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Thank you
America. So many think it could provide a 
major impetus to raise the profile of Rallycross. 
To introduce Rallycross to America, the World 
stage, would certainly give more scope for 
promoting the sport and opens the door on the 
possibility of a World championship.

The plan being developed by the Sports Car 
Club of America to introduce Rallycross as an 
alternative to special stage rallying in the states 
is as critically important for the development of 
the sport as it is exciting. Not only is Rallycross 
inherently safer than rallying – the big appeal to 
the SCCA – it is also infinitely better suited to 

the viewing public. The live spectator and the TV 
viewer get a much better deal from Rallycross 
than they ever will with rallying.

We like the SCCA plan. Introducing the sport 
and growing an indigenous competitor base must 
lead to a more sustainable future than one or 
two showcase events – or even an annual winter 
tour of European stars. A big organisation, the 
SCCA can carry off this plan, as long as it attracts 
sufficient, and sustained, competitor interest.

With luck, we could have an International 
event in the US before the decade is out

         rallycrossworld@myriorama.com
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Briefing
Stars and strife: Rallycross 
chases the American dream 
“The guy from Las Vegas ’phoned me on Christmas day,” said 
an incredulous Andy Lasure. “He said he was sorry that nothing 
had happened. He’d had some problems and been in hospital for 
some time, but he says the plan to have Rallycross in Las Vegas is 
not dead. I don’t know, but we will talk if he wants to do it.”

It’s a year since Lasure broke news of the plan to run a 
Rallycross event in Las Vegas to teams in the ERC. Nothing came 
of the plan but for many America remains the Holy Grail.

Englishman Mark Williams lives and works in the US but loves 
Rallycross so much that, when the commitments of a growing 
family allow, he flies back to the UK to compete. How much 
more convenient for him to have the sport on his doorstep.

Williams has been feeling his way with the idea of introducing 
Rallycross to America for a while now, but having got together 
with the SCCA at a time when the organisation has backed out 
of promoting rallies, he now has a realistic chance of success.

As Williams explains (right) the SCCA will dub Rallycross 
CircuitRally as they already have something called Rallycross 
– a discipline which could easily provide a pool of competitors 
alongside those rally drivers the SCCA will target.

Rallycross/CircuitRally should be a success in the US and 
perhaps this method of introducing it and slowly allowing it to 
build, develop and move out across what is a very large country 
will deliver better results than a one off showcase event.

By introducing the CircuitRally with existing Rallycross sporting 
regulations the SCCA and Williams have also ensured that, 
should they be successful to the point that an International 
event should become a viable possibility, they will be running 
a compatible event. It is likely, however, that local tastes and 
requirements will lead to some small changes in the way events 
are run: “US drivers appreciate value for money,” says Williams, 
“And if there is time to run additional heats an organiser will 
always do so. At a recent Rallycross event the number of heats 
was increased from the planned three to seven!”

Bigger and better in the US? 
Let’s hope we get the chance to decide.

New American hope
SCCA backs plan to develop ‘CircuitRally’ in America

The Sports Car Club of America (SCCA) has announced that 
it will introduce European style Rallycross to the USA in 2005, 
writes Mark Williams. 

The new format will be known as CircuitRally as the US 
already has a category called Rallycross, although this is actually 
closer to Autocross in UK terminology.

There are, in my opinion, two reasons that the SCCA has 
decided to introduce CircuitRally at this time: At the end of 
2004, the SCCA announced that it would no longer promote or 
support rallying in the US, citing unacceptable event insurance 
costs as the reason. Rallycross – in the US a single car running 
multiple laps on an unpaved circuit – has proved incredibly 
popular. With classes for full blown rally cars, modified cars and 
street legal cars it also provided a great entry point of anyone 
wanting to go sideways!

Everything is still fluid but classes will run along the same lines 
as those for the US rally championships to encourage as many 

drivers with existing cars as possible. Don’t expect any ex-
Hansen Xsaras to appear in the near future but the Open class 
of the US Rally Championship has some pretty powerful cars.

Events will run to the same format as Europe with three heats 
for each drivers and the best two scores counting towards 
qualification for a Final. The challenge is finding suitable venues in 
the North East to build a Rallycross track. I am working with the 
New England Region of the SCCA to find venues, design tracks 
and organise events. 

Our initial approach is to look at the numerous oval tracks in 
the region. It seems as if almost every town has an oval track, all 
have excellent paddock facilities, grandstands and catering that 
would embarrass many major British circuits. Given that these 
guys don’t race in winter our thought is hold events between the 
end of the oval season (late October) and before the inevitable 
snow in early December and then pick up again when the snow 
goes and before the oval season starts in late April.
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Rally derived cars such as the Subaru Impreza 
of Patrick Van Mechelen are likely to form the 
first generation of US Rallycross machines
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Rallycross to  Goodwood
Rallycross cars will appear at the prestigious and hugely 
successful Goodwood Festival of Speed for the first time when 
this year’s event takes place later this month.

Event organisers have invited multiple British 
champion Dermot Carnegie and former British 
and European champion Will Gollop to take part 
in the event. We underastand that European 
champion Kenneth Hansen was also invited, but 
was unable to attend because the event clashes 
with the Norwegian ERC round.

“It’s an honour to be invited to take part at 
Goodwood,” said Carnegie, “It’s a recognition 
for Rallycross as a sport and I’m looking forward to it greatly.”

The two will run their cars on the ‘Forest Rally Stage’ at the 
event. The specially constructed 2.5km loose surface track is 
sited close to the finish line at the top of the hillclimb course. 
Competitors in this part of the event will be located in a special 
paddock area close to the Goodwood Racecourse, and which 
aims to ‘bring the atmosphere of a WRC service area to the West 
Sussex downland’.

Cars will run singly on the course which runs downhill through 
woodland until it emerges in the activities field, a wide 180 
degree turn then sends cars back up the course in reverse 
direction. There are spectator areas all along the course.

Rally cars from many eras will be represented, and will be 
driven by drivers including Hannu Mikkola (Audi Quattro S2) and 
Sandro Munari (Lancia Stratos).

Gollop will join Carnegie at Goodwood’s Festival of Speed

Q LEGENDS TRYOUT The French Rallycross Championship 
event at Lavaré will include a demonstration event for Legends 
cars. The motorcycle-engined racers have been tested at both 
Lavaré and Faleyras and are set to run in Rallycross with only 
minor technical adjustments from their regular circuit race setup. 
If the test, which will run 20 drivers in ten cars, is successful the 
plan is that a Legends class will feature at those 2006 FRC events 
at which the Citroën C2 Challenge is absent.

Q BROWN’S BUDGET RACER BTRDA Minicross champion 
David Brown is racing a Mazda RX7 which has cost him less than 
£1000 in the SuperModified class. Brown is gradually improving 
the converted road car, as well as learning rear-drive techniques.

Dane Morten Jespersen (17) has already been hailed as ERC ‘Rookie of 
the Year’ after three strong results with his D1-A Peugeot 106. The son 
of former Porsche driver Finn, Jespersen Jnr. has had a sensational start 
to the ERC, including second and fourth places in rounds two and three.

Carnegie

www.kentcams.com
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New boys show well in Stock Hatch

Simon Marcantonio and Robert Graves 
(pictured here at Knockhill) are among a 
handful of newcomers enjoying some good 
results in Stock Hatch.

Marcantonio is racing the ex-Alan 
Thorndyke Peugeot 106 XSi and has worked 
his way up to speed in his first few events. 
Graves’ similar Peugeot is also now regularly 
in the top half of the field.

Teenager Craig Brown has started in 
just two events with his Peugeot 205 GTi, 
but is also showing good speed while 
Bryan Armstrong has enjoyed some strong 
performances with his very well presented 
Citroën Saxo VTR.

At the recent Knockhill event there was 
a new arrival in the class, Scotsman John 
Kennedy placing 14th with his 205 GTi.

www.gprdirect.com
www.gprdirect.com
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Junior takes Stock
Leading Junior Rallycross competitor 
Andrew Jordan has acquired the ex-Tony 
Bardy Stock Hatch Peugeot 205 GTi.

Jordan will continue to 
race as a Junior but, now 
that he has turned 16, 
will also race the Stock 
Hatch car. His first event 
in the Stock Hatch is 
scheduled to be at Blyton 
over the weekend of June 
18/19 and at some events 
he is expected to use both cars.

Jordan is only the third Junior to try 
Stock Hatch. Grant Rees and Barry Greer 
raced in the class in 2004, Rees ending 
the year fourth in the championship 
although the latter was less successful.

Huybs success
Hard charging Jan 
Huybs landed a 
notable win in the 
second round of the 
BelNed Rallycross 
Championship at 
Valkenswaard.

The Mitsubishi 
driver beat title 
favourite Jos 
Kuypers to win the 
event, although 
second place keeps 
Kuypers five points 
ahead in the title.

Davy Van Den 
Branden won the 
Division One-A 
section of the event.

Kuypers drops Fiesta plan
Dutchman Jos Kuypers has abandoned plans to replace his Ford 
Focus with a Fiesta for the 2006 season and is instead working 
on a new Focus.

With some shell work carried out on a Fiesta, Kuypers has 
decided the smaller car is not suited to Rallycross and is now 
busy with what will almost certainly be the first Focus 06WRC 
in Rallycross. Currently on a self-imposed exile from the ERC, 
Kuypers will race in the Belgian and Dutch ERC events in August.

The Norwegian round of 
the FIA European Rallycross 
Championship takes place at 
the Momarken Bilbane later 
this month, and will be a new 
track for most competitors.

The event is being run at 
Momarken, near Askim to the 
south east of Oslo, because 
the Lyngås Motorbane – which 
has hosted the event for the 
last 25 years – is undergoing 
extensive redevelopment 
during this summer.

Momarken is hailed as “the 
most complete Rallycross 
track in Europe” and has 
been heavily modernised 
and updated in recent years. 
Formerly a horse racing track, 
the venue hosts a variety 
of motor sport disciplines, 
and featured a round of 
the Norwegian Rallycross 
Championship in May.

Prior to the ERC event the 
highest profile Rallycross to 
have taken place at Momarken 

was the 1991 Norwegian 
Masters event won by Olle 
Arnesson.

The Lyngås Motorbane, 
which was developed in a 
disused quarry, is expected to 
be ready to regain its position 
as ERC host for 2006.
Q Momarken is hosting an 
ERC press day on June 14 at 
which World Rally Champion 
Petter Solberg will lend his 
support to the event. Solberg 
started his career in Rallycross.

ERC unknown
Norwegian venue is new for most drivers
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Morten Bermingrud will be one of the front 
runners on home turf at Momarken

Ford displayed its 2006 Focus at Autosport 
International in January. Jos Kuypers should be 
first to run a new Focus in Rallycross

Jordan

www.demon-tweeks.co.uk
www.demon-tweeks.co.uk
www.demon-tweeks.co.uk/catalogue/category_list.asp?cls=MSPORT&grp=MP017&pgrp=M003&tlgrp=M003


Lindkvist takes chance in Arvika’s SRC opener
Volvo driver Karl-Gunnar Lindkvist took an opportunistic second 
place, behind Kenneth Hansen, in the opening round of the 
Swedish Rallycross Championship at Arvika.

Pole starter Lars Larsson led the A Final until gearbox problems 
struck his Skoda, allowing Hansen and Lindkvist to pass. Larsson was 
later gifted fifth place as Per Eklund was excluded from third after a 
forceful pass on Michael Jernberg. Thomas Rådström (seventh) and 
Ingemar Bjöörn (11th) struggled with their Hyundais.

Jussi Pinomäki (Div Two), Tony Croon (Supernational) and 
Andreas Larsson (Junior) were the class winners.
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Dig for glory

Rallycross Team Norway stars Guttorm 
Lindefjell and Sverre Isachsen were 
the heroes of the hour after resolving 
problems with the preparation of the 
loose surfaces at the PS Racing Centre 
during the third round of the ERC.

Competitors in the event, held at the 
Greinbach in Styria, were unhappy at the 
poor quality of the loose sections after 
free practice. Although staff at the PS 
Racing Centre used tried to rectify the 
problem, drivers remained concerned at 
the state of the track.

“Guttorm was angry about it and told 
the Clerk of the Course that he’d do the 

job himself if the track workers could 
not do any better. They just said ‘go on 
then’”, explained Rallycross Team Norway 
spokesman Jan Kåre Rafoss.

Lindefjell, whose business is in 
groundwork machinery, was joined in the 
task by GS Racing team mate Isachsen 
who drove a roller to complete the track 
preparation task.

The question of poor track preparation 
in Austria raised a spectre from the past:  
at Melk there was an occasion on which 
Martin Schanche rode shotgun with the 
machine driver to try and improve the 
loose surface sections.

Hat trick for Hansen
Kenneth Hansen completed a hat trick of 
wins in the third round of the ERC.

The Swede was little troubled as he 
took his third win of the year on a day 
when fellow double event victors Ron 
Snoeck and Michael De Keersmaecker 
lost their unbroken runs.

Jaroslav Kalny’s short trip to Austria was 
rewarded with his first Division One-A 
win of the year while Swede Marcus 
Nilsson curtailed De Keersmaecker’s 
winning streak in Divison Two where 
champion Jussi Pinomäki lost a third place 
finish when a wheel broke on his Clio.

Guttorm Lindefjell swapped his Ford Focus for 
a JCB to sort out the track in Austria
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www.76racing.co.uk


British/European championships
Christopher Evans, Ireland’s young charger, wants more Euro events

Irish eyes Europe
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Christopher Evans hopes 
to be able to take his Opel 
Astra to more events in the 
FIA European Rallycross 
Championship.

The 29-year-old Irishman 
showed competitive speed 
in his first ERC start at 
Alençon-Essay last month and 
originally planned to tackle 
the Norwegian and Swedish 
events that complete the first 
half of the ERC calendar. Those 
plans have had to be shelved 
on cost grounds: “I was very 
interested in going to Norway 
and Sweden,” says Evans, “But 
the cost of getting there means 
we can’t do it. It was going to 
cost about £5000 to get the car 
there and pay for flights and 
hotels. And that’s before you 
think about the cost of running 
the car.”

Evans will now sit tight and 
wait until the ERC season 
resumes in August when he is 
likely to be one of a handful of 
Irish and British drivers in the 
Benelux events. 

The cost of competing in 
Europe is, and always has 
been, a big stumbling block 
for drivers based in the British 
Isles. The financial costs, 
together with the demands 
on time that contesting the 
ERC places on a driver and 
team, makes it unlikely that 
any British or Irish driver could 
consider  a full season without 
heavy commercial backing.

“I couldn’t do all the 
European events unless I had 
a proper sponsor,” says Evans, 

“But at the moment I’m quite 
happy to do some races there 
and some at home, specially 
while we are still learning 
about the car.”

Between those Rallycross 
outings Evans is able to keep 
himself in the competitive 
groove with a busy season of 
autotesting and historic rallying. 
Back home in Ireland, Evans is 
a leading autotest competitor 
with his Westfield and takes 
to the country’s fabled tarmac 
rally stages at the wheel of a 
Mk1 Escort twincam owned by 
his father Clive.

In Rallycross it has been 
difficult to weigh up Evans as a 
driver. He arrived with one of 
the ex-DSRM Vauxhall Novas 
and even today, more than 15 
years after they were built, 
they remain very competitive 
tools. The Nissan Micra with 
which Evans won the British 
SuperModified crown in 2003 
was the best car in the class.

The speed and ease with 
which Evans has adapted 
to driving the Opel Astra 
Supercar – fourth in his first 
event after just five laps 
of tarmac testing – should 
underline that he should be 
considered a contender on 
his own merit. Among the 
youngest of Supercar drivers, 
Evans also has time on his side.

The only thing missing 
from the equation at present 
is enough cash to tackle a 
full ERC season on equal 
footing with the front running 
Scandinavians.



Fabulous Fabia

Rolf Volland won the 
Superfinal in the second round 
of the German Rallycross 
Championship at Grundau, his 
first event in the new Skoda 
Fabia WRC.

The German, now favourite 
for the championship, beat 
Dane Teil Hansen (Escort) to 
take the win.

Q HEAD UP Julian Godfrey and 
his team changed the cylinder 
head on Dermot Carnegie’s 
Ford Focus WRC during the 
Knockhill BRC event.

The car dropped a valve at 
the start of the second heat, 
but as there was no further 
damage, Godfrey was able to get 
Carnegie back into the event: 
“The spare engine wasn’t rebuilt, 
but the head was finished and 
Julian put it in the truck, that was 
lucky,” said Carnegie.

Q WILSON BACK Tony Wilson 
has returned to Rallycross after 
a handful of years away. 

The Devonian drove the ex-
Paul Rogers Minicross car in the 
Blyton MDA Clubmans event in 
May where he finished third in 
the C Final.

Who is…
OLIVIER ANNE

He’s been 
around a 
year or 
two now, 
but the 
Division 
One ERC 
boys were 

still a little shocked when 
he zapped them all in timed 
practice in the French ERC 
round. Eventually that race 
brought little, but now Anne 
has racked up two FRC 
victories to lead his domestic 
championship.

Now 31-years-old, Anne’s 
first taste of motor sport 
was in karts at just six-years-
old. At 16, Anne co-drove 
his father Michel in rallies.

Having discovered 
Rallycross, Anne raced for 
two years in the Citroën 
Saxo Cup series in France. 
Switching to Division Two 
for the 2002 season, Anne 
showed his form on a wider 
stage and claimed the French 
title with five consecutive 
victories as well as winning 
the French ERC round.

The following year Anne 
rented a Focus WRC from 
Christian Menier, ending the 
year ninth, before buying 
Michel Liger’s Xsara WRC 
for the 2004 season in which 
he placed sixth.

Fast and well funded, Anne 
was long ago tipped as future 
French champion, and looks 
ready to fulfil the prophecy.

Lawson goes SuperMod
Minicross racer Scott Lawson has bought the ex-Andrew Scott/
Tony Bell Toyota MR2 and plans to run the car later this season 
before rebuilding it for the 2006 season.

Following a heavy accident in a Lydden race meeting in April, 
Lawson is currently reshelling his Minicrosser using the ex-
Tristam Barden car: “The plan is to have the Mini ready to test 
before Holland in mid July, then there is a six week break before 
Lydden in which we hope to take a look at the MR2.

After Bell finished with the MR2 it was used by Andrew Scott 
in 1997. Lawson’s OM Racing team will run both cars with the 
assistance of Richard Wakeling’s Revivals outfit.
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A Green Engineering 
(Lincoln) Ltd

• Cylinder head modification
• Valve guide manufacture
• Valve seat manufacture
• Alteration of drive shaft
• Cylinder block modification
• Flywheel modifications
• One-off part machinest 
 to batch runs
Unit 3 Whisby Road, North Hykeham, Lincoln, LN6 3QT

Tel: 01522 800975 Fax: 01522 800976
e-mail: info@agreenengineering.com  
www.AGREENENGINEERING.COM

THE UK’s No1 BRAND OF FIRE 
RESISTANT RACE SUITS

www.awsracewear.com
FOR BROCHURE OR SALES CALL

01233 638498

Andy Knowles, the son of former SuperModified racer Dave, has 
made his motor sport debut in Minicross. The StHelens’ based 
youngster finished in the B Final at both the Croft and Blyton Minicross 
championship events. In keeping with the standards set by his father 
whose cars were always well prepared, Knowles Jnr. has presented an 
immaculate car.
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Competition Cars, Engines & 
Transmissions

Vast Experience in
Ford RS200 – Cosworth YB – Metro 6R4 – Jaguar ‘E Type’

F1 Megatron – Subaru – Mitsubishi Engines
COSWORTH ENGINES
Built to all specifications
from Road to Rallycross

producing up to 
740bhp and 540lb/ft torque

We offer a Complete Service for Competition & Performance Cars
Transmission – Turbocharger Building & Modifications • Supply & 

Installation of Pectel & Gems Management Systems
RS200 & Ford  Motorsport Parts Supplied • Welding & Fabrication 

of Components & all Types of Tig Welding
Bodyshell & Car Preparations for all Types of Racing 

Full Machine Shop Facilities
Latest fully instrumented SuperFlow 902 Engine Dynamometer

Tel. 0044 1435 865999 • Fax 0044 1435 865947
www.racetuners.com • e-mail Frances@racetuners.com

BRC commentator Nick Knowles was living dangerously at Knockhill 
where he suggested that Tina Pinder – who suffered this problem 
with the tailgate of her Peugeot 205 GTi in an otherwise very strong 
performance – was doing well because she’d managed to complete the 
heat without losing her shopping…

Catch!
Minicrosser Brian Wade rolled 
out of the MDA Clubmans 
event at Blyton during the first 
qualifying heat (below).

Remarkably relaxed about 
the crash Wade said he was 
pushed into the roll: “I got a 
little tap and then a big shove. 
I could a see a big [course 
marking] truck tyre and 
thought ‘I don’t want to hit 
that’, but I think the wheels 
were already off the ground by 
then. I was just thinking that 
I’d like it stop when the bloody 
fire extinguisher came out of 
its fixing, so I spent the last bit 
of the roll trying to catch it! I 
didn’t want that thing to hit me 
as well,” he said.
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Black tie conundrum
Dermot Carnegie’s invite to 
the Goodwood Festival of 
Speed includes an invitation 
dinner hosted by Lord March.

“Iris [Mrs Carnegie] is going 
to a wedding so she won’t be 
with me and the invitation is 
for two, I don’t know who 
I’ll take,” said Carnegie who 
clearly had doubts about the 
prospect of being accompanied 
by that fine gent of the 
Rallycross paddock and truckie 
par excellence, John Parker-
Bowles!

www.racetuners.com

