds in Canada, Finland, Russia etc. 
Within only three years the by the FIA recognised so-called Ice Race Series 
International (IRSI) burned out like a candle in the wind.

However, the exciting Trophée Andros, initiated by 1982 and 1983 
French Rallycross Champion Max Mamers in cooperation with the compote 
and jam producer Andros, is alive and very well and for 17 consecutive 
years has attracted several car manufacturers, importers and private teams 
with state-of-art four-wheel drive and four-wheel steering prototypes, 

famous racing drivers from many disciplines, as well as thousands of 
spectators to its tracks in France and Andorra and hundreds of  thousands of 
viewers to the small screens.

France, with its insatiable appetite for motor sport and the well promoted 
Trophée Andros remains the strong hold of ice racing today. Rallycrossers 
regularly take part in the championship but have met with little success in 
recent years. This is, perhaps, due more to the fact that we have yet to see 
a Rallycross driver in a top class car run by one of the leading teams than 
any shortcoming in the driving ability of our men.

This year Jean-Luc Pailler has returned again to the Andros events, 
sharing a Peugeot 206CC with “Knapick”. Fellow FRC competitors Jérôme 
Grosset-Janin (Citroën C4), Eric Guillemette (Fiat Stilo) and Laurent 
Fouquet are there too. Fouquet, with a Renault Clio clone, is highest 
achiever so far with three top six finishes to his credit.

In Scandinavia there had been ice racing series during the intense winters 
with all sorts of cars racing on the ice of frozen lakes. A lot of former 
Norwegian and Swedish Rallycross pilots had regularly competed in those 
events and no less a person than Martin Schanche picked his first laurels 
(runner-up in the 1975 Norwegian Ice Racing series) from the ice before 
flying out to Europe to earn himself the “Mister Rallycross” tag. This was 
also the stage in which Terje Schie came to notice for his ice racing exploits 
at the wheel of a Chevrolet Camaro!

At the tiny village of Reuthe near Bezau in the Bregenzer forest, an 
Austrian low mountain range close to the German and Swiss borders, 
Rallycross regular Edy Schuster and the MSC Lauterach are keen to 
establish a snow and ice racing event. The second annual event took 
place on January 7 and 8 2006 and saw, among all kinds of racers, some 
four-wheel drive as well as two-wheel drive pilots from the Austrian and 
German Rallycross scene – who all seemingly had a lot of fun during the hot 
races on the cold surfaces.
For more on the 2006 Trophée Andros click here: tropheeandros.com
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