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Hansen gets a puncture but takes “best win” for Citroën
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Thank you
We have had a great reaction to the new 

format Rallycross World and hope that you 
enjoy this issue as much as our first e-zine of 
last month.

The first round of the FIA European 
Rallycross Championship provided yet 
another example of why Kenneth Hansen is so 
successful in this sport.

We’ve remarked often enough that one of 
Hansen’s strengths is that he plays the team 
game and establishes an advantage over his 
rivals even before he leaves the workshop. 
This month we’ve a feature on Rodney Green, 

one of the brightest young drivers in the British 
scene, Crucially, Green has also identified 
the necessity to be a team player, and it’s an 
attribute that marks him out in the busy and 
competitive class.

Rally drivers also feature this month, Austin 
MacHale wants to come and play full time, and 
Swedish young gun Andreas Eriksson is also on 
his way to Rallycross with a Ford-funded Fiesta 
for the Swedish championship.

If there’s something you’d like to see in 
Rallycross World, send us an e-mail about it.

         rallycrossworld@myriorama.com
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Briefing
Why Kenneth Hansen is  
still best of the ERC bunch 
With 12 titles from 18 completed seasons in the European 
Rallycross Championship, Kenneth Hansen has a strike rate 
unequalled among his rivals and, writes Tim Whittington, there is 
no sign that the rest are yet able to match the Swede.

Hansen’s amazing drive to victory in the opening round of the 
2005 ERC serves to underline the man’s outstanding ability in the 
car – and also to demonstrate that success breeds confidence, 
which smooths the path to success, etc. To have driven through 
one lap of an ERC A Final with a puncture and still brought the 
car home in first place would have been a significant achievement 
– but to complete almost three laps ahead of the pack with 
just three useful tyres is truly outstanding. Hansen’s confidence 
in backing up the pack in the corners, hogging the inside line 
and then using his car’s acceleration to make his escape was a 
masterful performance.

By contrast his rivals looked second class.
Sverre Isacshsen is shaping up as the man most likely to 

challenge Hansen on a consistent basis. The Norwegian is fast 
everywhere and appears to have taken on board that success 
will only come if he delivers off the track as well as on it. With 
Guttorm Lindefjell now installed in his second car, and a strong 
team around him, Isachsen is ready for success.

The Irish and British drivers who ventured to France got a bit 
of a kicking, but their performance was no great disgrace – just 
ahead of John McCluskey and Will Gollop in the C Final was 
former European and multiple French champion Jean-Luc Pailler.

The Circuit des Ducs at Essay is one of those places where 
the quickest time comes by driving slowly: where those who 
have the confidence and control to bring the car to an almost 
total halt two or three times each lap are faster than those 
sliding through the critical slow corners. This is a fundamentally 
different skill from that need on any British track – until we get 
to WildTracks – and switching style  takes time as well as the 
ability to recognise the need to change in the first place.

Hansen is at the top of his game, the best performer on and off 
the track and it’s up to the rest to reach his level.

King Kenneth ahead
Champion wins opening round of FIA ERC in France

Kenneth Hansen, the most successful driver the 
FIA European Rallycross Championship has ever 
seen, won the opening round of the 2005 series 
at Alençon-Essay in France.

Hansen won the event even though his 
Citroën Xsara picked up a puncture at half 
distance. The pack closed on the defending 
champion but an exemplary display of skill and 
control allowed Hansen to win.

The 21-strong Division One category 
was boosted by a number of occasional 
ERC drivers, including Irishmen John 
McCluskey and Christopher Evans and, 
making his first ERC start since 1995, 
former champion Will Gollop.

The Briton, and his Irish counterparts 
– both of whom were making their ERC 

debut – struggled to find leading pace during 
the event. Running the ERC-spec treaded tyres, 
and adapting to the circuit took time for all 
three, although by the end of the weekend all 
three returned competitive lap times.

“We came here to learn about the car and 
the events,” said McCluskey, who was best of 
the three in 12th place, “The track is different 

from anything we’ve got at home and 
takes a lot of work. I’ve learned a lot, I’m 
happy with my weekend and will plan 
to race in the Belgian and Dutch events 
later in the year.”

There was success for the low 
countries, Dutchman Ron Snoeck 
winning in D1-A with Belgian Michael De 
Keersmaecker ahead in Division Two.McCluskey
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Hansen: “best win”
Kenneth Hansen rates his 
French on three tyres as one of 
his best ever.

“I really wanted to win 
in France, it’s important 
for the future because we 
are discussing the C4 with 
Citroën,” said Hansen, “When 
I felt the puncture I didn’t think 
I would be able to stay ahead, 
but I was very calm in the left 
corners and the longer I was 
able to stay in front the more I 
felt I could win. It was a relief 
to see the chequered flag, it 
was one of my best wins.”

Hansen’s car control and composure was 
outstanding and allowed him to win the 
French round of the ERC despite driving half 
the A Final with a right rear puncture



w
w

w
.d

e
m

o
n
-t

w
e
e
k
s.

co
.u

k Roll Cages (eg Peugeot 205)
IN STOCK! from £270.96

Sparco FIA Seats from £94.50

4pt harnesses   from £35.84

Perspex window kits (eg
Peugeot 205) from £150.00

Extinguishers from £40.83

FIA Battery master switches
from £19.35

Varley sealed batteries          
from £68.75

Competition exhaust systems
(eg Peugeot 205) from £117.17

Brake lights from £2.63

Induction kits (eg Peugeot 205)
from £71.77

Bespoke motorsport chipping 
available.

Huge selection of Rallycross 
products available, log on 

and see!

Please add VAT at 171/2% to these prices.

CODE ZX241A
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Hill climbs in

Steve Hill dipped a toe into Rallycross 
waters at the Rallycross Super Series test 
day at Blyton in April.

Looking for a new sport in the wake of 
a bitter experience developing a S1600 
Alfa Romeo, Hill dusted off his Mitsubishi 
Lancer E3 which was unused for over 
two-years. He followed this test outing 
with a run in the Croft RSS event where, 
with a 45mm restrictor fitted to the 
Group A car, he placed fourth.

Swedish Fiesta
Highly rated 
Swedish rally man 
Andreas Eriksson is 
making a full time 
switch to Rallycross 
this year.

Eriksson, who 
previously drove 
rallies for Ford, has 
a three -year deal 
with Ford Europe 
and M Sport.

His team is 
building a Division 
One Fiesta which 
will run in the 
Swedish series and 
selected FIA ERC 
events later this year.

O’Donovan: “I’ll be back”
London-based Irishman Ollie O’Donovan had an eventful 
Rallycross debut driving George Tracey’s MG Metro 6R4 at 
Mondello Park in April.

Despite two crashes, O’Donovan enjoyed his day: “A rally 
needs about a week of my time, Rallycross is much better and 
the cars are also more reasonable. It was the first time in four 
years that I’ve driven right-hand drive or ‘H’-pattern gear shift so 
I’m happy with how it went. I’ll definitely do more,” he said.

Irish rally star Austin MacHale 
has publicly stated his intention 
to quit the rallying scene and 
turn his hand to Rallycross.

In an interview broadcast on 
RTE radio in Ireland MacHale 
said: “This will be my last year 
in the Irish championship and 
I’m going to do something else 
in 2006. I’ve had a good look 
at Rallycross and I’d like to try 
it next year.”

John McCluskey (who rallied 
a Toyota alongside MacHale 
before switching to Rallycross) 
has made efforts to get 
MacHale to switch disciplines 

and allowed MacHale to 
sample Supercar performance 
in his Peugeot 306.

MacHale is currently at the 
top of his game; the five time 
Irish champion lost last year’s 
British Rally Championship by 
a whisker but commenced his 
2006 campaign – where he 
bids to be the first Irish winner 
of the British series for more 
than three decades – with a 
convincing win in the Rally of 
Wales.

While there is no denying 
that the time and cost 
implications of competing in 

rallying are key factors in the 
decision of rally drivers  who 
are looking toward Rallycross, 
it is also true that the progress 
made in repositioning the 
sport over the last few years 
means it is now a viable option 
to front-line rallying.

If MacHale does make the 
switch to Rallycross next year 
his decision is likely to be one 
that will influence others to 
seriously consider taking a 
similar route. And with top 
drivers in Britain and Ireland 
feeling the pinch, it could well 
open the floodgates.

Austin to rove
MacHale eyes 2006 change to Rallycross
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Austin MacHale has gone public about his 
intention to move from rallies to Rallycross

www.demon-tweeks.co.uk
www.demon-tweeks.co.uk
www.demon-tweeks.co.uk/catalogue/category_list.asp?cls=MSPORT&grp=MP017&pgrp=M003&tlgrp=M003


25-year sponsor deal
At a time when 10 years is 
considered a long-term deal, 
Per Eklund and Clarion are 
celebrating the 25th anniversary 
of their commercial relationship.

Eklund has been backed by 
Clarion in rallying and Rallycross 
during which time he has driven 
cars from Nissan, Lancia, MG, 
Subaru and Saab.
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Dave Bellerby gave his new rear-wheel drive Peugeot 206 

SuperModified car its debut in the Mondello Park BRC round. Car 

builder Harry Hockly was on hand at the following week’s Super Series 

event where Bellerby’s team worked through suspension changes

■ CURRAN SEE EXCHANGE Irishman Kieran Curran is talking 
to Allan Tapscott about repackaging the running gear from his 
(ex-Tapscott) 1600cc Nova into a Corsa shell.

■ FRENCH ERC MOVE The French round of the ERC will be 
run at Mayenne in 2006. The Circuit Maurice Forget has been 
updated since it last hosted the ERC event in 1995 and its place 
in next year’s calendar is subject to a successful inspection 
during the FRC event there on September 17/18.

■ CROSSING OVER John Straughan has quit autocross and 
rebuilt his Vauxhall Astra for Rallycross. “It’s a bit lively at the 
moment, but it’ll be better when we’ve got the suspension 
sorted,” said Straughan at the Croft RSS event.

■ LEA’S SUPERMOD FIESTA Stock Hatch man Jamie Lea 
is working on a SuperModified rwd Fiesta which will use a 
Mitsubishi Lancer turbocharged engine.

Guttorm Lindefjell lost his 
podium finish in the French 
ERC round after scrutineers 
found fault with the restrictor 
fitted to his Ford Focus in 
post-event scrutineering.

Unusually in the case of a 
technical infringement, the 
stewards of the event did not 
exclude Lindefjell, but instead 
used their own discretion, 

under Article 141, and only 
demoted him to sixth place.

“The 3mm restricted inlet 
must be within 50mm of the 
impellor (above),” explained 
engine builder Julian Godfrey, 
“But the scrutineers say it is 
1mm to far out, even though 
the restrictor has been 
checked and sealed and is the 
same as others I supply.”

A Compressor wheel. B Compressor housing. C Restrictor

Lindefjell loses out by 1mmJunior Idol 

rally drive
ADR Motorsport is offering 
a rally test for the top three  
in the Junior championship 
running with the Rallycross 
Super Series.

ADR runs the Mitsubishi UK 
Group N entry in the British Rally 
Championship and will use a 
Group N Lancer E8 for the test.

Andrew Jordan (below) won 
the first round of the eight-
event series at Croft on May 2.
■ The Rallycross Super Series 
has switched its September 18 
date from Knockhill to Blyton

BMW for 

Marcel
Frenchman Denis Marcel 
is to end a 15-year break 
from rallycross and drive 
four rounds of the French 
championship in a Division 
One BMW Compact.

Marcel will share the 3.5-
litre, six-cylinder car with Jean-
Claude Dayraut and plans to 
make his debut at Lunéville.

The car was previously 
used in ice racing events and 
is being modified to meet D1 
regs: “The gearbox needs to 
be changed because we don’t 
have the torque of the turbo 
cars,” said Marcel.

Marcel is best remembered 
for driving a series of beautiful 
GT cars including a Matra 
Murena 4x4.

A tiny 
discrepancy 
with the turbo 
restrictor cost 
Lindefjell a 
podium, but the 
stewards let him 
off light

www.76racing.co.uk
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Rallycross World #17 – May 2005 | 6

Evans shows class with Opel Astra
Results have yet to come, but Christopher 
Evans has underlined his speed and racecraft 
in the first two outings with his rebuilt Opel 
Astra Supercar.

Getting his first run in the car at Mondello 
Park’s BRC round in April, Evans ran 
competitively throughout the event. The 
29-year-old from Wicklow then chose the 
opening round of the European Rallycross 

Championship for his second event with the 
Tony Bardy-prepared car.

In common with other Irish and British 
drivers in the event, Evans struggled to find the 
pace, but ran with the championship regulars 
by the end of the weekend and produced a 
great third heat drive where he passed Jean-
Luc Pailler to win. Evans now plans to take the 
Opel to Höljes for the Swedish ERC round.

www.gprdirect.com


MSA British Championship
Why Rodney Green stands out from the Stock Hatch crowd

Green dream team
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The Stock Hatch fi eld contains a broad cross section of 
competitors. There are rookies, and the hugely experienced; 
those out for a bit of fun a few Sundays of the year, and those 
trying to establish themselves in motor sport. Over the last year 
or so many have remarked on one particular driver, or, more 
correctly, one team that stands out from the crowd.

Rodney Green has become a consistent front runner in the 
class, but what marks him out is that his is a real team effort.

Racing Green Motorsport fi rst formed in 2002 when 
Green and his workmate Bill Peace decided that their shared 
enthusiasm and time spent discussing motor racing could be 
put to better use. Green had always wanted to try his hand at 
racing, Peace had a sound knowledge of the sport and years of 
experience as a mechanic. Two heads are better than one, but 
when Scott Parris came onto the scene in 2003 the team really 
took shape. Another mechanic with a passion for motor racing, 

Parris met Green through a mutual friend and was keen to get 
involved. The three work together, sharing team ownership.

They each have different responsibilities and natural talents 
– Peace’s dedication to the maintenance and preparation of 
the car, and his all round ability as a mechanic makes him a 
solid reliable base to the team activities. Parris’ initiative and 
eager enthusiasm tightens the race day performance and his 
confi dence in dealing with the team’s publicity is invaluable. It is 
Green’s organisation and ambition that holds the unit together. 
His driving skills have come a long way since 2002 and team 
morale has been sky high after Green won the 2004 BTRDA 
Stock Hatch title.

Green’s focus when he’s at the circuit is 100% on his 
performance. Peace and Parris work together on the car and 
Green’s girlfriend Kate fuels the team with tea. Family and 
friends all attend race days making this a great team effort.

Racing Green knew from the start that gaining sponsors was 
the only way it could make it to the to. This year, as the team 
competes for the British Stock Hatch Championship title, its 
bright green Saxo is proving a great publicity tool for sponsors; 
Lombard Recycling, Chicos, Parris Cues, Rawlins Transport, 
Wheelpower & The Rallycross Trust. 

Racing Green considers its backers as members of the team: 
“Without the commercial support we’ve had we could never 
have made it so far, so fast. Motor sport is a team game and 
that’s how we approach it,” says Green.

At a time when a good part of the success of Europe’s leading 
exponent of Rallycross can be attributed to the fact that he runs 
the best team in the sport, it should be clear that Racing Green 
is on the right track. They’ve some to go if they are to emulate 
Kenneth Hansen, but the Swede’s formative days were not so 
different from where Racing Green is right now.



A Green Engineering 
(Lincoln) Ltd

• Cylinder head modification
• Valve guide manufacture
• Valve seat manufacture
• Alteration of drive shaft
• Cylinder block modification
• Flywheel modifications
• One-off part machinest 
 to batch runs
Unit 3 Whisby Road, North Hykeham, Lincoln, LN6 3QT

Tel: 01522 800975 Fax: 01522 800976
e-mail: info@agreenengineering.com  
www.AGREENENGINEERING.COM

A handful of drivers used the Rallycross Super Series test day at Blyton in April to run new cars for the first 
time. James and Mick Bird put miles on their new Renault Clio V6 (top left), Jason Pritchard (top right) ran 
his ex-works Peugeot 106 and Allan Tapscott tried his new Corsa (centre). Dave Weston (centre left) and 
Russ Simpson (centre right) made their Junior debuts and Paul Wakeling (above) had a first run in his new 
Corsa. Paul Weaver (above left) sampled Stock Hatch for the first time and Richard Wakeling (bottom left) 
tried opposite lock in daughter Shelley’s new Minicross car.
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THE UK’s No1 BRAND OF FIRE 
RESISTANT RACE SUITS

www.awsracewear.com
FOR BROCHURE OR SALES CALL

01233 638498

www.agreenengineering.com
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Austrian Fabia
Austrian Gerhard 
Schermann hopes 
to have his new 
Division One-
A Skoda Fabia 
complete in time 
to debut it in the 
Austrian ERC event 
at Greinbach.

RSS Chicanery
At the behest of RSS 
organisers, Blyton 
is to get a chicane 
in its main straight. 
The idea was trialled 
in the test day, but  
Steve Hills’ Lancer 
got stuck in mud!

Sticky start for Briggs 
Terry Briggs’ new Renault Clio Supercar registered two non-
finishes in its first two outings.

After a minor engine problem stopped the car in its Lydden 
debut, Briggs was sidelined at Mondello Park when a tip came off  
a spark plug and damaged a piston.

“It’s frustrating because I feel the car has great potential,” said 
Briggs, “I’d like to get a day’s testing under my belt before we 
use it again and get rid of all these new-car problems.”

Should you be 
advertising here?
Click for details

Christian Petrakovits is 
carrying the hopes of home 
fans in the Austrian Rallycross 
Championship in which drivers 
from the neighbouring Czech 
Republic are dominant.

Petrakovits started the 
season well, beating off the 
challenge of Czech Jaroslav 

Kalny to guide his Division 
One-A VW Polo to victory at 
the Nordring (Horn-Fuglau) 
on May 1.

Nominally run to FIA rules, 
the Austrian championship 
has introduced a two-year 
extension to homologation 
periods in order to keep 

numbers up, specially in 
Division One. Multiple champ 
Aloïs Höller’s Lancia Delta 
Integrale is favourite for home 
success, although Czech 
Marek Zeman won round one 
with his Fabia WRC and Franz 
Spitaler (BMW M3) was top 
‘red-white-red’.

Petrakovits keeps challenge in check

Tommy K in 

comeback
Former European Rallycross 
Championship front runner 
Tommy Kristoffersson will drive 
in the opening round of the 
Swedish championship at the 
end of May.

Kristoffersson has been 
tempted to try his hand in 
the event by the offer to rent 
Morten Bermingrud’s Citroën 
Xsara WRC. The event takes 
place at Kristoffersson’s home 
Westombanan in Arvika.

It is almost ten years 
since Kristoffersson (46) 
quit Rallycross to focus on 
the Swedish Touring Car 
Championship where he runs 
the official Audi team, as well as 
driving one of the team’s cars.

At present the Arvika SRC 
outing is planned as a one-off. 
But as Bermingrud will not 
drive in the SRC, Kristoffersson 
may be able to extend his deal.

German Jürgen Klaenhardt celebrated his 69th birthday by racing in his 

Division One-A Citroën Saxo to 13th place in the French ERC round.

■ RÅDSTRÖM TAKES ACCENT Thomas 
Rådström is expected to race in the 
Swedish championship at the wheel 
of the Hyundai Accent WRC he drove 
last year. Reports from Sweden say 
that Rådström’s team has bought both 
the Accents previously run Skelefteå 
Promotion and that the second car will 
be run on a rental basis.

■ VOLVOS FROM THE NORTH With 
their Hyundais sold, Skelefteå Promotion 
is now readying a Division One Volvo for 
the 2005 Swedish championship.

■ BOX OF TROUBLE Irish brothers 
Michael and Andrew Moore are uprating 
their Subaru Imprezas, but have reached 
the point where the increased power is 
too much for their gearboxes…

Czech “Jarda” Kalny (here at Alençon) was 
beaten by Christian Petrakovits in the opening 
round of the Austrian championship

mailto:rallycrossworld@myriorama.com


Roach goes pro

Matt Roach has turned his 
hobby into his business and 
established Matt Roach Racing.

The current BTRDA 
Rallycross Champion, Roach 
has been winner of the best 
prepared Minicross car for the 
last four seasons.

MRR will specialise in 
fabrication, preparation and 
maintenance, as well as offering 
a setup service and race hire 
of Stock Hatch and Minicross 
cars.
> MRR 07775 603326

■ HOME BOY With insufficient 
budget to chase his hopes of 
a full ERC season, Laurent 
Terroitin now plans to defend 
his French crown as well as 
fitting in four ERC outings.

■ YOKO TOO Mel Williams is 
now offering sales and service 
on Yokohama tyres as well 
his established Kumho goods. 
Williams carries a stock of 
Yokohama Stock Hatch, Junior 
and Minicross control tyres 
to most UK events but urges 
drivers to pre-order tyres if 
possible.
> FB Rubber 07811 269500

Who is…
EOIN MURRAY

The Stock 
Hatch 
regulars 
were 
peeved to 
be beaten 
(again) 
by Eoin 

Murray at Mondello Park’s 
BRC round in April.

They should not be, 
because Murray (22), can 
be considered as Ireland’s 
premier saloon car racer.

Winning the Sexton 
Trophy (and 32,000 Euro 
that goes with it) on the 
back of a strong 2003 
Renault Clio season, Murray 
spent 2004 in the European 
Alfa Challenge, winning two 
of the 11 races. He returns 
for more this year.

Rarely among modern 
racers, Murray’s passion 
runs deep enough that 
he’ll spend weekends away 
from his professional career 
driving and working on his 
own Stock Hatch car.

The son of preparation 
man Joe (whose Murray 
Motorsport is currently 
responsible for John 
McCluskey’s Citroën Xsara), 
Murray started his car racing 
career in Rallycross, driving 
a Fiat Uno in 1999, after a 
successful six-year spell in 
kart racing.

A pro in and out of the 
car, Murray is a class act who 
continues to enjoy Rallycross.

Ne pas “Knapick”
French championship stalwart “Knapick” visited the French ERC round but did not race in the 
event as a means of ‘making a small protest’ against the FRC’s technical regulations.

“Knapick” is unhappy that the French championship continues to run engine regs that do not 
allow parity with FIA-spec cars. Last year the FRC specified 45mm turbochargers as well as the 
45mm restrictor. This year French regs allow any size of turbo, but detail a 40mm restrictor on the 
grounds that 45mm turbochargers were hard, and expensive to source. It is believed that power 
output in 2005 is similar to the 420-440bhp quoted in 2004. Although less powerful, FRC cars are 
lighter than their ERC counterparts as the French series has retained the 1120kg minimum weight 
(the ERC, and most National series, moved up to 1200kg minimum this year).

Only six French Division One drivers started the ERC event at Alençon, national champion 
Laurent Terroitin best of them and taking his Citroën Xsara to fifth place. “Knapick” – a small protest

Swedish championship gets high profile launch

The Swedish Rallycross Championship was given a high profile 
launch in Arvika at the end of April.

Following the cancellation of the February ‘snow race’ 
that was to have opened the championship, the SRC has had 
a bumpy few weeks, during which time the evening race 
at Strängnäs (which replaces the snow race) has also been 
controversial addition to the championship.

The successful press launch at Arvika’s Westombanan was 
conceived by Per Andersson of Racecrew, who promotes the 
series opener at Arvika on May 28/29.

Racecrew, which had a budget of 11,000 Euro for the event, 
chartered a ’plane and flew TV and newspaper journalists from 
Stockholm to Arvika to attend the event and gained coverage 
in Sweden’s four daily papers as well as on Sveriges Television.
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Per Eklund gave his new Saab 9.3 Aero Sedan 
its public debut in the SRC press launch at his 
local Westombanan in Arvika
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Busiest man in Europe
Finn Jussi Pinomäki is undertaking a huge programme of events 
this year as he seeks to build his reputation and lay plans to 
graduate to Division One.

Pinomäki, the reigning FIA ERC Division Two 
champion, started his year with a victorious 
outing in the first round of the French Rallycross 
Championship at Bergerac-Faux. At the ERC 
opener – where a first lap crash put him out of 
the A Final – the Renault driver said: “I want to 
get as much experience as possible this year, that 
means doing a lot of racing. I’d like to move up to 
Division One, but I need a lot of help to do that.”

Pinomäki has some assistance from Renault for his seven 
appearances in the French Rallycross Championship and also 
plans to take in the four-event Swedish championship in addition  
to the ten ERC events which form the core of the 21-events he 
has scheduled this season.

Pinomäki (26) switched to Rallycross in 2003 after a circuit 
racing career in which he progressed as far as F3. After just one 
learning season in the ERC, Pinomäki swept all before him to 
win the Division Two title in 2004. The young Finn’s background 
is apparent in his fastidious approach to both on- and off-track 
aspects of  Rallycross.

Although he would not be drawn on the topic, it seems clear 
that Pinomäki’s addition of French events to his calendar is 
aimed at enticing Renault to support his aspirations to move into 
Division One.

Finn Pinomäki would like to take Renault into Division One

■ NEW DIVISION ONES IN AUSTRIA Peter Ramler hopes to 
have his new Division One Seat Leon completed before the end 
of the summer. The Austrian is set to be joined in his national 
series by the new Volkswagen Polo T16 4x4 of Tristan Ekker.

■ WESTON FRUSTRATED Scottish Rally contender Dave 
Weston was a frustrated spectator at the RSS test day where his 
son, Dave, was driving. “My Focus WRC is in the truck and I’d 
love to have a go,” said Weston Snr. Damage from an off in the 
previous day’s rally prevented him running the car, however. 

■ POWER PLAY Motor sport newcomer Ben Power has been 
impressive in the Junior series with the ex-Jason Pritchard Mini.

Ulster teenager Darren Gass has been making good use of his Citroën 
Saxo Kit Car in Rallycross events, but plans to go rallying as soon as 
he’s 17-years-old this summer.

Pinomäki

www.kentcams.com
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Mondello’s BRC round had a good crowd, grid girls (much appreciated 
by mechanics) and, after a short a helicopter ride from Dublin 
– courtesy of George Tracey – a celebrity or two posing in the pits. 
This here is some bloke who used to be in a boy band and is now the 
barman in Coronation Street, or Eastenders, or something like that.
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Model behaviour
German fan Joachim Röder 
has recreated many of his 
Rallycross favourites in 
miniature.

Using proprietary models as 
a base, Röder hand crafts his 
Rallycross replicas and more 
than 15 cars in his collection, 
www.j.roeder.de.vu for more.
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Where did you get that hat?
The awards ceremony for the 2004 ERC was held in Kazakstan 
(no, we don’t know why either), and allowed the great and good 
time for a little shopping trip. Silly hats (as modelled by messrs 
Jernberg and Hansen) were the order of the day. Bengt Göran 
Grenander opted for a more sensible coat.
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“At least yours is famous, I 
 got this bloke from a soap”

Mr Happy goes French
Tony Bardy didn’t mince his 
words about Christopher 
Evans’ performance in France.

“You can’t drive it for them,” 
said Bardy, “We went round 
the track yesterday and sorted 
it all out – this one’s slow, take 
this one tight. So what does he 
do? Flat out all over the place.”

Fate tempted
Not many minutes after 
a conversation in which 
Trollspeed’s Tommy Karlsson 
assured us Lars Larsson’s 
Skoda motor was “old 
fashioned but very strong, 
reliable”, said motor expired in 
the warm-up in France!
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