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New for you
We have introduced two new features to 

this issue of Rallycross World – a poster picture 
and a monthly column by Rallycross ‘guru’ Eddi 
Laumanns.

We know that you like the photographic 
content of Rallycross World, so including a 
free poster each month is way to enhance this 
aspect of the magazine.

The first of the poster pictures is of the best 
looking new car of the year, Pat Doran’s Fiesta 
ST splashing its way to BRC victory at Pembrey 
in July. The poster is sized to print as a full A4 
print at up to 150dpi.

Having attended more FIA ERC events than 
anyone else, and covering the international 
series since 1978, Eddi Laumanns has a wealth 
of knowledge. It’s an honour and privilege 
to welcome him to the editorial team and 
we hope that you will enjoy and value his 
contributions.

As we continue to settle into the monthly 
format of Rallycross World, we will further 
develop the content of the magazine which, as 
you can see on page 3, has a diverse readership, 
including those who shape the sport.

         rallycrossworld@myriorama.com
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Briefing
A chance for change –  
the rule makers are listening
Last month in this space we argued that the technical rules for 
FIA Division One cars needed to be clarified, that the language 
currently used to define those cars was not clear and that by 
sorting it out, and making it explicitly clear what cars are allowed 
to be used in Rallycross, the FIA could make it easier for those 
rally drivers who’d like to switch disciplines, to do so.

We subsequently received an email from Michael FitzSimons, 
who represents Motorsport Ireland on the FIA Off Roads 
Commission, the group which defines the technical and sporting 
regulations for Rallycross at the international level.

In his message FitzSimons said: “…I like the bit about WRC v 
Group A. It should be simple!”

A small comment, but one made by a man who is in a position 
to instigate change. If the ORC members are aware that the 
current rules may be hindering growth they are practically 
duty bound to consider ways in which they can be changed. If 
they share our viewpoint that the way in which the regulations 
are currently worded is muddled, confusing and possibly 
contradictory, then it should be a relatively simple task for them to 
come up with a form of words that makes it explicitly clear exactly 
which cars are eligible.

We’ll reiterate our argument that WR Cars should be permitted.
The current technical rules for Rallycross prohibit the use of ‘hi-

tech’ transmission systems, active suspension, fly-by-wire throttles 
and other hugely expensive gadgets that you can find in WR Cars, 
so those particular items would have to be removed from the 
cars anyway. But if Rallycross competitors can access chassis and 
engines from rally teams, and if that allows them to bring new 
cars into the sport – as George Tracey has done with his Peugeot 
307CC – where’s the harm in allowing full WRC-type cars to 
compete?

There needs to be a quick and cost-effective way for 
professional or semi-professional teams and drivers to enter 
Rallycross and the chance to do so with pensioned-off WR Cars 
is the best – only realistic – opportunity open to most at a time 
when building a bespoke car will take almost a year.

Rain doesn’t stop play
So much for global warming!

Rallycross events across Europe were affected by rain over the 
weekend of July 23/24, the Swedish Rallycross Championship 
round at Kalix being so badly hit by the weather that the event 
was delayed for 24 hours.

The MSA British Rallycross Championship event at Pembrey 
took place as scheduled despite heavy rain through Saturday 
night and into Sunday morning leaving the course partly flooded.

A break in the weather late on Sunday morning gave the 
organisers a chance to smooth out some of the rain damaged 
sections of the track, but further rain and thunderstorms then 
re-flooded the track ahead of the third qualifying heat.

 “The circuit staff managed to get most of the work done 
before the rain came back, but there’s not much anyone can 
do when some of the track is under water,” said Clerk of the 
Course Peter Ives who also commended the drivers on driving 
to the conditions.

Pat Doran emerged as the winner of the wet event, his 
first victory for the new Ford Fiesta ST: “The conditions are 
unbelievable, there are times when you cannot see out of the 
car at all. It’s a long time since I’ve raced in something like this, 
it’s more like the old winter events,” said Doran.

At Kalix the SRC competitors managed only to complete the 
untimed practice session before rain made the track undriveable.

 Organisers then switched the programme of the Saturday 
event to Sunday and ran the championship qualifier a day late. 
Lars Larsson won the event and took the championship lead 
with his Skoda.

The Central European Zone championship event at Nyirad 
in Hungary, which also counted for the Austrian and Hungarian 
championships, also took part in wet conditions, although the 
rain was not bad enough here to have any great effect on the 
outcome of the event which was won by Hungarian Mitsubishi 
Lancer driver Robert Repasi.
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Allez Anne
Olivier Anne’s remarkable run in the 2005 French Rallycross 
Championship continued when he landed his fifth successive 
victory in round six at Kerlabo on July 24.

The last race before the FRC knocks off for its summer 
holiday,  the Kerlabo event saw Anne challenged by Alexandre 
Theuil’s VW Golf in the heats and hounded by Jean-Luc Pailler 
through the Final.

Anne’s fifth win has left him 13 points clear of Pailler and a 
shoo-in for the championship. The series commences its run 
through the last four events at Loheac on September 4 where a 
decent run into the Final will give Anne the title. A huge event in 
its own right, and one which could see the hugely popular Anne 
seal his first crown, this will be a race to see.

After five wins Olivier Anne has the French title within his grasp

■ KUMHO FIRST David Binks’ win on the Eurocircuit at 
Valkenswaard in July was his first since switching to Kumho tyres. 
Second placed Mike Howlin also ran Kumhos on his rear-drive 
Fiesta during the ‘British Weekend’ event.

 ■ REVEREND SEES THE DOCTOR When his new Ford Puma 
Supercar was not ready in time for the Pembrey BRC round, the 
“Reverend” Mike Manning didn’t even bother to turn up at his 
local event as a spectator, preferring instead to go to Donington’s 
Moto GP event where “Doctor” Valentino Rossi was the winner.

■ THREE INTO ONE Guillaume Bergeon replaced Samuel Peu 
as leader of the C2 Challenge after his third 2005 win at Kerlabo.

After getting to the bottom of engine problems that halted his first two 
events, Terry Briggs registered his first finish with his self built Renault 
Clio Supercar in the fifth round of the BRC at Pembrey.

Minicross goes to Lydden
Minicross will appear on 
the bill at a round of the 
MSA British Rallycross 
Championship for the first time 
this year when the category 
features at Lydden in August.

The traditional Bank Holiday 
Monday event at Lydden is 
round six of the eight-event 
BRC. The Minicross Drivers 

Association has been invited to 
take part by event organiser 
the BRDA.

The event is a qualifying 
round of the MDA’s Rallycross 
championship and should 
attract a full field of the leading 
Minicross contenders. Ralph 
Budd leads the scoring with 
four of the eight rounds run.

www.kentcams.com
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Sparco FIA Seats from £94.50

4pt harnesses   from £35.84

Perspex window kits (eg
Peugeot 205) from £150.00

Extinguishers from £40.83

FIA Battery master switches
from £19.35

Varley sealed batteries          
from £68.75

Competition exhaust systems
(eg Peugeot 205) from £117.17
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from £71.77

Bespoke motorsport chipping 
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and see!

Please add VAT at 171/2% to these prices.
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Club cancelled
The BTRDA 
Clubmans Rallycross 
Championship event 
at WildTracks on 
August 14 has been 
cancelled because 
only 16 entries had 
been received for 
the event.

The BRC event 
at WildTracks on 
September 25 is 
not affected by the 
decision.

GT men to take Stock  
British GT Championship racers Mike Jordan and Michael Caine 
will compete in Rallycross for the first time in Lydden’s August 
Bank Holiday BRC event.

The pair, who usually race a Team Eurotech Porsche 911 GT3, 
will drive a Stock Hatch Peugeot 205 GTi (above) in the Lydden 
event, Jordan driving the car in the BRC section while Caine uses 
the same car in the BTRDA Clubmans category.

The idea has come about as John Guest – the sposnor of 
Jordan’s GT team and also of his son Andrew’s Junior Rallycross 
Mini, will entertain guests at the Lydden event. The Peugeot 
Stock Hatch car was recently bought for Jordan Jnr to gain 
further experience, but is vacant for the Lydden event in which 
Andrew will concentrate on his Junior championship bid.

Rallycross 2006 this month
Belgian photographer Johnny Loix will 
publish his Rallycross 2006 calendar at 
Maasmechelen on August 13.

Using the etsbalished format of 12 
large full colour images plus a cover shot, 
the annual calendar features leading 
players from the FIA European Rallycross 
Championship.

For more details, or to buy your 
calendar by mail order, email Loix by 
clicking on the link below. Steve Hill’s impressive transfer from rallying to Rallycross suffered a setback at the NRV’s ‘British Weekend’ in 

July when he got caught up in a starting incident that resulted in this roll that destroyed his Mitsubishi Lancer 
E3. Hill hoped to return to action as soon as spossible and planned to reshell the car using a later model Lancer 
shell which he already owned. Photos: Johnny Loix

Rallycross 2006 calendar
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How the rest was won
It cannot be pointed out enough times that the first ever true Rallycross was held at Lydden Circuit 
on Saturday February 4 1967 and was won by Formula One driver and Monte Carlo Rally winner 
Vic Elford, one of the greatest all-rounders in motor sport history. And that Rallycross really owes 
his existence to nobody other than TV producer Robert Reed (ITV), the late organiser Bud Smith 
(750 MC) and the late Lydden Circuit owner Bill Chesson. While driver/journalist/commentator 
John Sprinzel (who invented the name of our sport just prior to the event) and journalist Barrie Gill 
(Sun) could be seen as some kind of midwifes to the new baby child.

But how did Rallycross reach and conquer the European continent? 
Rob Herzet (AVRO), a Dutch counterpart to Robert Reed, discovered Rallycross during a visit 

to Great Britain in 1968 and immediately understood its potential for the television viewers. No 
wonder, by that time there were nearly 10 Million Britons watching some of the events on the 
telly. Back home in the Netherlands Herzet contacted Rally driver and motoring journalist Gerard 
van Lennep to discuss his latest find. Both agreed that this form of sprint racing could be also 
appropriate for Holland. Van Lennep soon started his investigations and found a military testing 
ground near the town of Venlo, close to the Dutch-German border. Actually there had been two 
venues available, the one at Venlo and one at Elst, but the aid offered by the army turned the 
decision into the favour of Venlo. 

On Saturday, May 17 1969 a group of invited drivers went to the spot for a test day. Everybody 
was really satisfied and enthusiastic and only three weeks later, on Saturday, June 7 the first ever 
Rallycross on the European continent was held. The track consisted of a section of concrete 
runway, loose sections through heathland and a hollow, 40 metres long and 10 metres deep, 
usually used for tank testing!

Although the soft heath soil and the muddy hollow hampered most of the two dozen or so 
competitors, or at least their mostly  rather aged cars, the event produced a lot of fun for all 
concerned as well as the TV audience. Overall victory went eventually to Hans Kok and his rather 
valuable NSU 1200 TT. 

The Dutch television company AVRO gave green light to Mijnheer Herzet as well as another 
three rounds counting towards the so-called AVRO-Trophy and on August 16 of the same year 
NSU campaigner Hans Kok claimed the first national Dutch Rallycross title. On November 1 the 
Dutch Rallycross Association NRV was founded and, during 1970, organised another five events 
at Venlo. For 1971 the Nederlandse Rallycross Vereniging moved the sport to its new continental 
home at Valkenswaard near Eindhoven. The Eurocircuit opened on Saturday April 17 with a race 
that was won by living legend Jan de Rooy and his famous DAF 55 Coupé 4WD and became the 
first ever European track that was especially designed and built purely for Rallycross purposes.

Edditorial

Godfather of Rallycross 
journalists, Eddi Laumanns 
starts a new column by 
recalling how Rallycross 
crossed the channel

Rod Chapman leads Hans Kok’s NSU at the Eurocircuit in 1971. 
Photo: Laumanns archive
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Norwegians will send ten to Croft
Ten Norwegian SuperNational 
drivers will take part in the 
two-wheel drive section of the 
Rallycross Superprix at Croft on 
November 6.

The group of ten drivers 
from Norway, which includes 
SuperNational front runners 
Frode Holte (pictured) and Stian 
Haugan as well as the UK debut 
of Porsche driver Stein Svardal, 
will take half of the 20 starting 
places in the two-wheel drive 
class at the event.

Eight of the remaining ten 
slots have been allocated to 
British and Irish racers, the last 
two places to be decided at 
Rallycross Super Series event 
at Blyton on September 18.

The two-wheel drive section 
of the event will follow the 

same knockout format as the 
main Superprix event in which 
20 cars will start. 

In each section, the event 
will start with two rounds 
of two ten-car races after 
which the top five from each 
race progress to a semi-
final. The last five from each 
go to a further ten car race 
– repêchage – from which 
the top six go forward, three 
to each semi-final. The top 
four from each semi-final will 
then move forward to the 
Superprix or Final.

The event will also include 
a section for Division One-
A cars as well as the final 
rounds of the ADR Junior 
championship and the MDA 
Clubmans Championship.

Rallycross Superprix 
November 6
SuperNational entries
Rune Engesvoll Volvo S40
Ola Froshaug Volvo 242
Stian Haugan Volvo S40
Frode Holte Volvo S40
Stein Egil Jensen Volvo 940
Per E Jørgensen Volvo S40
Dag Inge Myrseth BMW M3
Henning Nyberg Volvo 240
Hans Olav Opheim Volvo S40
Stein Svardal Porsche 911
Dave Bellerby Peugeot 206
David Binks BMW Mini
Asa Fatchett Peugeot 205
Kevin Procter Lotus Exige 
Gordon Rogers Vauxhall Corsa 
Des Wheatley Rover Metro
John Whelan Peugeot 205
Mark Williams Mits. Lancer
+ two TBA

www.gprdirect.com
www.gprdirect.com


■ I HAD A RACE James Bird 
was happy with the progress of 
his new SuperModified Renault 
ClioSport V6 at the Pembrey 
BRC round: “The car’s getting 
better, I actually had a race 
with somebody today,” he said.

■ OLÉ John Collins is set 
to use Matador tyres on his 
Vauxhall Tigra in the Lydden 
BRC round later this month. 
UK Matador importer Graham 
Middleton is sourcing a set of 
the radial tyres, which have 
already found favour in rallying,  
with a compound suitable for 
Rallycross prior to the event.

■ SUPERMOD SALE Mike 
Howlin has put his rear-drive 
Fiesta on the market to make 
way for a new project. The 
Welshman’s car has been a 
BRC pacesetter over the last 
couple of years.

■ ROMAN EMPIRE Roman 
Castoral won the CEZ event 
at Nyirad, leading rival Jaroslav 
Srut rolled his Peugeot 206.
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• Cylinder block modification
• Flywheel modifications
• One-off part machinest 
 to batch runs
Unit 3 Whisby Road, North Hykeham, Lincoln, LN6 3QT

Tel: 01522 800975 Fax: 01522 800976
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www.AGREENENGINEERING.COM

THE UK’s No1 BRAND OF FIRE 
RESISTANT RACE SUITS

www.awsracewear.com
FOR BROCHURE OR SALES CALL

01233 638498

Who is…
JÉRÔME GROSSET-JANIN

The 
current 
occupant 
of the 
Xsara 
WRC 
entered in 
the French 

Rallycross Championship 
by Citroën Competition 
Ouest [a team funded by 
Citroën dealers in the west 
of France], Jérôme Grosset-
Janin made his Rallycross 
debut a little more than a 
year ago, driving a Peugeot.

Just 21-years-old, and 
the youngest driver with a 
regular Supercar/D1 drive, 
Grosset-Janin had competed 
in ice races before hiring 
a 206 WRC from Pailler 
Competition for the 2004 
French ERC round.

For 2005 the tall driver 
replaced Pierre Llorach in 
the immaculately presented  
Citroën Ouest car, to which 
he also brought some 
backing from his family 
company –  a log cabin 
manufacturer.

Grosset-Janin has made 
steady progress in the 
first half of the French 
championship season, his 
best result – a fourth place 
– coming in the sixth round.

It currently looks as 
though he needs to hang 
onto his seat for 2006 if he 
is to make his presence felt 
among the front runners.

One-A stars
A duel between Div One-A 
mend Petr Bilek and Christian 
Petrakovits was the highlight 
of the Austrian/Central Europe 
Zone Championship at Nyirad.

Bilek lost the lead to 
Petrakovits but took the 
win after his rival’s VW Polo 
suffered a gearbox failure.

Robert Repasi won the event 
with his Mitsubishi Lancer E6.

Austrian 
Gerhard 
Schermann 
gave his 
new Skoda 
Fabia D1-A 
car its 
debut in 
when the 
ARC visited 
Nyirad in 
Hungary 
in July. He 
placed 
third with 
the new 
car.

www.76racing.co.uk
www.agreenengineering.com
www.awsracewear.com


MSA British Rallycross Championship
New boy Russell Etherington is playing the team game Ancient & modern
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bought the second car there was an 
opportunity to take on his old car and 
have a go at racing,” he says.

“In many aspects speedway and Rallycross 
are similar, it’s the same sort of excitement for 
competitors and fans; fast action, a bit of contact.”

Etherington’s arrival was impossible to miss, not just 
because of his flamboyant on-track style, but because he’s 
half of one of the very few two-car teams in British Rallycross.

“To us it makes sense to have the cars together, to take one 
truck to events and share costs,” Etherington says, “Mike and I race 
as individuals, but off the track we are one team. It’s cheap to do and 
effective in presenting a good image.”

Working on a small budget, Etherington is already hoping to build on the 
lessons learned this year and go for wins in 2006: “I’m here to win. I’m not doing 
this for a bit of light relief on Sunday afternoons and I know that I need to have the 
right resources to win. I’ve got some guests coming to Lydden in August to have a look 
at the sport, hopefully they’ll have a good day out and we can talk about getting more 
involved next year. I’m working hard at promoting myself and the team locally so that I can 
demonstrate what’s possible. Local coverage is important for the sport, if every driver did it the 
sport as whole would benefit too.”

Already with an eye on the Supercar category and a desire to progress to International events, 
Etherington has 21st century nous off the track and old fashioned flair on it: a mix that could take him far.

We first heard about Russell Etherington’s intent 
to try his hand at Rallycross towards the end of 
the 2004 season when Mike Sellar told us: “I’ve 
bought another Clio and Russell who has been 
helping me this year is going to race my old car 
next year.”

Interesting, but not exciting in the way that 
Etherington’s debut in Easter’s BRC opener at 
Lydden was. The newcomer completed the 
rebuild of his car in the paddock on race morning, 
but was scintillating on the track; opposite lock 
everywhere.

Now 32-years-old, Etherington rode 
motorcycles competitively from the age of six, 
racing in grasstrack and speedway until 1996 and 
ending his career after a spell as captain, and top 
points scorer, for the Arena Essex speedway team.

Aware of Rallycross since his early riding days, 
Etherington’s interest in four-wheeled sport 
was sparked when he met Sellar: “Mike [Sellar] 
has pictures of his cars in his office and I got 
interested through knowing him. Last year I went 
to most of the events with him and when he 
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It’s that man again! Despite having more than enough technical problems to keep his mechanics busy, Guttorm 
Lindfjell found time for a little fun during the Swedish ERC round. This is from the GS Racing press story of the 
event: “During the first heat there were still problems with the turbo pressure when he came out of the corner. 
The mechanics put a new turbo on the car, but it made no difference. Oh and also this: the speaker wanted to 
have a little pizza. No problem, “Five minutes” said Mister Maximum Attack. Guttorm took a pizza in the car 
and at the end of the race he gave it to the speaker, this is certainly the fastest pizza express you can find in the 
whole world!”

It leaks
James Bird was one of several 
drivers to discover that their 
cars had some unknown holes 
during the wet BRC round at 
Pembrey.

After one lap of practice, 
Bird was forced to return to 
the paddock to dry out the 
inside of the car – and the 
windscreen – and to try and 
block up some holes before 
continuing in the event.

Taking the Michael
Mike Jordan reckons his Stock 
Hatch Rallycross  head-to-
head with John Guest Porsche 
team mate Michael Caine is 
just for fun, but isn’t taking 
chances on being beaten: “I’ll 
do some test sessions in the 
Peugeot, but Michael won’t 
get the chance to even sit in 
the car before the event, so 
that won’t help his chances,” 
said Jordan.

Sunday spoiler
When Mike Turpin registered 
a rare retirement in the fifth 
round of the BRC at Pembrey 
he didn’t see why he should 
be in the only on to have his 
Sunday spoiled, and so he 
put in a call to engine builder 
Martyn Bowyer to let him 
know that coil pack failure 
had put him of the event: “It’s 
never failed before so I don’t 
have a spare,” said Turpin.

Rallycross World #20 – AUGUST 2005 | 10

Ph
ot

o:
 R

al
ly

cr
os

s 
Te

am
 N

or
w

ay

www.racetuners.com


© Tim Whittington – www.myriorama.com


