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Not done yet
The end of another season of Rallycross is 
in sight, but as yet we have almost no new 
champions.

The FIA European championship is set for 
a head-to-head between title holder Kenneth 
Hansen and points leader Michael Jernberg, but 
as Sverre Isachsen has also discovered how to 
win, the fight will be anything but easy and is 
likely to be settled – as have so many before 
– on an autumnal afternoon at Buxtehude.

In France Olivier Anne has now amassed 
six straight wins and looks like becoming the 
worthy champion observers there have been 

predicting he would one day be ever since he 
burst into the competitive championship.

The British championship is also finely poised; 
will Dermot Carnegie add a seventh title, or 
can Pat Doran win through in the first year with 
his Fiesta ST. There’s everything to play for at 
Croft on October 30.

Before all of that the Swedish title will be 
settled in what is likely to be a rare old tussle 
at the Kinnekullering. Wherever you are, and 
whatever the state of your national series, we 
urge you to get out there and see it in the flesh.

         rallycrossworld@myriorama.com
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Briefing
ORC shows enlightened 
thinking on homologation
The proposal from the FIA Off Roads Commission that non-
homologated cars should be permitted in the European Rallycross 
Championship is a significant and important departure from the 
prevailing technical regulations.

The idea does not mean that Rallycross is going to witness the 
sort of hybrid (DAF 4x4 BDA, for example) that prevailed before 
the FIA imposed homologation rules, but does mean that for the 
first time in three decades teams will be able to choose a base car 
that does not appear on the lists of homologated vehicles on which 
to base a Division One car.

In France and Great Britain, where national rules permit the use 
of mass-produced cars, it is already possible to do this and opening 
up the rest of the sport in this manner can only be a good thing.

For instance, without this rule Kenneth Hansen would not be 
able to use the yet to be homologated Citroën C4. And if he is 
unable to use the current production car, how long would Citroën 
in Sweden continue to fund his racing? 

Per Eklund is fortunate that Saab was prepared to go through 
the lengthy and costly homologation procedure on the 93 Aero 
Saloon in order that he could use the car in Rallycross, other 
manufacturers may baulk at this and so the change in rules could 
open the sport to more makes. The only oversight appears to be 
that the ORC is proposing change only for Division One. Division 
One-A has space to fill, why not apply the same principal here too?

We’re less certain of the ORC’s other ideas. Adding an 11th race 
to the ERC schedule in economically shaky times doesn’t, on the 
face of it, appear especially well advised. It’s been said time and 
again down the years, but seems worth repeating, that a system 
of replacing the worst current event with a good new one should 
operate in the ERC. Organisers outside the series would strive to 
attain high standards, and those inside would be kept on their toes.

The ‘Joker lap’ is also set to appear in the ERC next year and 
must be the most contentious idea introduced for many years. It 
seems like a safety risk that need not be taken, as well as a highly 
artificial method of changing the race order. Not all venues can or 
will take it up; where it’s used, its effect will be interesting to see.

ORC okays 11 races in ’06
The FIA Off Roads Commission has proposed 
some significant changes to the 2006 FIA 
European Rallycross Championship, including 
the inclusion of an 11th race.

The inclusion of an event in Hungary will take 
the championship schedule from 10 to 11 races. 
The Hungarian event, the first time the country 
has hosted an ERC round, is scheduled to take 
place as a standalone race on July 22/23. The 
rest of the championship will be run over five 
pairs of weekends, as in previous years.

The calendar also reveals that the Portuguese 
race will take place at Montalegre, the first 
time the Iberian race has been held away from 
Lousada. As yet there is no firm decision on 
which venue will host the Austrian round, but 
Momarken is set for the Norwegian race again.

The ORC has also approved the use of the 
‘Joker lap’ in ERC events, although it is not clear 
how many circuits will take up the option of 
using this.

The third item proposed by the ORC is the 
use of non-homologated cars in Division One. 
This is aimed at allowing teams to use cars 
which manufacturers have not homologated, 
but for which the FIA will issue a technical 
passport. The most notable beneficiary of the 
idea is likely to be Kenneth Hansen who would 
be able to use the yet to be homologated 
Citroën C4. A similar system already operates 
successfully in France and Great Britain where 
non-homologated, mass produced vehicles may 
be used. All the proposals need to be ratified by 
the World Motor Sports Council in October.
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FIA European Championship 
for Rallycross Drivers 2006

06/07-05 P Montalegre
13/14-05 F Mayenne
03/04-06 CZ Sosnova 
10/11-06 A Austria 
01/02-07 S Holjes
08/09-07 N Momarken
22/23-07 H Nyirad 
12/13-08 B Maasmechelen
19/20-08  NL Valkenswaard 
23/24-09 PL Slomczyn 
30/01-10 D Buxtehude

subject to ratification by 
WMSC 26-10-05
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American series closer
Plans to introduce Rallycross to America are progressing, and 
instigator Mark Williams is hopeful that the first event could be 
run in the first quarter of 2006.

Since revealing his plans to run European-style Rallycross 
events in the US (Rallycross World #18, June 2005), Williams 
has been working to lay strong commercial foundations for the 
venture. As a result of this he has moved away from the SCCA 
and has struck a deal with sanctioning body the National Auto 
Sports Association (NASA).

“Following negotiations with the Sports Car Club of America 
(SCCA) and NASA, I have entered into an agreement with 
NASA who will sanction a Rallyracing championship in the 
US,” said Williams, “In addition, professional sports promoter 
– PowerSports – has taken on promoting Rallyracing within 
the US. PowerSports already manages the World Snowmobile 
Association and ATV Championships.”

Williams’ deal with PowerSports will bring television coverage 
to the fledgling championship and once the details of the TV 
package are confirmed a calendar for the inaugural championship 
will be published.

“We will run the first championship over a minimal number of 
rounds, maybe four, in 2006. We are going to run rally car classes 
only and won’t allow true Rallycross cars for several years,” said 
Williams, “It’s still early days and there is a constant pressure 
of time, but in NASA and PowerSports I believe I’ve found two 
partners that can work with me to make Rallyracing a reality in 
the next 12 months.”

Rally cars will be used to build a competitor base in America

■ KOLN CALLING The FIA Off Roads prizegiving will take place 
in Koln (Cologne) on January 14.

■ WAMBERGUE HALTED Eddy Benezet’s plan to put former 
French Rallycross Champion, and all round rally ace, Philippe 
Wambergue into his Peugeot 206 WRC for the Loheac FRC 
round fell apart when the car suffered a component failure in a 
pre-event test. Unable to source spare parts in time, Benezet 
was forced to withdraw the entry for Wambergue.

■ PAILLER’S ANNIVERSARY Jean-Luc Pailler celebrated the 
20th anniversary of his first Rallycross event – in which he drove 
a rented Peugeot 205 GTi – at Loheac early this month.

Michael Boak 
suffered a in 
his good BRC 
season when 
his Audi 
TT rolled 
in this first 
heat crash 
with Chris 
Bellamy’s 
Peugeot 
206. Boak 
will return 
at Croft on 
October 30.

www.kentcams.com
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The 2006 MSA British Rallycross Championship will 
offer a place for full World Rally Cars to compete. 

The British Rallycross Drivers Association, 
which promotes the MSA BRC, had considered 
methods of accommodating World Rally Cars in the 
championship following a recent announcement that 
WR Cars would no longer be eligible in National B 
rallies in the UK.

It then decided to make space for WR Cars when 
the British Rally Championship was revamped 

to focus on Group N and Super 1600 cars, again 
prohibiting the use of WR Cars.

“We will accommodate WR Cars in the British 
Rallycross Championship next year. There are a lot of 
competitors who want to drive that type of car and 
we can offer them a good package of events where 
they can continue to do so,” said BRDA Chairman 
John Horton. The BRDA has already sought informal 
advice from the MSA to ensure its plan to open the 
championship to WR Cars is acceptable.

At present it is not certain whether the WR 
Cars will run within the Supercar category or as a 
separate class in the championship, although given 
the technical differences between the cars, ad the 
fact that WR Cars are not designed to race head-
to-head, the latter seems the most obvious and 
straightforward option at this stage.

A class for WR Cars will also provide an easy 
way into the sport for those rally drivers currently 
pondering a future in Rallycross.

BRC welcomes WR Cars in ’06
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The man who 
would be king
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FIA European Rallycross Championship
Profi le: Michael Jernberg

“He’s better than Kenneth.”
The message from Swedes in the 

know was clear, we should not be 
surprised at the speed of the man 
in the white Sierra RS500 Cosworth.

It’s April 1991 and in the paddock 
for the fi rst round of the FIA 
European Rallycross Championship 
are two white Cossies. Both from 
Sweden, both for drivers embarking 
on their fi rst full ERC campaigns, 
both men who have resided in the 
shadow of compatriot Kenneth 
Hansen.

Christer Bohlin’s car was 
immaculate – as would be every car 
he entered in the sport until he’d 
had his fi ll and moved onto bigger 
things.

The second car, and ex-Stig 
Blomqvist chassis, was tidy, but 
more functional. It was the quicker 
of the two and driven by Michael 
Jernberg. Then just 28-years-
old, Jernberg had cut his teeth in 
Folkracing where he fi rst raced 
at 18, putting in a fi ve-year stint 
until moving to the SuperNational 
category in 1986.

From Skene, Jernberg put in a 
further fi ve years of apprenticeship 
at national level, his best 
championship result being third in 
1990, before making the step up to 
the ERC for the 1991 season.

Jernberg’s class was immediately 
apparent; driving a new car in which 
he had almost no experience, and 
on a track he’d never seen before, 
the Swede qualifi ed fi fth for the A 
Final in which he made up one place 
to fi nish fourth.

The following year he won two 
rounds of the championship, in 
Sweden and Germany, before 
building a Supercar for the 1993 
season. This was the point at which 
Jernberg’s relative lack of fi nance 
really began to show through and he 
managed just six events in ’93.

Good results continued and 
Jernberg was Swedish champion 
in 1995 and ’98, as well as Nordic 
champion in 2001. But the big 
one, the European championship 
continued to elude the quiet Swede 
who moved from his Escort to a 
self-built Focus in 1999.

Signifi cant backing from Kumho 
followed his 2001 success and 
should have been the key to 
challenging for the ERC, but the 
company’s radial tyres were not 
consistently good enough to allow 
Jernberg to fi ght for the title. This 
year, Jernberg has the best of both 
worlds, backing from Kumho but 
the freedom to run the best tyres 
for the conditions and is enjoying his 
most successful season to date.

With three wins to his credit, 
and two events left to run in the 
championship, the 42-year-old leads 
the European championship by one 
point. The championship is far from 
being won, and Jernberg needs to 
continue his supreme form through 
those last two races if he is to stay 
ahead of Hansen.

For those who can see it, it’s been 
plain for years that Jernberg is one of 
the best in Rallycross, now at last he 
may be rewarded for his persistence 
in chasing the European crown.
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UK events get the chop
The September 25 round of the MSA British Rallycross 
Championship at WildTracks has been cancelled.

The venue operator had earlier indicated that it would realign 
the last two corners of the track, but when it became apparent 
to championship organiser BRDA that this would not happen in 
time for the September event, it cancelled the date.

Meanwhile, the September 18 Super Series event at Blyton 
has been cancelled through a lack of entries. The official notice 
of cancellation from the RSS also blamed Blyton’s failure to install 
the new chicane to the track.

BTRDA to Blyton
The BTRDA Clubmans Rallycross 
Championship will have its sixth round 
at the Minicross Drivers Association-
organised event at Blyton on October 2.

The event replaces the round that 
should have taken place at WildTracks on 
August 14 and means that the Clubmans 
series will now take place over seven 
rounds – the final taking place at Croft on 
October 30.

■ GIBSON’S SCOOBY Lawrence Gibson 
drove Kevin McCann’s Subaru Impreza in 
Lydden’s BRC round after his Metro 6R4’s 
engine failed in practice. Gibson qualified 
sixth but retired with gearbox failure.

Puma problem
Mike Manning gave 
his Ford Puma 
Supercar its first 
run in the sixth 
round of the MSA 
British Rallycross 
Championship at 
Lydden. 

The car was 
troubled by 
electronic and gear 
selection difficulties 
and Manning failed 
to the make the final 
after retiring in two 
of the three heats.

Rising son
Liam Doran had a run in father 
Pat’s Fiesta Supercar in a 
Lydden trackday just before 
the August BRC round at the 
Kent track.

The Stock Hatch racer 
impressed with his speed and 
commitment in the car and is 
now looking for a competitive 
outing: “It wasn’t hard to drive 
and I wanted to have a proper 
go because if I was slow he’d 
say it was a waste of time 
letting me in it. I want to blag 
the car for a winter event if I 
can,” said Doran Jnr.

Green first
Rodney Green is the first 
winner of a 2005 championship 
in Britain.

The Citroën Saxo driver 
put the Stock hatch title of 
the MSA British championship 
beyond the reach of his rivals 

White sells up
Stock Hatch racer Simon 
White has sold his Peugeot 
205 to an Irish racer and will 
sit out the last part of the 2005 
season.

White is now waiting 
for his Renault Clio-based 
SuperModified car to be 
completed before he starts to 
test the car ahead of the 2006 
championship season.

The new car is being built 
by X-Sport racing and White 
hopes to give it a first run 
before Christmas.

www.gprdirect.com
www.gprdirect.com
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Edditorial

Godfather of Rallycross 
journalists, Eddi Laumanns 
continues to track the 
development of Rallycross in 
Europe

Jan de Rooy (left) and Martin Schanche battle over the 
Eurocircuit in 1979. Photo: Laumanns archive

from the Belgian motor sport authority KBAC. This was only 
given in September 1972 to the organisers Jean Bomans, his 
mate Aloïs Drees and their Belgische Rallycross Vereniging 
(Belgian Rallycross Association).

Meanwhile, in Germany the Automobil Club Niederelbe 
(ACN) had also already heard about the new fun sport 
Rallycross and with backing from members of the Thames 
Estuary Automobile Club (TEAC) the late Bernd Ziskofen and 
his supporters converted the Estering near Buxtehude from 
an Autocross track into a Rallycross venue. On May 21 1972 
the fi rst ever German Rallycross took place and was won by 
Dutchman Jan de Rooy and his DAF 555 (the third 5 stood for 
Group 5) Sportcoupé 4WD, by now powered by a Ford BDA 
engine.

About a year earlier, in May 1971, there had been an ‘off-
road’ event at the Korskro Stadium near Esbjerg in Denmark, 
the event was billed as Autocross, but included a number of 
the early Rallycross stars; John Taylor, Rod Chapman and the 
de Rooy brothers (as well as Gunnar Kittilsen). However, 
on October 17 1971 there was an event called Rallycross 
at Hedemora in Sweden, won by our old friend Per Eklund 
in a Saab 96 V4. Run over the Hedemora motocross track, 
I cannot fi nd evidence of any sealed track sections in the 16 
pictures on fi le, and some infl uential Swedes claimed that 
this was no more than Autocross. Nevertheless, the name 
Rallycross had been used on this occasion and it is widely 
accepted that this was the fi rst Rallycross event held in 
Scandinavia.

By the way, one thing needs to be pointed out: during the 
late 1960s and early ’70s the borderlines in the off-road scene 
had not yet been fi rmly fi xed. Some of the Rallycross tracks 
did not have concrete or tarmac sections. For many people 
Rallycross and Autocross were more or less the same thing 
because the Rallycross rules still allowed ‘open vehicles’ and 
some of the Rallycross drivers also attended pure Autocross 
events, mostly competing or simply demonstrating their own 
sport in a so-called guest-class. Therefore not every race 
that was won by the likes of John Taylor, Rod Chapman, Jan 
or Harry de Rooy etc. can be seen as true Rallycross format 
events simply by looking back in time.

The Dutch discovered our young sport in England, imported it 
to the continent and also built the fi rst ever dedicated Rallycross 
venue, the Eurocircuit at Valkenswaard. With the backing of the 
TV company AVRO, Rallycross became a huge success in the 
Netherlands and the Eurocircuit could claim to be the European 
home of the sport, at least through the 1970s and ’80s. But 
when the TV people dropped Rallycross the NRV had some 
tough times. With a lot of new people running the generally 
non-televised events it survived several hard years and, last July, 

was able to celebrate its 250th Rallycross event, an outstanding 
record for the entire European scene.

It is very likely that Belgium was the next country to follow 
Holland, although the fi rst ever race at Maasmechelen-
Opgrimbie, in June 1970, was not as billed Rallycross (the 
Belgians preferred ‘Rallyrace’ and ‘Auto-Rally-Cross’ in the 
beginning), the original Devils Hill track did not have any sealed 
sections until 1972 and in the fi rst three years the BRCV events 
did not have offi cial permission (nor even unoffi cial blessings) 
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A Green Engineering 
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• Cylinder head modification
• Valve guide manufacture
• Valve seat manufacture
• Alteration of drive shaft
• Cylinder block modification
• Flywheel modifications
• One-off part machinest 
 to batch runs
Unit 3 Whisby Road, North Hykeham, Lincoln, LN6 3QT

Tel: 01522 800975 Fax: 01522 800976
e-mail: info@agreenengineering.com  
www.AGREENENGINEERING.COM

THE UK’s No1 BRAND OF FIRE 
RESISTANT RACE SUITS

www.awsracewear.com
FOR BROCHURE OR SALES CALL

01233 638498

Who is…
MORTEN JESPERSEN

Without 
question 
the most 
impressive 
newcomer 
on the 
ERC stage 
in 2005, 

Morten Jespersen has also 
given Danish Rallycross fans 
something to cheer about.

The 18-year-old Dane has 
been sensational with his 
Peugeot 106 in the Division 
One-A category and, with 
two events left to run as this 
is written, has already scored 
three podium finishes in his 
maiden ERC season.

The son of former 
Rallycrossing Porsche driver 
Finn, Jespersen junior has 
been racing since 2002 when 
he drove in Folkraces in his 
native Denmark.

The Aalborg-based racer 
moved to Rallycross in 
2003, driving in the Danish 
championship and, in 
2004, adding outings in the 
Junior class of the Swedish 
championship and German 
championship outings.

This rapid grounding, and 
his obvious natural ability, 
have stood him good stead 
this year, during which the 
teenager and his small team 
is undertaking an 18,000km 
tour to contest a full 
programme of FIA European 
Rallycross Championship 
events.

Williams  
aims for ERC
US domiciled Englishman Mark 
Williams made his Supercar 
debut at Lydden on August 
Bank Holiday Monday.

Williams has bought the 
ex-Michael Coyne Escort 
Cosworth and enjoyed his first 
event in it, although alternator 
failure eventually halted him in 
the A Final.

Williams’ Supercar start 
came ten-years to the day 
after his first ever event, in 
the Minicross category, also 
at Lydden. Having moved 
through the Stock Hatch and 
SuperModified classes on his 
way to driving a Supercar, 
Williams is the only driver to 
have driven in every category 
in the British scene.

Williams has now set out a 
five-year plan to graduate to 
the FIA ERC.

The Escort will be run by 
Matt Roach Racing in the 2006 
BRC before the mechanical 
components are rehoused in a 
new, FIA-compatible bodyshell 
for the 2007 season.

Williams does not plan to 
race in the American events he 
will promote next year.

Will Gollop 
(left) had 
to dig in his 
memory 
when he 
helped 
Junior racer 
Andrew 
Jordan 
change the 
engine in his 
Mini during 
the Lydden 
BRC round 
on August 
29.

www.76racing.co.uk
www.agreenengineering.com
www.awsracewear.com


Competition Cars, Engines & 
Transmissions

Vast Experience in
Ford RS200 – Cosworth YB – Metro 6R4 – Jaguar ‘E Type’

F1 Megatron – Subaru – Mitsubishi Engines
COSWORTH ENGINES
Built to all specifications
from Road to Rallycross

producing up to 
740bhp and 540lb/ft torque

We offer a Complete Service for Competition & Performance Cars
Transmission – Turbocharger Building & Modifications • Supply & 

Installation of Pectel & Gems Management Systems
RS200 & Ford  Motorsport Parts Supplied • Welding & Fabrication 

of Components & all Types of Tig Welding
Bodyshell & Car Preparations for all Types of Racing 

Full Machine Shop Facilities
Latest fully instrumented SuperFlow 902 Engine Dynamometer

Tel. 0044 1435 865999 • Fax 0044 1435 865947

www.racetuners.com • e-mail Frances@racetuners.com

Belgian photographer Johnny Loix has published his 2006 Rallycross calendar. Following its established format, 
the 12-page calendar features cross section of European Rallycross cars. For more info contact jolo@scarlet.be

Irish get touchy
Things reached a head 
between Irish drivers Dermot 
Carnegie and Christopher 
Evans after Evans punted 
Carnegie into the wall at 
Valkenswaard in August.

“I told him that if he can’t 
see other cars he should go 
to a Mercedes dealer and buy 
some of those parking sensors 
to put in the front bumper of 
his car!” said Carnegie after 
the incident.

Caine’s Waterloo
GT racer Michael Caine had 
a good time racing a Stock 
Hatch car at Lydden, but did 
get his Peugeot 205 knocked 
around a little bit: “The car’s 
had more hits than ABBA, 
but this is the only time I’ve 
started on pole, finished last 
and still been happy,” he said.

Who was that man?
Lydden circuit manager Pauline 
Santer was interested to know 

who it was that had dropped 
into the August BRC round 
by helicopter (it was Irish rally 
man Ollie O’Donovan) as she 
reckoned he owed her £10 
gate money!

Bellamy bashed
“It’s amazing, I finally get the 
thing to go half decently and 
Michael Boak falls out of the 
sky and lands on me,” Chris 
Bellamy after his meeting with 
Boak at Lydden.
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